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August 6, 1964 






I received your letter of July 31st and want 
to thank you for your expression of confidence in my 
administration of the FBI. It is hoped our future endeavors 
will continue to merit your support and approval. 

With respect to your inquiry, information 
contained in the files of the FBI must be maintained as 
confidential in accordance with regulations of the Department 
of Justice and is available for official use only. I regret 
I am unable to be of help in this instance but trust you will 
understand the necessary reasons for this policy. It is 
hoped you will not infer either that we do or do not have 
data in our files relating to the National Council of Churches. 
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July 31, 1964 



J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D # C. 

Dear Sir: 

I am writing this letter as secretary of the Board of Elders 
of this Church to ask your respected opinion on the possibility 

of a communistic influence in the National Council of .Churches. 

This possibility has been brought toTHrattention of this 
Board by many conoerned members of the congreation, who have 
been subjected to many different opinions, and have received 
a good deal of unofficial information. 

Because of your informed position and known interest in auch 
matters, we respectfully solicit your opinion on whether the 
policies of the National Council of Churches are under the 
influence or control of comnunists. 

Letters similar to this are being sent to Bishop Sheen, the 
Honorable Bsrry Goldwater, and Gov^hor George Wallace. It is 
hoped that these combined opinions will either dispel an un- 
founded concern or if it be the case that there is an influence, 
result in a serious Christian concern and further prayerful 
action. 
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Your letter of July 29th has been received. 

With respect to^your Inquiry, information con- 
tained in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential 
in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and 
is available for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of 
help in this instance but trust you will understand the necessary 
reasons for this policy. It is hoped you will not infer either 
that we do or do not have data in our files relating to the 
National Council of Churches. 
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I received your letter of July 29th and certainly 
want to thank you for your offer to be of service to this Bureau. 

While I would very much like to be of assistance 
to you In this Instance, Information contained In our files must 
be maintained as confidential In accordance with regulations of 
the Department of Justice and Is available for official use only. 
Further, It is contrary to my policy to comment on material 
not prepared by the FBI or by me. I regret I am unable to be 
of help in connection with your inquiries, but trust you will 
understand the necessary reasons involved. 

While this Bureau does not have material 
available for distribution bearing directly upon the subjects of 
your interest, I am enclosing literature which I trust will be 
an aid to you when considering these issues. 

The cooperation and support your paper has 
extended to this Bureau In the past are indeed appreciated and 
it Is my hope that our future activities will continue to merit 
your confidence and approval. 
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Sincerely yours, 

/ J. Fdgar Rower 
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4-17-62 Internal Security Statement 

M F&ith in God— Our Answer To Communism 

Let's Fight Communism Sanely! 

NOTE: flHHH^Pis not identifiable in Bufiles. 
Managing Editor of this paper, is on the Special Correspondents' List. 
While it is normally to the Bureau's interest to instruct a Special Agent 
to contact the news media whenever a sensitive issue such as the one 
involved is brought up in order ^to decline furnishing information, due 
to the controversy existing in North Carolina over this issue, it is felt 
that the above answer and method of reply is best in this instance. Stormer 
and his book, "None Dare Call It Treason, " have been the subjects of 
considerable inquiry in the recent past. It was reviewed by the Domestic 
Intelligence Division and described as a right-wing indictment of American 
leaders in government, religion, education, communication media, psychiatry, 
politics, economics and labor. 
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Mr* J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of investigation 
U.S. Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

In recent months several citizens of Rocky Mount have ex- 
pressed concern about the activities of the2National Council of 
Chur ches. Such concern has grown out of various reports, plus 
-Bome-pr~the material being distributed to children in Sunday 
School classes in some of the churches. 

I am not familiar with the NCd personally, but some one re- 
i commended Chapter 7 of "None Ware Call It Treason," by John A. 
, Stormer. I read the chapter, and must admit it is disturbing. 

If you are familiar with that publication, would you be in 
a position to tell me if that chapter, entitled "Subverting Our / 
Religious Heritage," is authenticated to the degree that I could 
quote it safely? 

Also, I would appreciate very much your own opinion about the 
activities of the National Council of Churches, as to whether there 
is indeed some infiltration of either Communists or fellow-travelers, 
or both. ; 

Do you have available any published, authenticated, material 
on the NCC which you could send? Anything of this nature would be 
greatly appreciated. I deplore rumors and half-truths as much or 
more than the next responsible citizen, and I cannot reply to any 
Queries I receive about the activities of the National Council of 
Churches without documentary proof, from some responsible agency 
such as yours. 

Thank you very much, and if I can be of any service to you in 
any way, please call upon me. 




Sincere! 
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Your letter of July 28th, with enclosure, has 



With respect to your Inquiries, Information S 
contained In the files of the FBI must be maintained as % ^ 
confidential in accordance with regulations of the Department 
of Justice and is available for official use only. I regret £ <** 
I am unable to be of help in this instance but trust you w% \ % 
understand the necessary reasons for this policy. It is +-* * ^ 
hoped you will not infer either that we do or do not have 
data in our files relating to the subjects you mentioned. 
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J, I'd^ar r.oovcr 
V. S # Department cf Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
T :ashinrton, D. C. 

Dear Kr. V cover: 

Kany accusations have been nade, and arc bein^ nade, by sopo people 
concerning the infiltration of conr.runisn into our churches. Thev would 
have tiie imblic believe that the lcadcrshio of our cl:urchcs h?s already 
^/fallen into the hands of the connunist. The;- have co:nrinced r-any that the 
rational Council of Churches of Jesus Christ of America has been" infiltrated 
and influenced by the cormunist* 

Tn±s h?s resulted in creatine a distrust of the clcrry and has under- 
lined our churches. Already vo arc beinc divided and weakened by this concert. 

Sir, please answer these fen; questions for me, that I ni-ht pass the 
angers on to others who are interested. Can you tell us if the -rtio;*! 
Council of Churches lias been infiltrated by connunist, and if so, toVrhat 
extent? Lave any Hethodist ministers been convicted of boinr con rurdst? 
If so 9 how nany? 

Our people are bcir.3 bombarded constantly by these ideas and :ccusa~ 
tions fro:: Hcv. Carl I'clntirc, of Collin^swood , V. J. and his followers. 

Inclosed is a little bco!0.ct "Ccrc.iunisn in our Ch"rc>cs" n- J. J?. I'atthcnrs. 
..ill you please evaluate this for no, irith special reference to: "...sore 
7,000 Pcrtsstant clerrr/nen hpve been dra^m during the past seventeen ^carr, 
into the network of the Kremlin's conspiracy... 11 -.7; rlso, ".T.I will say 
th?t 2131 of the 8,^73 clergymen rcre Methodist..." r. 7; and, "...The Irryest 
single [-roup supx>rtinc tho connunist arioarr.tv.s in th- United States toCcr^ 
is composed of Protest: nt clerry:?n..." '-. 7. 

I roal5.se stuvics and investigations have been na^e b^ other rtrou^r. 
I. my people do not belies other investigations on the subject. Perlians they 
vm believe the F.i;.T. if you c?n vevo ?l the information. /< ' / # 

Let us kno" before the churches are broken into so liaV fra-nents until 
they ;rill be ineffective. ' ^ Ml * •" 
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John T. Flynn first gave the appellation, "Mr. 
Anti-Communist/* to Dr. J. B. Matthews and it has 
stuck. He is the one who made the Dies Committee, 
gave it its foundation, and set up its research files 
In the days when he led in developing the tori- 
Communist movement, he jvas virtually alone and 
truly a pioneer. He possesses a massive photo- 
graphic memory, and his brilliant intellect, together 
with his meticulous care in handling facts, has made 
him the outstanding authority in America today on 
the question of Communist infiltration and con- 
spiracy. He was the man who was behind the fac- 
tual exposures in the State Department of John 
Stewart Serves, Owen Lattimore, and the others 
who gave away China to the Reds. 

In the address, which is here printed in full. Dr. 
Matthews brings out new, fresh, and additional in- 
formation. It all supports his article which caused 
such a storm, "Reds and Our Churches," American 
Mercury, July, 1953. His facts have stood; they 
stand today. 

Let Christian people |>ondcr these facts. 

. The Christian public owes an undying debt of 
gratitude to Dr. J. H. Matthews for the service that 
he is rendering to the cause of religious freedom and 
in the battle against Communism. 



Communism in Our Churches 

MY DR. J. 15. MATTHEWS 

I can think of no lietter illustration of carrying 
coals to Newcastle than my addressing an audience 
of the Coll ings wood Bible Presbyterian Church on 
the subject of Communism and the Churches. For 
years, your distinguished pastor, Dr. Carl Mclntire, 
has hammered away on this subject, citing chapter 
and verse of the Communist infiltration of the Prot- 
estant churches. Anyone who has listened atten- 
tively to Dr. Mclntire and read the meticulously 
accurate columns of the Christian Beacon on this 
subject is presumably a well-informed citizen. I 
cannot hoj>e to add any new facts to the mass of 
information that is already in your possession. 

Five years ago, when an article that I wrote 
became the subject of a national discussion in the 
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press, the President of the United States entered 
the controversy. There was an exchange of tele- 
grams lietween the President and the leaders of 
The National Conference of Christians and Jews. 
A wide section of the press led the public to be- 
lieve that the President's telegram to the National 
Conference of Christians and Jews resulted in Joe 
McCarthy's tiring me as executive director of the 
Senate 1 Permanent Subcommittee on Investiga- 
tions. Nothing was farther from the truth. Not 
wishing to hurt Joe McCarthy, I quit over his em- 
phatic protest. And, it was after tKstt fact had been 
made known to politicians high in the Republican 
administration that a phony exchange of telegrams 
between the White House and the National Confer- 
ence of Christians and Jews was arranged. 

How well I rememl>er reading a dispatch from 
Honolulu stating that the Rev. Dr. Carl Mclntire 
agreed with my estimate of the extent of the Com- 
munist infiltration of the ranks of the Protestant 
clergy. 

TERMS DEFINED 

In order that you may better understand me, I 
wish at the outset to comment briefly on the terms 
Communism, socialism, statism, and world govern- 
ment. 

When I sf>eak of Communism, I mean the Soviet 
;lave state, its satellites, and its fifth column in the 
United States. 

Socialism, whether of the Fabian, ADA, or Re- 
publican variety, has the historic role of producing 
such disintegration of the economy and deteriora- 
tion of the national morale as to hasten the appear- 
ance of a totalitarian receivership. 

Statism, under whatever name, is the accumu- 
lation of power— both economic and political — in 
the hands of a gigantic bureaucracy, with the re- 
sultant whittling down of liberty. 

World government means the surrender of na- 
tional sovereignty essential to the preservation of 
our basic freedoms, and the placing of American 
destiny in the hands of those who envy or hate us. 

^Over against all of these four outriders of the 
four horsemen of the Apocalypse, we have the 
uni<|uelv American economy of a free competitive 
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Many i*ople have overlooked the important psy- 
chological advantage achieved hy the Party when it 
has succeeded in signing up an ecclesiastical dupe, or 
any other dupe for that matter, in support of one or 
more of its propaganda enterprises. The dupe, there- 
after. Incomes an enemy of all anti-Communists who 
expose the deceitfulness of the Communist-front 
technique and the dupe's gullibility in falling for it. 
The dupe has not teen won to Communism; but he 
has been won to anti-anti-Communism, and that is 
a major revolutionary triumph for the conspirators. 
Furthermore, the dupe's friends feel called upon to 
shield him from the emliarrassment of his folly, and 
they. too. join the ranks of the anti-anfkCommunists. 
For every clergyman who has been enlisted as a dupe 
in the Communist -front movement, there are at least 
ten other clergymen who will rally to his defense 
against exj>osure. Thus, under the covering fire of 
the anti-anti-Communists, the legions of hell march 
to victory over the forces of freedom. 

rnwitting dupes, regardless of the purity of their 
motives, cannot reasonably disclaim all reS|K)niibility 
for their acts in aiding the Communist conspiracy by 
supporting its Communist-front organizations. If 
the Communist fronts lost all the support of clergy- 
men, their usefulness to the conspiracy would be 
greatly reduced, and in some cases reduced to com- 
plete ineffectiveness. One of the major uses of the 
Communist front is to serve as recruiting agencies 
for Party meml>ership. A recent study of ex-Com- 
munists was published by the Princeton University 
Press under the title, The Appeals of Communism. 
It disclosed that 54 per cent of all the ex-Communists 
interviewed had first joined a front organization, as 
conqwired with 35 per cent who joined the Party 
directly and 11 per cent who first joined the Young 
Communist League. It is evident, therefore, that the 
ecclesiastical supporters of the front apparatus, wit- 
ting ami unwitting, not only further the proj>aganda 
objectives of the evil conspiracy but also bear a def- 
inite measure of responsibility for the recruiting of 
conspirators. Is this not a terrible burden of respon- 
sibility for a minister of the Gospel to bear, and <Jne 
which cannot l»e shrugged off with the comment that 
he was innocent of wrong intentions? 

In estimating the extent of the Communist pen- 
etration of the Protestant churches, we must take 
into* account the organizational affiliations of clergy- 
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|»n me other One ecclesiastic may have a score of 

C.,m„,un,st-front affiliations without having*£ome 

the earner of .deological infection in the s Kit 

Al.r.N.M nialiKinncy w thoiit ever having allowed his 

;!!""ol;-"r Cy "" "" ^'^ tXes^f 
J- PIUS BARBOUR 

-'^-Journal that profesLs to sA'^t ' °^ m 
o -7.000 preachers and 4,526.847 members of the 
National Baptist Convention. U.S A ™ ft j °L „« 

te^^l*«a5 
iT? l ,U ' ^", eral M ° t0rS *iS o7er ,„? o,m 

nenrh Si^L* S * $Py Hence th <* »*ve pushed 
nearh half of the country into the place where thev 
sympathy with the Communists " The ed to?- 

SET Th°. Wr0,e ,hSt Was ,he Rev - D* J iS. 
Harbour. The language, the lies, and the line of that 

statement could have heen lifted right o," of the 
omnunnst Pany* Daily Worker. The Rev r| 

Pms Bar.K>ur was the highest editorial "pre e «£ 
tnc of he third latest Proliant denominate in 
the United States. What difference does it make 
whether a man is a member or not a member o™he 
Communis. I'arty. whether he is a witting dupe or 
an unw,,„n K dupe, as long as he propagates fthVSewa 

Lffcrcrnc,. If the Kev. I) r . J Pj us Barbour had 
«lrop,,ed Ins ecclesiastical title, taken off his priestlv 
rotes, and o,wnly joined the Communist Partv his 
inin.is, would have l*en clear and his influence for 
ev.l negligible. Nobody would he deceived He 
would I* subject to prosecution by the federal eov- 
ernment under the Smith Act. But. operating as a 
prominent clergymen of the third largest Proliant 
denomination in the United States and, so far as I 
know, as an unwitting dii|x\ he is immune from pros- 
ecution. || e | S even immune from exposure by anv 
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Is there any wonder that J. Edgar Hoover has 
seen fit to warn against the Communist infiltration 
of the churches? 

The average American who does not see any 
sizable section of the religious press is naturally 
unaware of the nature and extent of the Communist 
infiltration of the ranks of the Protestant clergy. 

But, enough of quotations from the religious press. 
I could give you thousands similar to those I have 
quoted, some more crude, some more subtle. All 
would tend toward the same end, namely, to show 
that powerful church agencies are propaganda media 
for Communism, socialism, statism, and world gov- 
ernment. 

UNITED NATIONS 

In the matter of the United Nations, the churches 
generally have become an agitprop department of 
this international hoax. 

UX a|M)logists and propagandists among the clergy 
are effectively brain-washing their parishioners into 
acceptance of the greatest j>eaee hoax since the Kel- 
logg-Briand Treaty outlawing war was signed in 
V>29. These supi»orters of the UN do not blush, even 
a little bit. when they claim as one of its single 
achievement a victory against Soviet aggression in 
the Korean war. They speak of that conflict as a war 
of the UX rem** Communist aggression. In reality, 
it was a war of North Korea, Communist China, So- 
viet Russia and UX versus the United States, and the 
decisive one of those enemies in the defeat of the 
United States was the UN. 

Imagine, if you can, a chief of police praising one 
of his cops who, when face to face with an armed 
liawlit, snapped handcuffs on his own wrists, in order 
to prevent the extension of violence. Such a cop 
would I>e sent to a mental institution. The only 
significant role of the UN in the Korean "police 
action" was to snap the handcuffs on the military 
might of the United States. The most competent 
military authorities who were directly concerned in 
the Korean conflict have testified to this. Nothing 
like it ever happened before in history. 

A maudlin sentimentality about peace has infected 
a large segment of the clergy. They would buy the 
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Brooklyn Bridge if you labeled it "peace." A UN- 
ini|Niscil cease-lire in ("hina and a policy of peaceful 
coexistence with Soviet banditry are two facets of 
a wicked conception, apparently held by the over- 
whelming majority of clergymen. Peaceful coexist- 
ence is a lovely arrangement in matrimony; and 
cease-tire should l>e imposed op the juvenile gangs 
of Xew York streets. Hut, in the world-wide strug- 
gle between freedom and slavery, peaceful coexist- 
ence and cease-fire mean nothing more than freezing 
the status quo — dooming more than one-third of the 
human race to |>erjx;tual tyranny and torture. The 
employment of American armed power to such an 
end would be to serve notice on the Soviet -enslaved 
l*nples of the world that the United States is un- 
friendly to their self-liberation. 

"ETHICS AND ECONOMIC LIFE" 

Not long ago, a subsidy was given to the National 
Council -of Churches by the Rockefeller Foundation, 
to he used for the publication of a series of volumes 
on "Kthics and Kconomic Life." Six of the volumes 
have already appeared. You-*vill not find Mises or 
Hayek among the contributors; but you will find 
(]. Hromley Oxnam, Reinhold Niebuhr, John C. 
Iknnett, Walter (i. Muelder, and F. Ernest Johnson 
— all familiar names in left-wing religion. 

1 cannot take time for more than one quotation 
from these hnjiosiug volumes. Reinhold Niebuhr 
write*: "Thus the characteristic prejudices oi mid- 
dle-class life, it* tendency toward extravagant in- 
dividualism, its lack of a sense of community or 
justice, its devotion to the principles of laissez faire, 
are laUely rai*cd to religious absolutes : and con- 
fusion is worse confounded. Recently there has been 
a str«ini» recrudescence of this type of thought in 
Protestant circles : and it has l>een so heavily financed 
by interested political and economic groups that its 
ideological corruption is even more evident than was 
the religion* sup|M>rt of traditional 'natural law' con- 
cepts at the rUc of modern commercial society." 

Much of the Communist, socialist, statist, and 
world-government ideological contamination of the 
churches is traceable to the social gos|>el which lie- 
came a vogue in many theological seminaries a gen- 
eration ago. 
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GARDNER CALVIN TAYLOR 

Earlv this year, the Rev. Dr. Gardner Calvin 
Tavlor'was elected president of the Protestant Coun- 
cil of the City of New York. His elevation to the 
highest position in Protestantism in Greater New 
York was hailed by the city's press. He has juris- 
diction over 1700 churches of 31 denominations. 

Mr. Taylor is vice-president of the Urban League 
of Greater New York. He was a member of the 
assembly of the National Council of the Churches 
of Christ at the organization's St. Louis meeting in 
December, and is slated to become the new member 
of the New York City Board of Education. 

(Juietly formed in 1951. the Emergency Civil 
Liberties Committee was formally launched by the 
Communist Party five years ago, with the Rev. Dr. 
Gardner Calvin Taylor as one of its sponsors. The 
ECLC. which is the most active Communist organi- 
zation in the United States today, was launched at a 
three-day meeting which was convened in the First 
Presbyterian Church in New York City. There 
were no voices in New York City's Protestantism 
raised in protest against the use of church premises 
for the launching of a Gwnmunist organization, even 
though the left-wing Committee . for Cultural Free- 
dom branded it as a Communist front prior to its 
convention. In November, 1957, the House Com- 
mittee on Un-American Activities published a special 
rei>ort on the Emergency Civil Liberties Committee 
which declared that the ECLC was "in the vanguard" 
of "a newlv mounted campaign to cripple the antisub- 
versive programs "of the Congress, to shackle or 
altolish the Committee on Un-American Activities, 
and to discredit J. Edgar Hoover and the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation/' Such are the nature and 
the objectives of this organization which saw its 
initial propulsion in a Presbyterian church, with New 
York City's most prominent clergyman as one of its 
sponsors. 

But. here is an even more fantastic incident in the 
recent career of the Rev. Dr. Gardner Calvin Tay- 
lor The incident took place in the Concord Baptist 
Church of Brooklyn, of which Mr. Taylor is pastor. 
The funeral services of one of this country s most 
prominent Communist leaders were held in that 
church with its pastor, the Rev. Dr. Taylor, deliv- 
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ential men in the churches, are in the ascendancy. 
We are losing the war against Communism, and no 
reversal of the trend is in sight. 

Ignorance and apathy, not ant i -Communist hys- 
teria, prevail. 

Whether the multitudes can 1* aroused in time to 
resist the increasing pressures of subversion. I do 
not know. I have only this assurance: that indi- 
vidual men and women will stand up against the 
foe, not counting the cost of calculating the risk. In 
the Soviet L'nion itself, I have met with young men 
and women, as well as old. who were the harried 
prisoners of uncertainty, not knowing from hour to 
hour what price they would have to pay for their 
religious faith. The last I ever heard of many of 
them was that they had been shipped off to a living 
death in the Arctic. They were members of the 
Tolstoy Society. Twenty-eight years ago this sum- 
mer. I smuggled their reconU. dating from Tolstoy's 
own time, out of Moscow and took them to London. 

We may l>c certain that some other group of high 
school 1k>vs. somewhere behind the Iron Curtain, 
will Kittle Soviet tanks antf machine guns with cob- 
blestones. 

Some other Russian schoolteacher will jump to 
almost certain death from the fourth floor window 
of some Soviet eonsulatc, in a hid for freedom. 

Some other young Polish pilot will take his plane 
aloft and streak westward through the skies, daring, 
against almost insuperable odds, tu strike for liberty. 

The valiant will walk through hell in search of 
freedom. 



HELP CIRCULATE THIS PAMPHLET 

Get extra copies for friends, church officers. 
Sunday school teachers, pastors, cwic leaders 

10 cents each ; 12 for $1 ; 100 for $7.50 

ORDER ADDITIONAL COPIES FROM 

CHRISTIAN BEACON PRESS 
Boi 218, Collingswood 7, N. J. 
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Your letter of July 22nd has been received and I * 
want to thank you tor your kind sentiments. It is hoped my future ° 
endeavors will continue to merit such approbation. © 



8 
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With respect to your inquiries, information contained 
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accord- 
ance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available 
for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of help in this instance 
but trust you will understand the necessary reasons for this policy. 
It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or do not have data in 
our files relating to the subjects you mentioned. 
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Enclosed is some literature which I trust will be of 
I Sincerely yours, 
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Internal Security Statement, 4-17-62 
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Wednesday, July 22, 1964 



Dear Sir, 

At this time we have in our church a minister who is 
very, very liberal. Our chureh^bytheway. is the First Christian 
. Church (Disciples of Christ), M J My concern is with the 

National Council of Churches. 

••-•••- •• - / 

Until now our church has never contributed to the N. C. C. 
and I wonder why all the ministers before this one felt no inclination to 
encourage us to do so. 
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I have heard a great deal about the National Council; some 
good, but a lot bad. I would very much appreciate it if you could furnish 
me some information on this organization. 

My father and mother received some literature recently . 
through the mail on this subject and I would like to know ,if they are a C 
reliable source of information. The pamphlet is calletfjg£acts for < — 
Freedom In a Nutshell" and it is published by Len-Jrf^Wagner, 608 S. 
Dearborn Street; Chicago 5, Illinois. The pamphlet I refer to is entitled 
"Communism In Our Churches. " If these facts are true; (and from all 
indications I have seen, I would assume they are), I most certainly do 
not wish money to be included in our budget for this organization. 

, y 

. Also, I have before me. a copy of "Through to Victory. " 
Rev. Paul Q>Neipp; 731 N. Sanders Ave. ; Ridgecrest, Calif, is the 
Editor. This last issue contains a speech made by you at the Seventh 
National Convention of Catholic Youth Organizations on Nov. 16, 1963. 
Some of the facts in this paper ar.e quite alarming and I should like to 
know also about the reliability of 'thilpapeivK 45> ; ' - " ... 12. & I 

I I have great respect for your opinions and2ve$ySn&ch% 4 

[appreciate whatever information you can give me. Thank you. 
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Tour letter of July 21st has been received. 

Pursuant to regulations of the Department of 
Justice, the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential 
and are available for official use only. For this reason, I am 
not able to respond in the manner you requested concerning the 
National Council of Churches. I hope you will not infer either 
that we do or do not have information in our files concerning 
this organization. 
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Sincerely yours, 
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5 r j Edg *l J « Hoover, Chief 

o ff aI Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. * 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 
^25«fSf lon ; I^ a ve-read~and heardlSny 

t c s?« fl i l Sve l :fi 8 l : t t jssf etatlon8 of the reaui?a ** 

L«° U if ! pp 2? Uta any information you could 
A^dTflW^ 1 ? natter . •« I «» * member of a 
Surche? belon 8 8 «© the National Council of 

With hopes of hearing from' you toon, I am 

Respectfully yours , 
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Your letter of July 27th has been received. 



K 



Pursuant to regulations of the Department of Justice, 
information contained in the flies of the FBI must be maintained as 
confidential and is available for official use only. For this reason 
I am sure you will understand why it Is not possible for me to com- 
ment in the manner you requested concerning the National Council 
of Churches of Christ in America. I hope you will not infer either 
that we do or do not have data in our files regarding this organization. 

In response to your request I am enclosing literature 
I hope will be of Interest to you. 






Sincerely yours, 
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Let's Fight Communism Sanely! 

The Communist War Against Human Dignity 

"Keys to Freedom" 

"Faith in Freedom" ft "ft W ** W .•/• 

Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion 
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Kr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C, 

Dear Mr, Hoover: 

JSS^JT' ln our 8ect ion of the country, as well as others, 
thd Net iona.l. Council, of. J?hurches. has cone under heavy attack, 
and has been smeared as be in/* communist lea llv oriented and 
infiltrated. Not only has this been the cose, but the Pro- 
testant Ministry in America has been similarly malimed aid 
condemned, I am very much concerned with this growing state 

i? C? irs * * rd * eslre "©re Information in order to be more 
reliably and intelligently informed as to these matters, and 
to have much needed information at hand in order to tnakr 
proper answer and defense to these flagrant charnres, if fcot 
true. The purpose of this writing, then, is tc get from you 
all the available information on these cubjeots, to know who 
our subversives are as to groups, or persons, end to know 
your position with regard to the" National Council of Churches 
of-Christ in America, If you would forward this information " 
to me with regard to this natter, and to give me any addi- 
tional information as to helping me be better equipped and 
more intelligently informed concerning the great issues 
which face us at this time, I shaL 1 greatly appreciate it. 
Or, if you can make certain references to other people or 
sources of beneficial information, I shall greatly appreciate 
this too. 



Thanking you with regard to this matter, 
personal regards, I remain: 



Sincere lr Tours. 



and with best 








A* 



■0? 



v> 



«9* 
-2 



( 



* 



9 



** 



®5S 



if 



July 28, 1064 



*>* v 



yiti 



> 




r m 

? 



^ 



7 _ 



// 9'' 




Honorable G. Elliott Hagan 
House of Representatives 
Washington, O. C. 30515 

My dear Congressman: 

I received your le tter of Jul 
enclosing a communication from 

While I would certainly like to be of ^J 
service to your constituent, information contained in our 
files must be maintained as confidential In accordance 
with regulations of the Department of Justice. I regret 
I am unable to be of help in this instance but trust Mr. Eyler 
will understand the necessary reasons. It is hoped he will 
not infer either that we do or do not have data in our tiles 
relating to the National Council of Churches and the World ■ 
Council of Churches. He may be assured, however, that 
this Bureau has not issued a statement along the lines he 
indicated. 

I am enclosing so me literature which I trust ' 
will be of interest top 
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Sincerely yours, 
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Faith in God-Our Answer $6 Communism 

Lets Fight Communism Sanely 1 

4- 1 -61 LEB'Introduction 

4-17-62 Internal Security Statement 

MOTE: Co ngressman Hagan is on the Special Correspondents' List. 
mm cannot be identified in Bufiles. 
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— — - Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 

Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 



I am enclosing a copy of a letter from one of my con- 
stituents which is self-explanatory. 

I would appreciate your comnent6 concerning the find- 
ings of the Federal Bureau of Investigation which I may pass 
on to( 



With every good wish, I am 
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Your letter dated July 21, 1964, has been received. 

Although I would like to be of service, Information In 
the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance 
with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available for 
official use only. I regret I am unable to help you and trust that you 
will not infer either that we do or do not have data in our records 
relating to the National Council of Churches. 

For your information, Mr. Smoot was employed by the 
FBI as a Special Agent from March 23, 1942, until June 15, 19 51, when 
he voluntarily resigned. His personal ventures and his opinions and 
comments are strictly his own and do not represent this Bureau In 
any way. 

f 

t 

Enclosed is literature I trust will be of interest to you. 

Sincerely yours, 
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Faith in God— Our Answer To Communism 

Let's Fight^ommunism'Sanely! 
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Kr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoovers 

I an eure that you and youx^$aff are aware of the attacks 
which are being Bade on the national Council of Churches 
here in Savannah, Georgia. Of flour se, one of the major 
throats of the attacks is that the Council is Co— nnlstic. 

I an enclosing a Resolution which my official board passed 
in mj absence last Sunday* For your information and help, 
•one parts of the Resolution concerning the Constitution and 
Articles of Religion which you will not need to comment 



tv 



However, I would like to have froa you a statenezxt concerning 
the National Council of Churches and Communism. Sane of our 
people think that the National Council is a Cosmunistic Front. 
If your office has available a list of such organisations that 
are considered communistic front organisations, I would appreciate 
jour sending ne a copy, if your office releases ouch information* 



I heard Mr. Sullivan speak at the rally in Macon, Georgia, last 
year on Conwmniam and the Church* This was a most helpful 
address and I believe if we had that in print to distribute 
or something similar it would help. 



V Thanking you for your help, I remain 
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V. Aubrey AlsobroA _ 
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A GROUP Or MSN INTEREGTED IN THE WELPARE OP THE METHODIST CmURCM 
AND CONCERNED WITH THE BROWING DISAPPROVAL Of THE ACTIONS OF TNt /* 

Kational Council or Churches or Cmrist t« tne United Statcn or m«nica;— 7V 

MAg MAOC A LONG, CAREFUL ANO PRAYERFUL STUDY AND INVEST! OAT ION Or TNCIN '. ^ \ 

ACTIVITIES AND RESOLUTIONS. , ■ -,*f. 

THE PASTORS ANO OFFICIALS ©r TMt CHURCH WERE NOT INCLUDED IN TWIN - V 
•TODY BECAUSE We 010 NOT WISH TO EMBARRASS THEN Oft WEOPANDIXE TNI IN 
POSITIONS IN TMt CHURCH ON CONFERENCE. 



*- — '-< 



AFTER MUCH TNOUSMT AND EXTENSIVE CESSANS*, TMC FOLLOWING NESOLVTJONS 
ARC PRESENTED TO THE OFFICIAL BOARD. 



RESOLUTION 
whereas; The Constitution or thc Methodist Church, section two, 

PARAGRAPH MINE STATES, *ThE GENERAL ConrERENCE SHALL NOT NEVONE, ALTER 
OR CHANGE OUR ARTICLES Or RELICION, OR CSTASLISH AKY NEW STANDARD ON 
RULES Or OOCTRIRC CONTRARY TO OUR PRESENT EXISTING, AND ESTABLISHED 
STANDARDS Or DOCTRINE* 

And whereas; The Articles or Reunion, Article XI M or the Church 
states, •The visible Church or Christ is a congregation or rAiTHFUL men 
;* which the pure Woro or Coo is preached, and the Sacraments cult 
administered according to Christ's ordinance, in all those things that 
or necessity are requisite or the name.* 

And Whereas; Article XXIII or the AroREHENTioRCO Articles or 
Religion states that the Rreoioent, the Congress, tke sekeral assemslics, 

THE GOVERNORS. AMD THE COUNCILS Or STATE AS THE DELEGATES ©r THE PEOPLE, 
ARC THE NULERG OP THE UNITED STATES ©r AMERICA, ACC0R0IN6 TO THE OIVIBICN 
Of POWER MADE TO THEK BY THE CONSTITUTION OP THE UNITED STATES AND OY 
THE CONSTITUTIONS OF THEIR RESPECTIVE STATES, AMD TH£ SAIO STATES ARE A 
SOVEREIGN ANO INDEPENDENT NATION, ANO OUGHT NOT TO SE SUBJECT TO ANY 

rcreign ^jurisdictions. 

And Whercas; The Methodist Church mas seen and is concluding and 

HANDLING THROUGH ITS OWN PNONOUNCEMENTS AND RESOLUTIONS AND THR0U8H 
MEMBERSHIP IK AND SUPPORT OP THE KATIONAL COUNCIL Or THE CmuRCMES Or 

Christ im the United States or America, propositions, instructions and 
recomhenoations which are not ecclesiastical, nut political awo civil, 

AS SHOWN IN THE ATTACHED DETAILING OP RESOLUTIONS AND ACTS. 

And Whereas; All or these resolutions are not ecclesiastical, cut 

ARE CIVIL AND POLITICAL AND NOT IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE ARTICLES OP 
Rt IGION OP THE MCTHffCIST CHURCH NOR IN ACCORD WITH THE UN t VERS At, time- 
tested Doctrine or Separation or Church ano State, *hich is a concern 
roR all Protestant Churches. 

Be it resolved, that the OrnciAL Board or Assury Memorial Church, 
in Savannah, Georgia so on necoro as being opposed to the Methodist 

CnyNCH CONTINUING TO BE A MEMBER OR IN ANY WAY SUPPORTING THE NATIONAL 

Council or Churches or Christ in the United States or America and the 
Worlo Council or Churches. 

6c it purther resolved, that the OrnciAL Board instruct tme 
Treasurer or the Church to withholo all ponds bent to the South Georgia 
Conference, except those punds used in the local church aro benevolence 
used in the South Georgia Conference area, the said punds to be melo 

IN ESCROW URTIL THE METHODIST CHURCH IB NO LONGER A MEMBER OP TMt 

National Council op Churches or Christ or America. 

fl Be it purther resolved, that a copy or this resolution be sent to 
'the Bishop op the South Georgia Conference and that it be publicieeo in 
all news media. 
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DETAIL OF NON-ECCLESIASTICAL, CIVIL AND POLITICAL RESOLUTIONS 
OF THE METHODIST CHURCH AND THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
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1. National Council of Churches of Christ of America, "Resolution 
ok Racial Justice Now," aoopted sy t« General Board on June ; 
5th, 1964 ano, "Resolution on Religion and Race," adoptco by 
the General Board on June 5th, 1964. 

2# The call of the National Council of Churches of Christ -of 

America, for Ministers to come to Washington to Lossy roft the 

PASSAGE OF THE ClVlL RIGHTS BlLL. ^ SS ^'^ ^W^Li^4^ ^= s^rgi»i 1 > r ui- 

3* The support of Clevelano Conference which passed a resolution 
in favor of recognition of Red China and' its admittance to 
the United Nations. 

4* Resolution in favor of the Hart-Cellars Bill which would 

allow 1,000,000 immigrants to enter the u.s.a. per year on a 

POPULATION BASIS. Tm I S WOULO DO AWAY WITH THE McCARRAN 

Security Act. Pronouncement U. S. Immigration and Natural!- 
2ATI0K Policy adopted by the General Boaro on March 21st, 1962. 

£• Resolution proposing the abolition of the House Committee on 
the uk-Axericak Activities* T hjs evidence is puslished in 
•Report Supplemented to House. Report No. 2225, Eighty Sixth 
Congress, Second Session, Union Calendar No. 540- 91 

6. Pronouncekents in favor of a World Government and a Wori^d 
Court. 

7. Pronouncement International Regulation and Reduction of 
Armametcts. Adopted by the General Board November 26th, 195'* 

8. Pronouncement in opposition to Permanent Universal Military 
Training. (Adopted by General Board March 3*&, *S55») 
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July 16, 1964T 




I have received and carefully noted the contents 
of your letter dated July 6, 1064, with enclosures. 

In line with our long-standing policy, we cannot*, 
comment on material which we did not prepare. The quotations js* 
attributed to FBI officials were taken from remarks previously 5- 
made by them on other occasions. s 

Enclosed Is literature I hope will be of tnt^cs,^ •- 
to you and I am returning the material you sent. ; *» ^ 
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Sincerely yours, 
* Rfear Rawer 
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Enclosures (7) 

Correspondent's four enclosures 

Faith In Freedom 

Faith In God our Answer To Communism 

Let's Fight Communism Sanely 



#V 



NOTE: Correspondent's enclosures were her correspondence with 

Ssverend Gordon, jSpaugh, President, Provincial Elders Conference, 
oraVian Chiirch; Louis Cassel's article regarding communism in the 
churches from ithef Ap*flc29uJ9J&l, "New Ybrk Worfd-Telegram and Sui>>^ 
and a leaflet .which has been dlstrlbutedjridely Indicating a comparison 
NOT.E.conMnucd next page/f - fl | 
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between objectives of the National Council of Churches and the 
objectives of the Communist Party. Correspondent wrote the 
Director in April, 1962, and asked questions regarding communism. 
Her letter was acknowledged by communication dated 4/23/62. 
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AOy 6, 1961* 



Mr. CalUhan 

Mr. Coond ^ ' 



»4££± 










& 



l!r« J* Edgar Hoover, ' Director 
Federal Bxreajt of Ihvsstisation 
"■asblnston, D. C. 

Door 15% Hoover, 

1 as writins you in re S -rds to e reprint of en article that I hsve attached t& 
this letter that I received f ran &*. Gordon Spau 2 h, President ?*o\rincial Slders 
Conference, Iferavian Church in America, 500 South Church St. wlnston-Salec, I. C. 
I wrote Re v. S ^>MBB j|^BwHwfr ** ^gards to rithdraning our ^ 
naaberehi rB^HBiHB rroc **» fctional Council of Churches and save hia' " 
what I thought ras proof to substantiate ay request which you will find also attached 



£ 



fsj to this letter. 



r- - 
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g Soaehor , sozesfcere, voaeome is giving out wrond information, ad I need some 

strengthening. In "A Manual for Survival- published by the Church Ler.gue of America 
you are quoted mmy times and what you aay is not tie tame as appeirs in this article 
sent to me by Spaugh ncr docs the testimony of litt Cvetic (page l!tf) agree that there 
is no infiltration in the Churches. 

r^ease sir help me with box st tenent strong en-ugh to discredit this article 






by WU1S 3 .£SZL*S 
kfhel 



I^mjjren aware that wile* clains ad extremist help the Cornunist to accce^iah°; 
-heir goals and for sure this is not my intentions. I -welcome any investisa&pn you 



,ui' .V'. 



ay. earnest desire totoej 



'^ Ca ?^- t0 . " al:B *° a8c * t:iln ^ «i»^i^5r afe ? paWotism. ly fore fathers helped ' 
to settle "ioen* and to build Winston. XW» «7 " " 

?$and a free America. *" \gj fi£C»35 / 

with many thanks for your prompt attentJJ to the above, aTflfcjHil-my^g&re § 
%'„ thanks to you for all you and your department have done 
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MAILED 19 

JUL 15 1964 

COMM-FBI 



cps r 1 

Your letter of July 9th has been received. * 3: 

With reepect to your Inquiry, information contained x A 
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance 
with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available for., 
official use only. I regret I am unable to be of help in this instance 
but trust you will understand the necessary reasons for this policy. 
It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or do not have data 
in our files relating to the National Council of Churches.- In addition, 
this Bureau does not cite any organization or individual as subversive. 
The public identification of organizations as communist pr communist- 
front groups is made by the Department of Justice after hearings, are 
held by the Subversive Activities Control Board. 

Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of interest. 

Sincerely yours, 

* fcgar Hooves' 
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"'Enclosures (4) 

*7aith in Cod- -Our Answer To Communism" 

Let's Fight Communism Sanely! 

Internal Security Statement 4-17-62 

LEB jntigductipn ^1*61 

NOTE: Obrrespofide^t is not identifiable in Buttles. 
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July 9. 1964 



I!r. J. Edcar Hoover 
Director, F.B.I. 
Washington, ^D.C. 

Dear !.!r. Koover: 

I rray that this letter will somehow reach your desk, be- 
cause you ore In a position to pive peace of mind to me 
and hundreds of my acquaintances by a simple, brief letter* 

As Church School Superintendent of a larre . ethodist Church, 
a hear constant criticism of the 'National Council of Churches, 
This very/Befriend of mine told me that it hrd been officially 
cited by The F.B.I, as a subversive orcanization. 



lly 



Like the vast majority of Americans, my fellow church members 
and I have the utmost confidence in you and your organization. 
'.ill you please Give ne a simple £tctc:.ient as to your o inion 
of the patriotism of the Ilatlinal Council of Churches and 
its activities. 



lours truly, 
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July 16, 1964 




o 0ea 



K 



received. 



Your letter of July 10th, with enclosure, has been 



«~/« 



in th» #».. «# JF^S* 9 **}!? your ^"^t information contained 2 ^ 
S* J* fi!« f ^JS 1 ^ USt * fflato ^e<i " confidential in accorda&e * 
with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available for-T? — 
official use only. I regret I am unable to be of help in this instance 3 
but trust you will understand the necessary reasons for this polio?? S 
It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or do not have dataC 5 
in our files relating to the National Council of Churches. ^^ t 
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Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of interest? 



Sincerely yours, 
9. Edgar Hoover 
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Enclosures (4) 

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 



"*aith inGod--Our Answer To Communism*' 
4-17-62 Internal Security Statement 



4-1-61 LEB Introduction 

One Nation's Response To Communism 
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July 10, 190; 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Yifashington, D. C. 

Gentlemen : 

I an lnalterably opposed to canmunlsm, as the tern 
is generally known to the world today, inasmuch as 
communism is inalterably opposed to the plan of 
Cod. 

For quite sone time, I hare had the knowledge that 
coon?uni3m has infiltrated into certain church move- 
ments, particularly tl/e^Nat ional Co uncil of Churshea. 
However, I have no actual facts anf proof. It is 
my desire to help my people recognise and defend 
against this deceitful type of aggression which can 
be so destructive) to the Church. 

rail you ple-.se sond me inforrrtion that will bo 
helpful to me in my purpose? Thank you. 



In Hi 






8 JUL 16 1954 
F.s. If you hnvc short items of the filler type 
for newspapers, I nay be able to get s uuu uj u i hen 
in the local paper. 
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July 13, 1964 
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Your letter of July 6th has been received. 






If 



With respect to your Inquiry, information con- 
tained in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential 
in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and 
is available for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of 
help in this instance but trust you will understand the necessary 
reasons for this policy. It is hoped you will not infer either that 
we do or do not have data in our files relating to the National 
Council of Churches. 

I am enclosing some material which I hope will 
be of interest to you. 
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MAILED It 

JUL 13 Wo4 
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Sincerely yours, 
U. Edgar Hoover 




?/" Enclosures (5) 
\ ' LEB Introduction, 4-1-61 

"Faith in God - Our Answer To Communism" 
Internal Security Statement, 4-17-62 
Let's Fight Communism Sanfe^y!,. /X/ 

One Nation's Response to Communism/ / 
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July 6, 196b 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Invest! pa tion 

Viashtnpton, D.C. 

Dear Sir: 







I am writing this personal letter to you in order to ask 
a favor. I am a Methodist preacher in the city of 
Birmingham. Lately, there has been a great deal of dis- 
^^cussion in our church and our area relative to the 
C^ation al Coun ci l of Churc hes. As you probably know, 
The Methodist Church is a~nember of that organization. 
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The trend of the discussions center around the question 
as to whether or not the National Council has been 
involved in any subversive activities - or whether or not 
any of its leaders have been involved in the same. I 
would certainly appreciate any information you could 
give me along these lines. And, I assure you, such 
information would be kept in strictest confidence. 

Our local church here has withdrawn all support from 
the national Council both financial and otherwise. It 
would help me to know if they were justified in such 
action or not. 

V.ould you let me here from you soon regarding this 
matter? 



Sincerely yours , 
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Your letter of July let has been received, and I wa*t 
to thank you for your best wishes and prayers. 



With respect to your inquiry, information contain***! o J» 
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accorda&e * 
with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available lor § «* 
official use only. I regret I am unable to be of help in this instance 
but trust you will understand the necessary reasons for this policy. 
It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or do not have data in 
our files relating to the National Council of Churches. 
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Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of interest 

Sincerely yours, 
' '9. Edgar Howsr 
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Enclosures (5) 

One Nation' s Response to Communism 

Faith in God—Our Answer To Communism 

Law Enforcement Bulletin 4-61 

Letfs Fight Communism Sanely! 

Internal Secu|rttyfta^m/njL Jj 17 " 62 

NOTE: Correspondent is a former Special Agent who EOD on 2-5-40 
as a clerk ai^p^^g^ a Special Agent He resigned on 10-22-54, 
services satisfactory, lie vis on. the ogfalformtf Crime Reports 
bulletin mailing list ^ '^ ' ' 
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New Orleans, Louisiana 
July 1, 1964 
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Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 
Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U. S. Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 



en 



The Session of the ( ■ Presbyterian Church, of Which I 

am a member, has appointed met^devffop information concerning .the 
National Council of Churches of Christ in the U. S. A. Although the 
General' Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States recently 
voted to continue its membership in the Council some members of our 
congregation have dissented from this decision in various ways ranging 
fron simple protest to withdrawal from church activity and financial 
support of the church. The study which I am undertaking is intended to 
guide the Session in evaluating our problem and taking appropriate action. 
The complaints are principally directed at the Council's pronouncements 
and activities in racial matters, public school prayer and other social, 
economic and political matters of a controversial character. 

I am reluctant to burden you with such a request at a time when 
you and the Bureau are being taxed so unreasonably by those extremists 
of right and left who have made a mockery of "civil rights" and the 
American concept of orderly justice under the law. However, in my pre* 
liminary research I have encountered much material that may be of a 
"whitewash" character on the one hand or inflammatory half* truth on the 
other. In order that my work will not be subject to serious attack on 
account of sources used, I wonder if the Bureau might provide me with a 
bibliography of reasonably accurate public source material reflecting 
communist connections of the Council and its officials. I have written 
to the Council for information concerning finances, officers, organiza- 
tional structure and official pronouncements. 

Be assured that any assistance will be gratefully received and % 
will in no way be attributed to the Bureau. S y sj *r s $> / /> lit! 
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With best wishes and prayers for your strength 
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Sincere i^r-yeurs , 
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Your letter of July 7th has been received. 

la response to your Inquiry, Information In the 
files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential In accordance 
with regulations of the Department of Justice and Is available 
for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of help In this 
Instance but trust you will understand the necessary reasons 
for this policy. It Is hoped you will not Infer either that we do 
or do not have data In our files relating to the National Council 
of Churches. 



be of Interest. 



I am enclosing some material which I hope wll| 
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Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoogeg 
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Enclosures (5) 

4/17/62 Internal Security 

4/1/61 LEB Intro 

Let's Fight Communism Sanely I 

Faith In God— Our Answer To Communism 

One Nation's Response to Communism 

NOTE: Correspondent Is not identifiable In Buflles. 
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J. Edgar Hoover 
Washington D. C. 

Dear Sir. 

o 

Please is there a nything concerning the National 
Cou ncil of Churchesr- in connection with the communist partyand 
other organizations— that you_are f ree to tel l? T hat is published ? 

Our Church (Presbyterian U. S. ) people are greatly 
disturbed in the part we_ are asked to take in the N. C. C. because 
we are sure (but have no proof. ) That the l eader s (not the organiza- 
tion) are "Connected with communism in some way. 



gl We do not like what they are teaching our children (Y. P. ) 

p (U. CYM. & C. O. R. E. etc. ) We are told that N. C. C. is responsible \J 

j£| for the agitators who are being sent into the south. 

Presbyterian preachers it seems are causing most of the trouble. 

Sometimes I think they are the main fools and main communist (altho 

they may not know ttr They are tools I) am I right? 




# Help us I 



If the agitators would stay home and behave themselves 
we would settle this thing sooner. They want the credit! 

As a three times past pre sident of the Women of the 
Church and a hard worker in the church I am deeply conserned . 

We are being sold down the drain. We need'your help ./£>£) - Tj .?/-. /^ j> 

This is not idle curosity, to cause trouble. *® ** — — — — 

s JUL 13 136* 
7/.' ? '- / We need information now 1 1 1 

'' I'm afraid we are already too late to do much. We 

are too deeply mixed up in N. C. C. . All our programs and even our 
Sunday School Lessons "The Covinent Life Curiculum" are mixed up 
In N. C. C. 



With God's help we are going to try to find out the truth! 
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Sincerely & in His name 
lam 




(Church historan) 
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I am not an agitator. I want facts. 
I am a~great grandmother interested in 
the future of her Church and grandchildren. 
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Tour letter of July 3rd has been received. 

With respect to your Inquiry, information 
contained in the files of the FBI must be maintained as 
confidential in accordance with regulations of the Department 
of Justice and is available for official use only. I regret I am 
unable to be of help in this instance but trust you will under- 
stand the necessary reasons for this policy. It is hoped you 
will not infer either that we do or do not have data in our files 
relating to the National Council of Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. 
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Enclosed is some literature I trust will be 



Sincerely yours, 
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Let's Fight Communism Sanely! 

"Faith in God— Our Answer To Communism" 



Internal Security Statement 4-1^02g | 03 |,l(i>j 

LEB Introduction 4-1-61 , yn-fj.'/X 

One Nation's Response To Communism l/L ' J r^/ 




NGEFE: Correspondent and 
identifiable in Bufiles. 



ire not 



Saltltw 

T«wl_ 

Tiottw 



DFCrrls (3) w^ 



Tiottet _ __^ J) | 



TELETYPE WIT C] 



<fr<*i 



?) 



A^/ 






I 



-•c 

% 

■-4' 

4 
I: 



^ 



I -' 



3 













Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I am writing you as a member of the above committee. It is 

our pumose to study the activities of the National Co uncil 

of C hurches o fjChrlst in the United States of America. 

We soliclte your assistance in supplying us with any information 
you might have access to concerning the activities of the NCCCA. 
Specifically, we are trying to verify whether or not the Communists 

have definately infiltrated this Church Organization, and if so 

to what extent. 

Any information will be greatly accredited and we would like 

this information for our next meeting on July 15th. if at all 



possible. 
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Your letter of June 30th has been received. 

With respect to your Inquiry, Information 
contained In the files of the FBI must be maintained as confi- 
dential In accordance with regulations of the Department of 
Justice and Is available for official use only. I regret I am 
unable to be of help In this Instance but trust you will under- 
stand the necessary reasons for this policy. It is hoped you 
will not Infer either that we do or do not have data In our files 
relating to the National Council of Churches. 

Enclosed Is some literature which I hope you 
will find of interest. 



Sincerely yours, 

/ 
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irtUgsr Hoover. 
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One Nation's Response to Communism 
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June 30, 1964 
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Kr. J^'Ed^ar Hoover 

Director, Federa'l Bureau of Investication 

VJashincton, D. C. 

Dear Vcr. Hoover: 
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Please tell me how I can find out the truth about the National Council of Churches? 

I have read Dr. Billy James Hargis' "Fifty Counts of Treason to God and Country 1", 
a cer«.on civen in 1961 by an Episcopal minister in Tezes, a copy of which sermon is 
in the Congressional Record, and a number of other articles, sermons, etc. riving 
evidence that the National Council of Churches has been infiltrated by Communists 
to such an alarming extent that it appears that they are in control. Recently a 
newspaper printed a letter to the editor protesting a film at the New York "..'orMi's 
Fair. The filr allegedly is sponsored by the National Council of Churches and shows * 
Christ as a clown. I understand that the National Council of Churches has come out 
against the Becker Amendment, but before the Supreme Court decision on prayers and 
Bible reading in schools the ministers of various denominations rot only did not 
complain about the prayers they often took part in religious exercises in the schools. 

I have talked to several ministers who state th?t the National Council of Churches 
has not been infiltrated by Communists but that soir.s "groups" in it may use the name 
for Co-rrunist purposes. How can a so-called religious organization be partly religious 
and partly Comrunist? If even one segment of the National Council of Churches is 
srxmsoring communist causes, why do the bishops, ministers, and officials of the 
National Council of Churches not denounce such groups? 

I have read your book, "Masters of Deceit" and I am reading John Stormer'3, "Hone 
Dare Call It Treason". I am willing to do 'all I can to fight communism, but in the 
case of the National Council of Churches I feel as though I a.-t fighting coamunism 
with one hand and supporting it with the other. Others are just as confuse? as I 
am. 

I shall very much appreciate any information that lfill clear up the confusion 
regarding the<J&tional Council of Churches. 
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Sincerely yours, 



U 



fix 



m 



*Si 




./ 



<fc 



RBC-22 



s JUL 9 1964 



r . 







V 
X 



<r 



# 



( 



t 



/OO- JC ? (r? 1/dlpZrtv 2, 




1964 



*;w 



tftffr^' 



"ii 



Your letter of June 29th has been received. 

With respect to your Inquiry, I would like to advise 
that this Bureau does not issue clearances of any type. In addition, 
Information contained in our files is confidential and available only 
for official use, pursuant to regulations of the Department of Justice. 
In view of this, the FBI has not issued a statement along the lines 
you indicated. I hope you will not infer either that we do or do not 
have data in our files regarding the National Council of Churches. 

Sincerely yours, 
"5. Edgar Hoover 
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
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June 29, 1964 

The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover, Director 

FBI 
Washington, D C. 
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Dear Sir: 

At a recent -£££ StfKiSilBESSSSS 
S^ffcS^O^r «2Si It had cornet in it 

others. 

jj-ra^J^^^ 

' *««, i t Beale he informed me that the 

In visiting with our State Secretory, J. T. Beale, ne ^^ fc 

^^ d S d ^eSfsS^o?^r.^to»e. ptease, 
TOS ^n, U* a .»aU .natter, but to -. - «• ^ « Isa^ ^ 

Zt^e passes Si-- -g f^^^tT^T 

deeply appreciated. g 1Q64 

! « not lending t»e National O-O. £ -— *£» «-j2~ ' 
work and reputation throughout the Free worw. — 
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Your letter of June 30th has been received, and 
I want to thank you for your thoughtfulness in writing. 

While I would like to be of assistance, information c 
contained in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential 5 
in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is 
available for official use only. In view of the foregoing I trust you 
will understand why I cannot comment as you requested. 

While I have always refrained as a matter of 
policy from recommending any literature which has not been 
prepared by this Bureau, it is a pleasure to enclose some material 
which I trust will be of help. Perhaps you may also wish to refer 
to my books, "Masters of Deceit, " and "A Study of Communism. " 
These were written to help Americans gain an insight into the 
strategy and tactics of Communists, both in this country and abroad. 
These books may be available at your local library. 

Sincerely yours, 

0. Edgar Hoover 

is (5) 

4-1-61 LEB Introduction 

4-17-62 Internal Security Statement 

Let's Fight Communism Sanely 

Faith in God— Our Answer to Communism. 

One Nations Response to Communism. 

NOTE: Bufiles contain nothing identifiable concerning correspondent 
with the exception of one prior outgoing on 12-6-63 in which he was 
furnished reprint £*ateriaL i ^ 
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Dear Mr. Hoover, 

I am writing you because I do not know where else to go 
for the answers to my questions. I called the local F.B.I, office and they 
could not help me. 

First I would like to know if in your opinion Billy James 
Hargis and Fred Schwarz and their organizations are extreme or are 
they dependable sources of material. 

Secondly - you recommend checking if a group is lauded by 
the communist press or their material is published by the communist 
press . Where may I learn the names of communist printing offices? 
How may we know what the communist press is saying without sub- 
scribing and supporting their publications ? 

Thirdly, does your office issue a recommended reading list? 
If so please forward me one, that I may follow as well as distribute to 
my family and friends. 

<2 Fourth I would like any material or sources of material on the 

National Counci l of Churches and/br individuals holding leadership positions 
in mat organization. 

I have the HCUA material on the Air Reserve Training manual y 
and "Operation Abolition. " Personally I have had little respect for the 
N. C. C. because many of its spokesman cast doubts or deny the Bible as 
the Word of God, the virgin birth, deity of Christ etc. My minister has 
said to me that he holds the view I do. Recently I discovered Jbat^our 
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I was disturbed by the material before I ^& , aWa9e 1 iH«s 
copy righted by the L C. R. E. The lessons did not te ach th e gre at doc trines 
of the Bible but that may be only my personal opinion. However the. second 
quarterly for 1964 casts doubts on national pride and shrines taught acceptance 
of all immigrants, and then taught absolute submission to government without 
once indicating we are the government as we make ourselves aware and 
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To my sorrow I have found that not only is my church (Christian 
and Missionary Alliance) using these outlines but also the Methodist, Christian 
and Southern Baptist Churches. The Methodist material states that one of 
the evils of our day is "unequal distribution." Each of these denominations 
print this, material in their own publishing house. 

My concern is that the Christian and Missionary Alliance is no 
better than the individuals and the seperate churches are that make up this 
movement. I do not want our theology watered down till it means nothing. 
What evidence is there that I may give our people to show them mat the 
N. C. C. is of questionable loyalty to Christian principles and American 
ideals? Is the N. C. C. and the men in it praised by Communist presses? 
I know they upheld the communist cause in regard to "Operation Abolition" 
but is this the only instance ? 

Any information you can give me or sources of information will 
be most appreciated. 

Sincerely, 
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Your letter of July 1st has been received. 

With respect to your Inquiry, information 
contained in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confi- 
dential in accordance with regulations of the Department of 
Justice and is available for official use only. I regret I am 
unable to be of help in this instance but trust you will under- 
stand the necessary reasons for this policy. It is hoped you 
will not infer either that we do or do not have data in our files 
relating to the National Council of Churches. 
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I am enclosing some material which I hope will be 

Sincerely yours, 
IEeqct noons 
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J. Edgar Hoover, director, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Wash. , D. C. 

Dear Sir, 

As a member of "First Baptist Church" of | 

I have been appointed, tax our Pastor, to 6erve on his committee 
to make a study of the National Council of Churches" 

It/ 

It is the belief of some responsible pqfcons that this 
organization is communist inspired. If your bureau has made an 
investigation there of, we would appreciate a report of your findings. 

This subject is causing much dissention, and a 
division among the members of our Church. We would welcome 
authortative material retarding such. 

Respectfully Yours, 
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Your letter of July 1st has been received, and 
I want to thank you for your complimentary remarks concerning 
my efforts as Director of the FBI. It is my hope the future 
endeavors of this Bureau will continue to merit your approval. 

While I would like to be of assistance, information 
contained in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential 
in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and 
is available for official use only. In view of the foregoing, I trust 
you will understand why I cannot comment as you requested. 
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July 1, 1964 



Dear Mr. Hoover, 




hi 



I am a member of the Methodist Church here in 
I would like some information from your office. 

I There has been a lot of criticism against the 

J National Council of Churches of which our Methodist Church 
I is a member 6 supports financially also. One of the things 
I leveled at this organization is that is is Communistically 
( inspired and that there are members of the National Council 
that have been, or now known Communist. I would like to have 
the truth in this matter. If we have Communist on the National 
Council, I would like their names. If not please give me the 
information necessary to clarify this matter. 

I have full confidence in your office and I'm 
proud to have you & your organization trying to protect the 
United States and her people from Communism & other evils. 

Thank you for a job well done. 

Very truly yours, 
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Your letter of June 26th has been received. 

With respect to your inquiry, information 
contained in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confi- 
dential in accordance with regulations of the Department of 
Justice and is available for official use only. I regret I am 
unable to be of help in this instance but trust you will under- 
stand the necessary reasons for this policy. It is hoped you 
will not infer either that we do or do not have data in our files 
relating to the National Council of Churches. 
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Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of 



Sincerely yours, 

t 

J. Edgar Hoow 
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JS-.J-Edgar Hoover Director June 26 ' 196 * 

Federal ftireau of Investigation 

Kashington,D.C. 
Dear Sir; 

I an writing you because of my concern as a Methodist as to the Leaders 
and the movements o£ The national. Council of Chirches.This subject haTcoS 
up in conversations around our Church and I feel that it will ™, ~«. iZ» 
^Governing body of our Church and I want totaSj^t SS.ttL'SJKSc, 

*h»* \ ETJ f? ad T^ 7 "JJ 81 ! 8 ^ 1 *!* "*"!»P» «»t tend to make me think 
that the National Council of Churches is Communist Inspired.I know theiri. 
not a person in this country more Qualified than you tS ^me^raight! 
. .; lease send "f u an y information on this organization that you can! V.y 
ZrrL C0 Tf ern i s *** '"PPWt that our church is giving the National council 
of Churches and if we should continue to do so. x 

Thanking you in advance for your attention in this natter,! remain; 
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Your letter of June 23rd has been received, and 
I want to thank you lor your complimentary comments concerning 
my efforts as Director of the FBI. It is my hope the future 
endeavors of this Bureau will continue to merit your approval. 

In response to your inquiry , I have never issued 
a report regarding the National Council of Churches. In addition, 
information contained in the files of the FBI must be maintained as 
confidential in accordance with regulations of the Department of 
Justice and is available for official use only. In view of the 
foregoing, I trust you will understand why I cannot comment as you 
requested. 
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Enclosed is some literature which I hope you will 




Sincerely yours, 
*• Edgar Hoover 
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J. Edgar Hoover 

Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 



t 



£j have recently read some disturbing articles 
concerning the National Council of Churches. I write this as a 
Christian man and the ideas these articles state as truth have me 
"deeply disturbed. Your name is mentioned as having made reports 
on this organization. They state that the National Council of Churches 
began as the Federal Council of Churches with Bishop W?rd, a card 
carrying Communist, as the head man. In the 1950's a man by the 
name of Oxnam (?) Headed up this organization and that he was one 
of Bishop Wards Protogee. 

I would sincerely appreciate any ^formation on this 
group, either pro or con concerning these statements. If it is a 
Communist front this is a matter of deep concern to all Christians. 

My sincere thanks to you as an individual for the 
tremendous service you have given our Country. We shall certainly 
miss you when you no longer hold your present position. I know you 
have a most trying job, and according to the way our Supreme Court 
has been handing out decisions, a most frustrating one. 

Again my sincere thanks for any information you can 
give me in this matter. 
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306 Pyramid Building ' 
"Little Rook, Arkansas 
Vune 26, 1964 . 
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Mr. R. H, Edwin Espy 
r~) General Secretary 
C^ National Council of Churches 

*75 Riverside 

New York. New York 10027 

Dear Mr. Espys 

Ab a member of a church that is a member of the NCC f I hare become 
increasingly aware in recent years of an ever growing dissatisfaction 
with the policies of the council as it moves from its original 1950 
high ideals toward active participation in the so-called "Civil 
Rights" movement* 

This has generated a flood of literature from many quarters charging 
the NCC with everything from actual communistic infiltration to 
trying to get Bed China in the UN. What value should be placed oil 
[these writings is not known, but even the FBI ha recently reveals* I 
I that it now has evidence that known reds have penetrated some of , ? 
{the various negro civil rights organizations. C. 

As the NCC has now actively and openly embraced several of theW' ? * 
latter groups and embarked on an ill-advised attempt to sponsSUs • 
and train (in Ohio) some 175 students for "duty" in Mississippi, U~~ 
would appear that a further grass-roots revolt may be in the offifii.*- 
This can only hurt the member churches. *T j 

As a lay member of a member church, I resent these policies which f*'- 
to me are no more Christian in nature than the Soviet Union and can/*" 
only result In more turmoil, confusion and resentment throughout \ 
our nation during this difficult period we are in. X 

Regardless of our personal feelings In this Civil Bights movement, '• , 
it seems that the NCC nas embarked on a most unfortunate course r> 
which- should be terminated forthwith. 

Certainly Christ .»**i advocated breaking lor aws - and that is 
exactly what theot aid agitators are doing » . plan to do. 
Certainly no informed person would seriously a: locate using the 
street as the proper place to solve problems - unless we have re- 
gressed back to darkest Africa. 

In, closing, the Encyclopedia Brltlannlca lists under the major 
goals and alms or the MCC, a strong stand against Communism in all / 
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June 26, 1964 



forms. To sponsor such "Task Forces" Into the South can only help 
the World Communistic conspiracy which will use the recent (and 
future?) events in their propaganda smears* . 

As Mr. J. Edgar Hoover said recently before the House Subcommittee 
on Appropriations (January 29, 1964) t 

"In this drive, Negroes have, over the years, been 
subjected to intensive and extensive Communist agitation 
and propaganda. The Communist Party has always depicted 
itself to Negroes as the champion of social protest and 
the leader in the struggle for racial equality. But the 
truth of the matter is that the Communist Party is not 
motivated by any honest desire to better the status or 
condition of the Negro in this country, but strives only 
to exploit what are often legitimate Negro complaints 
and grievances for the advancement of Communist objectives. 
Controversial or potentially controversial racial issues 
are deliberately and avidly seized upon by Communists for 
the fullest possible exploitation. Racial incidents are 
magnifie d and dramatized by Communists in an effort to 
generate racial tensions . As a result, such campaigns 
are actually utilized as a stepplngstone to extend 
Communist Influence among the Negroes." (emphasis mine) 

Yours very truly, 



%i<f. 



B. C. Hulsey 
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The purpose of this memorandum is to record information volunteered 
: to SA Papich by Dulles on 6/20/64, relative to Dulles f s recent trip to 
: Mississippi, 

Dulles advised that he personally was surprised that the President 
Iiad selected him for the mission • Before leaving for Mississippi, he had 
a clear-cut understanding with the President that he would not become in- 

* volvecfin any way .whatsoever with investigation being conducted* to determine* 
I £ he whereabouts of the thx*ec missing students, Tae^President had emphasize^' 

to. Dulles that he was to look into the over-all. law enforcement picture and % 
try to cone up with recommendations which_ would not involve the use of V S. t 
/ llarshals or troops. Dulles described his aeetings~with the Governor of v 
' Mississippi/ other subordinates, state officials, and several business and <\ 
civic leaders. He was treated very cordially. The Governor invited him to \ 
\ stay at the Mansion, but Dulles politely declined. He explained that he , v 
: was concerned that before he left, it might become necessary to confer with^ 
! Negroes and obviously such discussions would never be condoned in the ^ 
! Governor's Mansion. lie stayed at a local hotel and held most of his confer- 
I ences in the U. S. Attorney's Office. Me also had some talks with church > 
leaders in the offices of a Catholic cathedral. Before he left Mississippi^ 
he was a guest ut a dinner given by the Governor which Included several 
state government officials and civic leaders. Everybody in this group wr.r B 
\ firmly opposed to the project which' has led to Northern students coming i: o 
I Mississippi. ; j£V— i> ^ ?/ ?~ g 

. •. Ine Governor end others referred to the pending Civil Bights «c 
; legislation and asked Dulles if he would appeal to the President to delay g 

• the enforcement of the laws once they are enacted for an indefinite period ,g 
< Dulles took tLi position that it would be impossible! .for the President to o 
1 do so, explaining that once the legislation was law, It had to be enforced. 

Dulles described his discussions with the Director prior to his 
departure for Uississippi and the discussion which he had with the- 
Director while in the President's Office on 6/26/64. Be referred to the. 
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■?* Memo Brcnnan to Sullitflf fc" 

I B©: Allen W« Dulles ™" w 

I- 

I .recommendntions which already have been publicized and consented that the 
f irector possibly was irritated with him for recommending the "Beefing up" 
f . of Bureau personnel in Mississippi • The Agentfe only conment was that If 
| J the Director was displeased with any statement made by Dulles, he. Dulles 
would certainly hear from the Director. Dulles then explained that hejxad 
, no other recourse because the Presidcnt-Jiad .made, it very clear that ho 
I w.ante.d_to .avoid the use of Marshals and .Federal troops. In Dulles *s opinion 
;he could only see ~tlfe~ Bureau 'as serving "as "a deterrent force representing 
I the Federal government. Bo recognized that the situation in Mississippi is 
? I . so explosive that it will be Impossible for all law enforcement agencies. 
[. £; { Including the FBI, to eliminate the current threat to Northern student 

J « * visitors. 

•• * pi ' 

??£ CJ Dulles advised that on 6/27/64 he conferred with leaders of the 

r Nation al Council of Churches. _ At this meeting, he emphatically told all 
present that although xno church leaders claimed that they were training 
people in what appeared to be a noble mission, they should clearly under- 
stand that they were participating in a project which could lead to the 
deaths of any or all of these students going into Mississippi. Dulles 
stated that he made it clear that he wanted his views to go on record with 
the church leaders because he was acting on the instructions of the President 
•I j|i| The church leaders advised Dulles that they recognized the gravity of the 
$■; I situation and that they would meet concerning this matter in New York City 
p on the morning of 6/29/64. 

M 

p> Dulles volunteered some personal observations concerning the 

V', situation ±1 Mississippi. IJepersonally believes that the three students 
'.£•■ haVe.. been disposed of and hels inclined to discount the story that all of 
this may be a hoax. In his opinion, many of the people involved in the 
student training project are naive and complete ly_incapable of appreciating 
or. understanding the dangers ~iti~Ui'ssissippl. Be thinks that most of the 
students are not mature enough to appreciate the realities involved. Be 
also recognizes~~that" some of these students are ^erks" and are involved 
solely for adventure. lie commented that w orst -of all so many of the 
Integration leaders earnestly want incidents and will "continue to. provoke 
situations. Dulles is firmly convinced that such people want to force the 
"President's hand so that he will have no alternative other than sending 
§|jtrQ£p_s into Mississippi. 1/ 

?| 1 Dulles commented that he hoped he will not have to return to. 
p AMlssissippi and" he personally believes it would be unwise for him to make 
|$ j -another trip in that area in the immediate future. Be was very complimen- 
H i tary concerning 4he reputation enjoyed by the Bureau in the South and he 
fe: ' commented very favorably concerning the courtesies extended to him by the 
J Resident Agent in Meridian, Mississippi.. 

For information. 
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MEMORANDUM FOll MR. XOLCOM 

Ma. DLLMONT 
Mil. ROSKN y ; 

. . MU. SULLIVAN ' 

./ - '/ MJi. DE LOACH 

.y *' 

I returned an carUor call from tho President. He stated AHen 
^Allies was there making his rc.ort and ho wanted hlra to go over with mo 
his recommendations to tlio President before 1 read about them and ho 
thereupon put Mr. DuHcs on tho phone. 

'■M • Mr. DuUoo stated ho Celt, altor ho had viewed tlie situation down 

g* In Mississippi, that If tho President concurred and he, Dulles, realizes it Is 

difficult fur me, ho thinks I uu^ht to.rovlow tlie numb or of Agents wo have In 
that t>late an I am tho only one who can do It. Ho statod ho realizos tliat wo 
jj| have an excess number thore on account of tlio Philadelphia, Mississippi, 

~~ plotter, but ho thou 4 ;ht that when it comes time to withdraw those, wo should 

look at the wholo situation because thoro are about a half dozen other situations 
thcro and there might be terroristic activity of eotno kind. Ho said he liad mods 
tliat recommendation to tho President and tho President wanted him to repeat It 
to tho press but ho wanted my vlows. I commontod that It Is going to bo an 
Almost superhuman task and Mr* DuUoo stated ho realized that. 

I stated you havo about 1, 000 youngsters going down thore In tho 
next thirty days or so. Mr. OuHes said there ore 200 or 300 now and ho 
understands that tho 1, 000 number has boon cut down substantially. I commented 
M tiiat maybe some fear has gone into them. f ^' •'/ ' •■=_ ^-'" '" '' * 

« ' KofVtco»ccr 

j|f Mr* DuUcs said ono of tho oUior rccomrtttn^ntkjisibW made to tho 

''"' President, which lie lias approved, is to linve a talk Immediately with tho 

llntlonnl Counrtl »»f Churches to impress them wlth-4t»eftr-f«ef»ppnslbji)ty, tliot 
they ore o^ndln,i pcoplo Into a situation whero deoplto oU attompts at law E 

ft enforcement, there may be really serious attempts on their lives. I said that £ 

W Is tho thing that mnkes it physic ally dliflcult becauoo as I understand it, after . 

being trained at Cnford, Ohio, they are going down to Mississippi and live In the g 
ZJdu>cs ul the colored population* Mr* Dulles said that Is the case* X stated that # 
t .... -3J33?hat Is Irritating a lot of tho white people and, In addition, they wlU hold a j 

W 2!S r "ncr tbus in ench community to give tliem on education that they ore supposed & 
S| £ ^ -to-lia vo to bo rcglstored* 1 sold It practically means foot la order to prevent jg 

| - - ■" 



C^*t , 



££* -to-liave to bo rcglstorod* 

S!! T "1 - lUlsrHoTmos /1**"\ jcLfr-.li jun qn iqaj 
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I June 20, 1904 

Memorandum lor sioeors. Tolson, JDeln* nt, Ilosen, tullhran, l?ejx>ach 

anything, in vlow of tho ideographic nature of tho land down there, you almost 
have to i.crp fin /-rnt with thouc individuals as thoy come Into the Main 
because ol thin j.ian croud an J you have as i -on here down there eomo of the 
fclfiMt ri.vl l»l;.hway Patrol, a number of tha Chiefs of Police, and many of 
Uio iiiu -riffs. J»r. lAillea stated ho realizes tiiat. I said you cannot count on 
tho local peoplo to extend enforcement when you get back into Clio rural areas* 
Air. Ltolles said he realizes wo can't be porfctt but from bis little experience 
down there, if 1 had a f ow more people down there it would mako a tremendous 
difference. 

I elated m/ only thought U wltcUtor It outfit to bo Fill or Uultod 
Mates Mart.hnlo ns wao dona Uowa In Alabama, h'r. italics catd that was 
autttcthin;; I would have to work out with tbo department. I ctatcd the United 
Stales Mnrsltal in tlicro would be a symbol of authority aa they aro a part of 
m the J/cpartmrnt of Jurtlce and at tbo saiuo time he does not have to conduct 

g| Inv rr 1 1,. atlvo work which we have to do. Kr. Dullen stated he understood 

jg an'i nt ttils point acked if he could call me from enoUicr oillcu an he thought 

m the President needed that office. 

H However, tho President came back on Uio lino and stated that what 

g| they «rc dulnj., in subr.tonce, is caylns he wants to corporate wltli the local 

autiioriticf) and Uio Governor and that ho is goin;; to cooperate through my 
poopio. I ctatcd we havo Uic Mississippi Highway Patrol partlclj>ftUn£ In the 
search aloni with the i.'avy people, 'ihe President continued that bo wants 
to tio tltat to avoid having h'srehabor troops and the Governor is agreeable 
■*| and for me to Ju.«.-t have u.y top man down there clay in close touch with Uio 

g§ Governor in cvei yloju^ and if there is anything Uist wa are going to do. for 

» s\y man to tell the Governor. 



The Pi cr.idcnt cald Uiat secondly, he wants mo to review Uio natter 
to be sure we hr.v.? au pic people dov/n Uicre; that ho rather Uiinko wo ou(,ht to 
„ sc nu r omo no; o In just so it can bo said to these pre £ ruro croups Uist tho 

g situation w.>s reviewed venial weeks ago and Uiic was anticipated and more 

pf men were *ent in and then Itr. DuUcs went down and now wo aro going to senu 

"" somo moro In and just let them know we moan bus mess. 

I told tho President that In regard to the c*so at ftta Dena, Mississippi, 
If wo caa get the Department to authorize it, we can arrost thooo hoodlums down 
& |g Uiere. Tho Presidcat stated ho would tell Deputy Attorney General Kalxenbach. 

? jfi . «•- — *. _ • .^ *-***-■ _ -~z r:-*±^ _ "■ • _ _ - . ■ 




3&* 

■■*'■ 

i 



<! 3 ■ 

Juno 26 v 1064 
Mcmoi andum for JMessra. Tolson, Belmont, Hop on, Sullivan, DeLoach 



r 



I ttnUd wo can have a complaint filed In tho Federal Court on fhom which will 
bo a <U lerrrnt be* aure they lohl these two white buys that 1( they did not get 
mt of town, the name tiling would happen to thcut ao to tho three In Philadelphia* 
Uw Pic*'»»eiit raid for us to to ahead and ho will tell tor. liMzt nbach, but tor 
mo to cctiiKUUr sending more pooplo In to (supplement tho one* there because 
tJie more wc have, tho more wo are colnj to provent from Itappcnlng but ho 
tloce not want to send the t'.arGhale or troops aa ho would raliior I would send 
In 15 or 20. 1 told tho President I would do that ri^ht away* 
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Tho President eald Mr. Dullca wao coins to talk to the National 
Councll_oI .Vjjurdiea to try to get them to control their people bolter. Tno 
rrefi irnt inquired if I thought thcao recommendations were all ri^ht and 
I com* ui icd. lie arked that I net my mon In there and to tell my man to toll 
the Cuvernor. 1 told him I would. 

I took ocraalon to tell tlio President Umt thore aro piano for picketing 
the hall in D: troll today where ho will bc,tlarlinj at 4:00 1V; and they will 
demand txit ttic PrcnWrnt tend Marshals to BdoidGfllppl to protect tho civil 
rl;.M i workcrn. 1 told hltu that wo had advised tho becrct Service ao they will 
have the mjcoseary protection there. 

Tlio Pr csldont concludod by saying that tliey iculd say there thai 
they have asked for additional men and I am going to sond them. 



f 



Very truly yours, 
J.E.H. 

John Ldjar Hoover 
Director 
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Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover; 
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June £2, 1964 



Ur. J. Ed gear no ore r, Director 
federal bureau of Identification 
Washington. £• C. 

Dear Ur. Eoover: 

It Ifi being reported in our oommunity that yon nar* 
indicated that: (1) The Jiational Counail of churches organ- 
isation is heavily infiltrated with Communists and tnat the 
leadership of this organisation is ab Betting the communists 
oauee; (£j She efforts of the he grot e in the united states 
to change their statue and seoure the rights and prlTeleges 
of full oltisenshlp is a Coamunist inspired morement. 

I would like to know if tnese reports refleot ao- 
ourately your opinions on these two matters. Tour answer 
will be greately appreciated. 
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Your letter of June 22nd, with enclosure, has 
been received. 

With respect to your inquiry, Information contained 
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in 
accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is 
available for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of 
help in this instance bat trust you will understand the necessary 
reasons for this policy. It is hoped you will not infer either that 
we do or do not have data in our files relating to the National 
Council of Churches. 

Enclosed is some literature which I trust will be 
of interest, along with the stamped, self -addressed envelope you 
so thoughtfully forwarded. 




Sincerely yours, 
0. Edgar Hoover 
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
Enclosures (5J nni4M 

4-1-61 LEB Introduction ' •* *"M-!.M 

4-17-C2 Internal Security Statement 

Let's Fight Communism Sanely I : 

Faith in God -- Our Answer to 'Communism -n>« 

Envelope * 
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Hon* J* Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D* C. 

O 
• le: National Council of Churches 



Dear Sir: 

It is my understanding the Federal Bureau of Investigation has 
made a comprehensive study of this organisation with a subsequent 
report which was carried in various nevs media. Unfortunately, 
I alssed this report* 

Vould you please have someone forward any available Information 
on this subject, and for your convenience, I enclose a self- 
addressed, stamped envelope. * 

I will be most grateful for any information pertaining to this 
organization* 

Cordially yours, 
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Tour letter of June 17th has been received. 

With respect to your inquiry, information contained 
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accord- 
ance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available 
for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of help in this 
instance but trust you will understand the necessary reasons for 
this policy. It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or do 
not have data in our files relating to the National Council of Churches 
and its activities. 
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Enclosed Is some literature I trust will be of interest. 
Sincerely yours, 
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Faith in God— Our Answer to Communism 

Lef s Fight Communism Sanely! 

4-1-61 LEB Introduction 

4-17-62 Internal Security Statement 
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Office of the Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

Extreme right-wing groups in this area are circulating 
yj pmphlets and sponsoring radio broadcasts which assert that the 
w National Council of Churches of Christ in the U. S. A. is 
heavily influenced by the Communist party. It is claimed that 
Cavnunists have infiltrated the Council and many of its member 
denominations, Including the Methodist Church* 

Could you advise me of any information you have regarding 
these organizations and their political perspectives. Also, 
any public information leaflets, etc., on the nature and extent 
of Communist infiltration in religious groups In this country 
would be appreciated. / 
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With best regards, 
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Sincerely, 
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Tour letter of June 14th has been received. 

With respect to your Inquiry, this Bureau 
has not issued the statement you mentioned. Information 
contained in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confi- 
dential in accordance with regulations of the Department of 
Justice and is available for official use only. Therefore, 
I trust you will understand why I am not in a position to be 
of help in this instance and hope you will not Infer either that 
we do or do not have data in our files relating to the National 
Council of Churches. 




Interest. 



Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of 



Sincerely yours, 
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4-1-61 LEB Introduction 

4-17-62 Internal Security Statement 
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•Taith in God— Our Answer To Communism" ^/ 

aent 
„_ Let's Fight Co^unJsm>SjH»e# ! 
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June 14 



Dear Sir. 






We have been distressed with all the name-calling 
and "Communist" labeling going on in our community and church. 
We particularly have been upset over the attacks on the Rational . 
Council of Church es of Christ in th e U. S. A. and its member 
organizations. "" - - - - 
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One of our members stated today that the F.B.I, said that 
"90 % of the N.CC officials were Communists' 1 We find this statement 
hard to believe and are therefore writing to you. Will you please 
send any information you have pertinent to the subject. Was the above 
statement a misunderstanding or a false conclusion of the data the man 
received? It would certainly seem that if the information were true 
the government should be doing something about it! 

Thank-you for your help. 



Sincerely, 






J* 




-. 4 



EX-llM 



srr> 



v V 






■•» rl 



'3* 

i 

> 

$: 

r 



( 



^ 



•y- 











1 K. 









/ui<s<tet*<£4!>l*6y X^c^ ol^^^ ^^^^^ *^^<^ 







^^6W 







4JSx~>o 



-r: 7 

i 



P 

IS 










-.••*. 




* ■ _ _; r 



^-r>^o £s«U, s<u.u*v^S''«^*><*-r"-'-* 



^^^^—^^ 



* »" _ . u»- 








u£2*i^ .^CjU^ .^/ ^£* 



<y 



IASX?~ 



\±Jut*CsC*^(^ 



-*/. 




/ 



X<Hs»s ,<J**m 



*+$%& -. 

^m« 



•*■£♦'-.£*- 



r^"/-v 





// 



m 



r?l 



.1 



*j 



r 



&-J tf&-C~*L. 



cJ 



V 



-fa*i~^ • 



% 



to 



fy 








►** 


■^■•ji 


*<♦%**• 


. w 


5*<^«v* 




r »•■ 


r • • 


w « 








^ 


*rr 


^^r\». 


«•* 




•^ 


# 




» 








* 




* • 
•- 


> 


. 


i 






•* 


• 


> 





^M-;^<> 







r... 



■■* 



« 



•f* 



C) 



9 



Hi 



pi 









%* 

b 

te 



g? 8 



/cr -**;*?- 1/7*2- 




June 18, 1964 




I received your letter of June 15th, with enclosure % 
and want to thank you for your thoughtfulness In writing. » 

While I would like to be of assistance, information x 
contained in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential 
In accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is 
available for official use only. In view of the foregoing, I trust 
you will understand why I cannot comment as you suggested. 
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of interest. 



Enclosed is some literature which I trust will be 
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Sincerely yours, 



Enclosures (5) 

Let's Fight Communism Sanely I 

"Faith in Freedom" 

Internal Security Statement, 4-17-62 

"Faith in God— Our Answer to Communism" 

One Nation's Response to Communism 









r 



r^r 



NOTE: Correspondent fa, not identifiable in BufUes. The Committee of 
Christian Laymen, Inc. , of Woodland Hills is well-known to the Bureau. The 
American Coalition of Patriotic Societies was founded in 1929 and made up of 
about 100 separate patriotic associations. The founder of the group, John Trevo 
is well-known to the Director and is strongly anticommunist . 
DFCudb (3) 2. 
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Dear Sir: 
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I write with much concern about 
the state meats in this page called a Paul Revere 
Message. 



findings? 



Does the statements agree with your 



Could you send me any of your investigation 
findings that would help me in this matter: 

Thanking you in Advance 
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A "Paoi. Rmw" Meuaci - Sino to a Fiiind _ Spread thi Alarm - Don't Discard. 
Dr. Harry P. Wa^dedped as a Communist, b CredttLith Afiating the Social Gospel of 

The^ NatiOhar CouncU of Churches of Christ 



The Social Gospel b defined is Socialism d bruised by a licht Cloak of relioion M m k. n *$ »u *r /* •* j . . 
have been deceived by the religious trapping, but noTsolrith Jh SRSSL wZ S^lS&f A 2££ tTrt' 
cation o/ the Communist Pan f . in the issue of July 10, 1962 states- perceptive. r*e Warier, official pub], 

JwtTtSSTSlS^ T^-na/ on h *« •*«*„ rf 

porting Communists and Communist cause*. JA, Federal C^mrS^ToSSffjL SSfco? ' JW "JT* ,°, wp - 

^emS?" 1935 ™^^ 

. . ■„ frht Negro American — A Readine List 

*. naif N " io "* 1 c ~ nc " - Q -*" fc "" — "< -* «• ■ — »» •< a— ^ iv h-j«. 

"Read for enjo>-ment and information, remembering lo note publication date Pp^ ,i Alt i ^ .. .. . 

or put the boob where they will be picked up. Malfe n^SS^^i^A iJZs^iTo 
1 branans. Share your copy of this list with your friends. Urce Church PTj[ .r.7«»w ZZ • „• ,0 
circulate copies." _ TO, reading list ha, Jver been recaUefto this day " d "^ ° r *» ni " t "» » 

•j .t? ° f J the TW of I " , " /0 " Hu * h « «we recommended than any other writer m Lnn„t.. H.» k j •_ 
identified, under oath, by Loiiu florae as tCommuniit on TVrr««K.r 91 toK-jt- ?? Hl^ ttton "***« had been 

, .„ . _ „ t ONE MORE "S" IN THE U.&A. 

«/ ASvAdJ amtmm H " th "' "" m " r 0/ '*' «°^w«' '«*• *-"*** /T lie M (w- ., ,„ Co/mW 



Now across the waters in Ruwi 

They hare a big U.S.S.R., 

The fatherland of the Soriets, 

But that is mighty far 

From New York or Texas or California, too. 

So listen fellow workers. 

This is what we have to do. 

Put one more S in the U.&A. 

To make it Soriet, 

One more S in the U.S.A. 

Oh, we'll lire to see it jet. 

When the land belongs to the farmers 

And the factories belong to the working men. 

The U.S.A., when we take control, 

Will be the U.S.SJL then. 



But wc can't win out just talking 

So let us take things in our hands. 

Then down and away with the bosses* sway. 

Hail, Communist land. 

So stand op in battle and ware our flag on high 

And about out, fellow workers, 

Our new slogan in the sky. 

But we can't join bands strong together 

So long as white are lynching black. 

So black and white in one Union fight 

And get on the right track. 

By Texas or Georgia or Alabama ted 

Come together fellow workers* 

Black and White can all be Red. 



It is interesting to note that Sidney Hillman of the CIO hark in 10W <"■«*.«:.* j .u d *• • . » . 

SEE SETS fc%t™- - ***•£ ~ * SsaSLft-LUfc &£t 

T . .... # r , ^ "Next to Browder, Hniman was closest to Moscow." 

I he Kehfton 5c Labor Foundation in its publication 'Economic Juttire nn » r«rr Mn «*.vv i * . • a ~ 

to the Religion & Labor CouneS of Amerit* TwM ,«2E! i 'J* ^f M * ^T *f ""^''M was changed 
Wo/Man^*^,,,^^^ «* two of h» vice p^sidents, A «///, 

L,A»f?v v ' Ar ««f*«PP" , ntedDr . ^e««/A W«/ w „. . ^/r/Aorfti/ minister, £*,«,/«., J)jr rfor « .k- d,i; Woi , «. 

.io„ed.boufreligL ( onhis«rf^ 

"There ts no God, but man ts God" a Marxist concept 
./ e&S»T?Jjti^^^ °^ —^ »• «"PH«d when the MM C.W 

Cople. maOedto the FJU. and the House Committee on Un-American Activities 
*^Committm or Christian- Laymen Ikc. or Woodland Hills 

P.O. Box 285 
Woodland Hilu. Caurwnu 
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June 17, 4964 




Your letter of June 12th has been received. 

In response to your request, information contained 
in the flies of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accord- 
ance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available 
for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of help In this 
instance but trust you will understand the necessary reasons for 
this policy. It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or do not 
have data in our files relating to the National Council of Churches. 
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interest. 



Enclosed Is some literature I hope will be of 

Sincerely yours, 
3. Edgar Hootch 
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Let's Fight Communism Sanely! 

4/1/61 LEB Introduction 

4/17/62 Internal Security Statement p < -; • i 

Faith in God— Our Answer To Communism? ' ' 4:! ,: ■'* 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Head of FBI 
Washington DC 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 



June 12, 1964 






^ ' One hears a great many accusations directed 
toward the'N ational Council of C hurches in regard to their 
activities inlhe civil rights movement and communistic affiliations. 
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I would like to receive a statement from you 
clarifying the unamerican activities of this organization. As you 
know, rumors concerning the NCC are causing considerable 
dissention in the churches in the South. 

Yours truly, 
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Your letter of June 12th has been received. 

In response to your request, information contained 
in the flies of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accord- 
ance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available 
for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of help in this 
Instance but trust you will understand the necessary reasons for 
this policy. It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or do not 
have data in our files relating to the National Council of Churches. 
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Enclosed is some literature I hope will be of 
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Sincerely yours, 
1. Ed$ar Ttawer 
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4/1/61 LEB Introduction 

4/17/62 Internal Security Statement 

Faith in God— Our Answer to Communism fS'Tt*^ ^' 
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June 12, 1964 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
F.B.I. 
Washington, D. C. 

Gentlemen: 

WllKyou please send me your report of the investigation of 
the national Council of Churches. 



Yours very truly, 
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Your letter of June 11th has been received. 
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With respect to your inquiry, information contained 
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accord- 
ance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available 
for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of help in this 
instance but trust you will understand the necessary reasons for 
this policy. It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or do not 
have data in our files relating to the United Council of Churches of 
Christ. 



Enclosed is some literature I hope will be of 



interest. 
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Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 
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Faith in God— Our Answer to Communism 
Let's Fight Communism Sanely! 
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NOTE: Correspondent is not Identifiable in Bufiles. >*he United Council of 
Churches of Christ is believed to be Idrntlml Vrf^ * UL ^ T ^*^ t Tll Cg im Ti? q£ - 
Churches and some people use these terms Interchangeably. 
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Jun* 11, 1964 







Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Kr* J, Edgar Hoover 
Washington, D.C, 



/ 



Dear Mr* BooTer: 
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There has been quite a bit of concern and 
dissatisfaction in our church, (Lake view Methodist), 
and all other Methodist Churches in this area; 
about the Methodist Church sponsoring the^Vnited 
Council of Churches of Christ in the United States. 

This was brought about by the St. Mark 9 s 
Episcopal Church Vestry Committee Report from 
Shreveport, Louisiana, 

Is there any way a layman can get your report 
on the activities of the personnel and the United 
council of Churches to determine whether we are 
being led or educated in Communist thinking. 

Any help you can give along this line would 
be greatly appreciated. 
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Tour letter of June 2nd has been received. 

With respect to your Inquiry, I have not made 
the statement you mentioned. Information contained In the files 
of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance 
with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available 
for official use only. I trust yon will understand the necessary 
reasons for this policy and hope you will not infer that we do 
or do not have data In our files relating to the National Council 
of Churches. 
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Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of 



Sincerely jQHirs, 
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4/1/61 LEB Introduction 
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June 2, 1964 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Invsegalion 
Washington D. C. 

Dear Mr Hoover 

At the official Board Meeting of my church this week, you were 
quoted as saying "The_ National Council of Churches was 
Communist inspired. All that I have read~*has~surely been to 
the contrary, but will you please advise me if you have made fl 
such a statement or if it is true. I\ 

Yours truly 
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Your letter of June 4th has been received. 

With respect to your Inquiries, information contained 
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance 
with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available for official 
use only. I regret I am unable to be of help in this Instance but trust 
you will understand the necessary reasons for this policy. It Is hoped 
you will not infer either that we do or do not have data in our files 
relating to the National Council of Churches and the individuals you 
mentioned. 
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Inclosed is some literature I trust will be of Interest 
Sincerely yours, 
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June k$ 1964 



Mr. J. iSdgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C# 



fef 






g % 4 



M 



m 



Dear M% Hoover: 

As a former meni>er of the fl Estate Legislature and as a 

merfoe^o^th^Official Boarc^^^^MMHk ^ethodist Church, 
Mm 1 would appi^ffl^^^fflr advising if your 
records indicate that any of the leaders or members of the 
^'National Council of Churches are affiliated with any Conrnunist 
or subversive organizations which would be contrary to our true 
American way of life# 

I would be interested to know if the names of Bishop Qxodom, 
James Dunbroski, Dr. Vferd, Nevil Thomas and others connected 
with the Council have ever been investigated by your Department, 

Yours very truly, 
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June 0, 1964* 








Your letter of June 3rd, with enclosures, has been 
received and I want to thank you for your expressions of good wishes 
and kind prayer. 

While I would like to be of service to you, information 
contained in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in 
accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is avail- 
able for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of hebp in this 
instance but trust you will understand the necessary reasons for this 
policy. It is heped that you will not use our Inability to furnish data 
as the basis for inferring either that we do or do not support the - 
National Council of Churches. 



Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of assistance 



to you. 
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Buttles. His enclosures 
were reprints of the States 's Rights Council of Georgia, Inc. and from the 
Christian Crusade Magazine. The letter in question from Mr. Hoover 
involved the film "Operation Abolition" and the reprint, TommunistT&raet* 
Youth. " Since current Bureau policy is to ignore the latter reprint, no 
reference is befnguuhde tot&bisi defter in the reply. 
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une 3, 19 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Washington, D. C. 

Deer Kr. Hoover: 



7 



In our area of the State of Ccor^ia there are several 
activist groups which ere jiWacking the Kethodist 
Church for belonging to th national Council of Churches 
of Christ. Also literature is cooing in the wail from 
other aren-of the Nation which subjects the NCCCA to a 
profound criticism among the leymen in the Methodist 
Church in this area, * 

Earlier in this conference yeer (June 1963-May 1964) 
iir. Sullivan was a p&tt of an area wide program con- 
ducted by the Hetiipcist Church in Georgia, held in the 
auditorium on W^rlVyan College campus >iecon, Georgia. 
His statements c^meinly lid not incriminate the Method- 
ist Church or the MjCppA. However, I realize the F.B.I, 
can't take an official position on something like this. 

I personally knov many of the accusations to be false. 
At the same time I certainly reallre facts are not to be 
obtained either from the activist groups or from the 
HCCCA. Since in a sermon now in circulation you are 
nuoted in mnnner to 6U(?gest to laymen thrt you pre not 
in sympathy with the HCCCA I feel it itnoortant to hear 
from you and received any materials that would be helpful 
with the laity of the Church. I am enclosing the sermon 
mentioned end I have marked the section concerning a 
letter from you and the implication. 

V«ith best wishes and prnyer for you end your work, I am 



P. 






Sincerely, 
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A Sentoa 

preached on April 21, 1K1 

•7 

*«▼. John TrrUiOierbBry. Rector 

BU John'* Epucopal Chord. 

Fort Worth, Texas 
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Amon, the ..crilegious book, the National Council of 

St « foS: h7 L ' Dg,t0a H, * he « " Wch «— * 

k wu teB : ChTiBt you did •" ri * D * » Tour day. I „ckon 
but that day-, eon. now. They »ho.£d you «p V^welf 
Jorjr, too; called it the Bible, but if. o£d Zi ^J. 

lt°Th , e^ the M PreaChm ' Te -* *" -* -SJ *5 
ber., and killer.; even to the Cur and the Coauck.- 
•Jen to Rockefeller', church, Wn to the Safurd^Er.: 

^•n 0,t . Y ° U *'*'' no *«« » »o«. TheyV^wwd 
you J" TouVe done wore out G-dby. Chri.t Ja,£I£d 
Cod Jehovah, be.t it on «w.y from hire now. Make ww 
for .new g„y with no religion nt all- «al £?££ 
Mm Con,muni.t Lenin Peaunt SUIin workar ma-I 
•aid ,me; g* ahead on. now. You're getting in the » 

when you «o and St. Pope Pin., and St. Ain.ee McpK 

And .tap on the g... Chrirt. Mora. Don't be ao alow 
•bout moTin .. ^ worW „ 1>ht Jh>B • * Jo*£ 
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NATIONAL COUNCIL OP CHURCHES OP CHRIST \ 

<8 wZ% %'"*%* !," 8t '•*•> Epl.eop.1 Chorea. Fort 

-n^Vk" tr l h ",?S? d »« «o talk on the National Corn- 
ea of Churches. I will endearor to tell yon what the Na- 
tional Council of Churches stands for. I am in no war 

2^V n f.!fi M • uthorlt y- * .»"> no* •peakin* for the Dio- 
cese of Dallas. I am speaking for myself as a priest of 

S&YkT 1 * m - , * eakln * ■» your rector of 14 yean. And 
m ♦• ' ?5T e P^n'ome of the salient thoughts of the 

js^srsaaasr*" 8f chri,t - *-*** *• 

«-!?*& T € »« 8t "»«mber that there are two organiza- 
tions that ro by the name of the National Council We 
ttust straighten this out first The National Council of 
the Episcopal Church are duly elected officers of the 
Episcopal Church with the Right Reverend Arthur lich- 
tenberger, the presiding bishop, as the presiding officer. 
The National Council of the Episcopal Church runs the 
bu ^ ne J! 8 5. f the E P"copal Church throughout this part 
01 God s kingdom. ^^ 

We are now talking about the National Council of 

«s U o rC ^°iL C i ,n8t ^ Thi f H," ?J^»i»tion created in 
S;2° *RP h «» d Q»*rt«rs in New York with a budget of 
913 million. It started out on a very ethical Diane— we 
were very happy. It was to be like a eriss-croYs. If you 
have ever used a criss-cross for the telephone or diree- 

-wT°.!i W ?? ab,e to *»«•*■» ««« «** out who lived 
where and then you were able to contact them and find 
out more about them if you so desired. The National 
Council of Churches of Christ was to be that ty£ thing 
- W u\ *°J* an fctercbange of ideas. AtSo toe 
was it to be a super church. At no time was it to make 
pronouncements. It was to bo a cooperating acencv 
wherein all of the churches could eooperateand might 
have an interchange about missionary problems and sit- 
uations throughout the world. 

We got into the National Council of Churches of 
Christ in 1950. The National Church took us in without 
consulting the various parishes or priests. We didn't 
have a chance to vote to get in. We dont have to vote to 
get out. There seems to be the suggestion that the only 
way that we can get out is that we must ''memorialize 
general convention" to let us out. That Im not true. The 
only thing that you and I have ever gotten into that we 
cannot get out of is our families. We had nothing to do 
with getting into our families— many of us were lucky- 
end we are there. 

I asked the ushers to pass out a sheet of facts Th- 
ere facts that -havecomeW the dementi c^heNa^ 
tioiiai Council of Churches of Christ I ask you to take 
them home with you and use them at home. Where the 
quotes are they are definite quotes from their maauaL 



v«£t e ES&SgSF' 1 * P btt « h ?. «" the last aeverml 
years, has felt called upon to speak on every subject It 
has teen very controversial. I^Nationa! ttirndfinthe 
last 5 weeks has spoken on: •Capital punishment^ -Sr- ' 
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faith in j e8IU Christ .5 22? "P**" their common 
th«t faith o" 3l3£? S ? 6 ™^ to **« the lifhTo? 
Policies are decided bT.„ fLaSK? w"*" The ~ nnc « 
expressed through pro^cSs^ "^ P ° Ucie " «• 
a -j .. 



o9uv,vvu per year, thev h*A kT#» ' * no . wne n we spet 
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A»d so we find oumlve. very m„ ch fa this thin* 

.tatem?»£rf J5g?2?Xfc A Pronouncement is . 
Action, formaT?, %^w8h?2L' 2 *"'??» tjoa * ch- 
oral assembly, ft «„««». / .£ feneral board or ren- 
ot general board I SSS "And PSS^ 1 ^""eranSe 
of ethical, moral or ».li»i™ *?•*• la a strong- weight 
*ew expressed/' "'"a 10 "* Principle in support ofthe 

»^.%»e n n er Vo^" , SeS sT* " P ° f « 3 cl "**nen. 
your money. We ™ th* ^!, r * y 5 r l Te . r ' «™erouVwith' 
twice as miny me^bei * 5. y i2f S e *"* - n ° *e ha" 
•re ordained to con^&"tnese^Jn^ d ,?« d ° *« Wt *- W « 
of you to »i»e your ■wEJfaZX l* b ? ery fenerous 
we have your souls A«? w our ke eping-. We know 
•ouls the way we m' J. . tf we wer « to mess up,,™ 
mercy upon /o« .?„"! Up y ° ur mone * »** God h.£ 

asn& .*** * Sfiss te Etas *,«** 
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J. Edcar Hoor«r. 

I m^SST.* Mt ««t»" *>»«• •» two things that 

-LORD'S PRAYER-TEENAGE VERSION 
"O, daddy, 
Who are the most 
Hurrah /or your support 
My personality integrate. 
All my physiques develop. 
My nervous system cairn, 
In body as in mind. 
Prepare me new tempo. 
Our daily jive, and ' 

Kf^fi."* iron onr Pwwts 
And other repressed victims. 
Lead us into more self-expression. 
And much less boredom, l ^"" WB » 
For you are the coolest/ 
Gonest, and hepest drive 
from now on." 

is bv*L.BJS^ I n rd '! Pr V r ' r - ' attot « "otter one. Thi, 
aut£ J? HSftS W**' f* B *«*on Hushes is on™* the 
authors that the National Council of Church** «« nLSti 
recommends. They list no Iw ^n sta iSSm «f w? «Jf J 

Christ--^" d " igno ™ nt Thi « «• *«"*i^SSr, 
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k V^V^i C *} ritt ' you did •" ri * nt * D ^ur day, I reckon, 
but that day's gone now. They ghosted you up a swell 

& .^ : ^ 1,ed H v th *, BibI «' ** it', dead LlHu 
E °?£ *? d the preacheraVe made too much money from 

W?2^vfii y0U to Y^^^J *»*■• renerala, rob. 
hers, and killers; even to the Ciar and the Cossacks- 
even to Rockefeller's church, even to the Saturday Eve- 
ning Post. You ain't no good no more. They've pawned 
you till you've done wore out. Goodby. Christ Jesus Lord 
God Jehovah, beat it on away from here now. Make way 
for a new guy with no religion at all— a real guy named 
ff* Commumst l**in Peasant Stalin worker me— I 
said, me; go ahead on, now. You're getting in the way 
of things. Lord, and please take St Gandhi with you 

aon and big black St Becton of the consecrated dime. 
And step on the gas, Christ Move. Don't be so alow 
about movin'. The world ia mine from now on, and no- 
body^ gonna sell me to a king, or a general, or a mil- 
lionaire. Goodby, Christ, good morning, rer©Iution. H — 
Langston Hughes. 

It is very hard to give an impartial appraisal of peo- 
ple who are tearing down my God and my Jesus! I have 
had enough of it! I don't plan to ask the Bishop to get 
me out of the National Council of Churches I plan to tell 
him I am out of the Council of Churches. Like the Penn- 
aylvania Dutch say "I Want O-u-t, Out"! "I want to be 

* h ?S!J t L 1 ?!!'* dldn,t ask me lf l "»■** * fcWt in! 
and I think I have the privilege of telling them I don't 
want to belong. 

The Church is on the spot, Brethren! The days ahead 
will try our souls. It's going to call for daya of consecra- 
tion. Maybe I don't apeak for you. Maybe you'd rather 
pray "O, daddy, 0." But I've had enough of it! 
t wa ^. °T dai ?^ d 28 ?*•« **o to preach the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. I have been a priest 28 yeara. I have had 

l^JPRP? ^u 28 * eart \ So ' y°« •*«. I don't run 
around! The time has come when consecrated Christiana, 
those who love their Lord and Saviour Jesus, must press 
on to the goal. * f«» 

The diocesan convention will meet in May. I will tell 
fSL n « ^SF W|U *°* A mmn MIned »r- Hamilton. 

cEZ$E£ ^ Tch ^ mt ******* National Council of 
Churchea. Then there will be a substitute motion 
brought on by the clergy. You see. we must not "hurt" 
people And the substitute motion will aak the National 
Council to -please not speak for ua» Then some of na 
will get up on the floor and aay, «Rt Rev., Sir. this 
* V.f n *£ € L ^.Purpose. Our petition is that we come 

then we will withhold our money. But we are coming out 

I do hope that in the daya that lie ahead I wiU have 
your prayera that I will have your best wishes ™ 
that as a united front we will go forward in thTname 
of our Lord Jesus. And that we may preach the Good 

VHf&V*!* CoS i5 el *** of Jesu « Christ and Him Qmd- 
fied! What a golden opportunity in a world that iatore 
asunder, in a world that ia sick, in a world that needs 
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M 0, daddy, O n and 




JWK. And we say 
Christ"! 

I'm prejudiced, I have very definite feelings, I hare 
very definite feelinjrs about very definite things. I was 
made that way. I'm sorry. I have not been a good priest 
This sermon should have been preached 10 years ago. 
I ask your forgiveness. 






THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OP CHURCHES 

What is it? It is an agency through which P™** 1 **?* 
and Orthodox churches express their common faith in 
Jesus Christ and cooperate to focus the light of that 
faith on all phases of American life. 

How are Council policiei decided T These policies art 
expressed through pronouncements. A pronouncement 
is a statement of policy, or a position, or an affirmation 
of conviction formally approved by the general board or 
general assembly. It expresses a substantial preponder- 
ance of general board opinion and there is a strong 
weight of ethical, moral, or religious principles in sup* 
port of the view expressed. 

General assembly consist* of 443 clergy ud 251 lay 
delegates which meets every 8 years. 

The general board meets 3 times a year and consists 
of 166 clergy and 90 laymen. 

"Through the assembly and the board, the council 
speaks as a united voice on matters of ethical, moral, or 
religious concern to its membership. 9 * 

How is the council financed? The council's funds 
come from the following sources: about 61 percent is 
contributed by denominations, local churches, and [re- 
lated organizations; another 12 percent consists of gifts 
from individuals, corporations, and foundations. Ap- 
proximately 26 percent is derived from gross sales of 
council materials; and 1 percent comes from invest- 
ments. 

In 1960 the Episcopal Church gave to the NCC over 
1500,000 (this does not include private gifts, but is rep- 
resented in the general budget of the Episcopal Church, 
pp. 47, 48, 49, 50, 51). 

Since 26 percent of their income comes from gross 
sales of materials I would like to list 3 books recom- 
mended in the "Negro American Reading List" pub- 
lished by the Council of Churches: 

1. "The Walls Came Tumbling Down"— ^y Ovington. 

2. "Color Blind"— by Halsey. 
8. "Without Magnolias"— -by Bucklin Moon. 

These three books deal with integrated sex and ex- 
eerpts from them cannot be sent through the mail. (If 
interested see pp. 284— ff in Book 1, p. 105 in Book 2, pp. 
179-ff in Book 8.) 

Is the NCC communistic T Since this group represents 
84 major communions with a total membership of 40,- 
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They advocate: 

1. Recognition of Communist China, 

2. Admission of Communist China to U.N. 

8. Do away with House Un-American Activities Con* 
mittee. 

4. Forbid showing of movie, "Operation Abolition"— 
which shows Communist infiitration in college ranks. 

Does the NCC speak for the Episcopal Church? Yea. 

The Episcopal Church has 32 members on the general 
assembly: 10 bishops, 10 priests, 6 laymen, 6 laywomen. 

The above 82 people speak for and legislate for 2^28,- 
110 Episcopalians. 

How did the Episcopal Church get in the NCC? In 
1960 the officers of the Episcopal Church, without eon- 
suiting the individual parishes or asking for a vote, took 
us into the NCC. 

How do we get out of the NCC? 

1. We can memorialize General Convention asking 
them to take steps to remove the Episcopal Church from 
the NCC. This is a long and slow procedure and would 
take 6-12 years since General Convention meets only 
once in 8 years. / 

2. Since the Episcopal Church gives over 1500,000 
yearly to the NCC we could withdraw our financial con- 
tributions by refusing to give to the budget of the Na- 
tional Church (this is the quota part of our giving). The 
quota of the diocese for 1962 is $184,732 for tne Na- 
tional Church. By refusing to pay this money we would 
not jeopardize the work of the diocese or the missionary 
effort within the dio 



The above figures, notations, and comments are given 
to enlighten you on the National Council of Churches. 
In no way are they given to influence or to create dis- 
sention within the ranks, but to quote from the Bible, 
"Ye shall know the truth and the truth shall make you 
free." 
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Your letter of June 2nd, with enclosure, has 
been received. 

With respect to your inquiries, information 
contained in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential 
in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is 
available for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of help 
in this instance but trust you will understand the necessary reasons 
for this policy. It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or 
do not have data in our files relating to ths^W ational Council of 
Chur ches and the John Birch Society. Further, our inability 10 
lurniSiniata should not be used as a basis for inferring either that 
we do or do not support these groups. 
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Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of 



interest to you. 




Sincerely yours, 
•• Edgar Warn 




Enclosures (5) 

Let's Fight Communism Sanely I 
4-1-61 LEB Introduction 
4-17-62 Internal Security Statement 
Faith in Freedom 
Faith in God —Our Answer to Communism 

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
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J. Edgar Hoover 
Washington D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover. 
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I am enclosing an article taken from the Christian Home 
Magazine concerning the National Council of Churches. 

We have in our area people who are associated with the 
John Birch Society 6 others who claim the Council is soft on communism 
etc. The enclosed article upholds the Council. Can you give me any in- 
formation backed by facts which would let us know whether there is any 
truth to statements made by the Birch Society i& others? What is your 
opinion of the Birch Society? . 

I am a member of the Methodist Church and as Christian people 
I think we need to get these things clear in our minds as to what is true and 
what is false. 

Most Sincerely, 
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Mr. Cunningham 
it mtnttter 
of 
T ,. * CflUoioai/ Methodist 

fVv* , ! v <J ^L^ i?r. • Jackson, Mississippi 

1 by JEFF 

, CUNNINGHAM 




what about the 

NATIONAL COUNCIL of CHURCHES? 

Thoughtful church members all across the continent find them- 
selves confused and disturbed these days by continuing attacks on 
the National Council of Churches. Rumors, innuendo, and outright 
accusations are certain to raise such questions as: What is the real 
story behind the council's pronouncements? Is the council involved 
in politics? Is it true that the council is "soft on Communism"? 

Church members in my conference were among those who ques- 
tioned. They demanded some answers and requested that a thorough 
study of the council be initiated. Consequently, at its regular session 
in June, 1963, the Memphis Annual Conference of The Methodist 
Church gave unanimous approval to a. resolution expressing con* 
fidence in the National Council of Churches. 

Presented by a special committee of the conference, including 
six ministers and six lay members, the report came out of a year's 
investigation for the purpose of arriving at an objective evaluation 
of the council 

Having been elected chairman of the committee to investigate the 
council— probably an office no one would have sought— I prepared 
myself for my work by visiting the National Council offices in New 
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York to conduct a preliminary^) 
vestigation on^my own. Her^l 
found each staff member whom I 
interviewed quite generous in re- 
sponse to my purpose. Files were 
readily opened to my search. An- 
swers to all my questions were 
freely submitted. Not only was I 
offered all. the data I sought, but 
copies of charges brought by the 
detractors of the council were also 
prut into my hands. 

During this time other mem* 
bers of the committee were accu- 
mulating information elsewhere, 
and so that any member of the 
conference might present to us 
any information he had concern- 
ing the council, pro or con, meet- 
ings were held in two cities to 
hear testimony. In these meetings 
we not only heard testimony from 
interested people of the churches, 
we also heard, by special request, 
arguments against the council by 
a prominent minister of another 
denomination. 

All the material we have 
gathered in our investigations, 
whether pro or con, oral or writ- 
ten, we prepared to take into full 
consideration in formulating our 
final report. 

We then divided our committee 
into three subcommittees, each to 
study a specific area of our inves- 
tigation. These areas were: criti- 
cism of the council's pronounce- 
ments, charges of lobbying, and 
accusations of being "soft on 
Communism." Each subcommit- 
tee brought its report back to the 
committee as a whole where it 
was fully discussed before its in- 
clusion in the final committee re- 
port. 

The substance of our final re- 
port follows. 

Structure and work of the 
council. We acknowledged the 
sincerity of many persons who 
criticize the council through mis- 
understanding. We noted that 
luge areas of the council's work 
are praised rather than criticized. 
These include the extensive work 
done in the relief of need and in 
the human rehabilitation at home 
and abroad through Church 
World Service; the impact made 
by the united agencies in evan- 
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gelism, in Christian education, 
and through the combined agen 
ties of radio and television. The 
council, however, is not infallible. 
In so vast an enterprise some mis- 
takes are inevitable. But, even so, 
the council makes it possible for 
the member communions together 
to do on a national scale what 
each local church is trying to do 
in its own community. 

TTie governing bodies of the 
council are the General Assembly 
which meets once every three 
years and the General Board 
which meets every three months. 
It is important to note that every 
member of these bodies, whether 
clerical or lay, is a person in good 
standing in his own church and 
has been chosen for membership 
by methods established in his own 
denomination. Contrary to the 
opinion of some, the council has 
no control over its member com- 
munions. It has no authority be- 
yond that given to it by its mem- 
ber communions. It does not 
decide their policies; they control 
the council's policies as the instru- 
ment of voluntary cooperation. 

Pronouncements. A pronounce- 
ment is a statement of policy or 
an affirmation of principle ap- 
proved by the General Assembly 
or the General Board. It is to be 
expected that these pronounce- 
ments fall in areas of controversy 
—politics, economics, social issues 
—for it is in these areas that hu- 
man values are at stake. The voice 
of God must be heard outside the 
church as well as inside, granted 
that fallible men do not always 
hear clearly the voice of God. 

Pronouncements have their ori- 
gins in the social creeds of the 
churches. They are expressions of 
policy or conviction that generally 
have already been stated by the 
member communions in their 
various assemblies. When a mat- 
ter is proposed for public state- 
ment in the council, not only must 
ft have clear spiritual relevance 
to the contemporary situation, but 
it must also have backing in simi- 
lar statements made by member 

Pronouncements do not speak 
for the churches, but for the coun- 




il and to the churches. They are 
itements of the representatives 
of the churches and not of the 
churches themselves. This dis- 
tinction is important Pronounce- 
ments are not mandates to the 
churches; rather they are in the 
nature of guidelines. Each indi- 
vidual member is perfectly free to 
seek a higher guidance. 

Note: Only those persons who 
are members of the General As- 
sembly or General Board through 
the choice of their own denomina- 
tions have a vote on pronounce- 
ments. Staff members of the coun- 
cil do not have a vote. 

Study groups sponsored by the 
council are composed of officially 
appointed representatives in good 
standing in their own. churches. 
So varied a group, convened from 
all parts of the nation and from 
many walks of life, naturally 
brings to any broad study of na- 
tional and world issues a wide 
diversity of interest and opinion. 
Reports of such groups, who try 
to discern for themselves the mind 
of Christ in the complex affairs of 
our time and who speak for no 
one but themselves, should not be 
confused with official statements 
by the council itself. 

Lobbying. The office of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches in 
Washington, D. C, is maintained 
to interpret the mind of the coun- 
cil to congressional committees 
and to inform member commu- 
nions of the activities of the U. S. 
Congress. Charges that this office 
"operates the biggest lobby in 
Washington*' are not sustained by 
any analysis of lobbying as it is 
generally understood. 

Hie significant difference is 
here: Lobbying agencies are re- 
quired by law to register as such; 
the council is not required to reg- 
ister as such. Lobbying agencies 
are required by law to submit an 
expense account for government 
examination; the council is not 
required to submit an expense ac- 
count Lobbying agencies pay 
their employees to buttonhole 
congressmen to influence legisla- 
tion; the council buttonholes no 
congressmen and spends no 
(Continued on page S4) 
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What Abou^he National 
> ^. Council of Churches 

(Continued from page 46) 

money to influence legislation. 

The council does give testimony 
to congressional committees to in- 
terpret pronouncements and offi- 
cial positions, but only when it 
believes' human values are in- 
volved. The council has no in- 
terest in legislation beyond human 
and spiritual concerns. When an 
individual is chosen to represent 
the council before a congressional 
committee, he testifies that he is 
speaking for the council and does 
not claim to be speaking for the 
40 million members of the 
churches. 

That the council testifies before 
congressional committees only on 
those subjects on which it has 
enunciated a clear statement of 
policy is seen in its response last 
year to an invitation to testify be- 
fore two committees. In the case" 
of one the council accepted the in- 
vitation because a clear statement 
of policy had been made on the 
subject, and in the case of the 
other the council declined because 
no policy had been formulated. 



n. 



Communism. In answer to re- 



ports that J. Edgar Hoover had 
cast reflections on the patriotism 
of members of the council, our 
committee submitted a letter per- 
sonally signed by Mr. Hoover in 
which the chief of the FBI dis- 
claimed that he had ever made 
such statements against the coun- 
cil or any of its members. 

We noted in our report that 
the Freedoms Foundation at Val- 
ley Forge makes an award each 
year to those who have given con- 
spicuous service in promoting 
Americanism and opposing Com- 
munism. The Fifth Annual Award 
was given to the National Council 
if Churches! 

Since no member of the council 
has ever been indicted on charges 
of subversion, let alone tried and 
convicted, we challenge any who 
charge the council with Commu- 
nism to offer evidence that can be 
presented in court or to withdraw 
their unfounded accusations. 




fifcommendattoij^pOur com 
mittee asked that^ur Annual 
Conference express confidence in 
the integrity of those who repre- 
sent the churches in the council, 
that we acknowledge our need of 
the council as an agency of inter- 
denominational cooperation, and, 
that all officials of the council be 
quick to expose false reports and 
rumors concerning the council 
and its work. It was the mind of 
our committee that over-all sup- 
port of the council did not mean 
the surrender of individual judg- 
ment on its policies and state- 
ments, but that all opposition be 
loyal opposition designed to avoid 
errors in the council and to 
strengthen its work. 

We saw an urgent need that 
our own denomination create at 
once some means to carry out a 
program of education on the coun- 
cil and its work in order to avoid 
error and confusion among our 
members concerning the council. 
We insisted that news releases 
to the public press make careful 
distinction between reports of 
committees, views of individual 
members, and official statements 
of the council. 

When our report was submitted 
to the conference as the order of 
the day, our conference lay leader 
spoke and his remarks were re- 
ceived by a standing ovation. 
When {he question was put before 
the house, it was received by a 
unanimous standing vote. 

We believe some answers have 
been given to church members in 
r\£ conference* 
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June 8, 1064 
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Your letter of June 2nd has been received. 
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While I would like to be of assistance, information 
contained in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential 
in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is 
available for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of help in 
this instance but trust you will understand the necessary reasons 
for this policy. It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or 
do not have data in our files relating to the National Council of 
Churches. 
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Enclosed is some literature which I trust will be of 



Sincerely yours, / 



Enclosures (4) 

Faith in Freedom 

Faith in God- -Our Answer to Communism 

4-17-62 Internal Security Statement 

4-1-61 LEB Introduction 
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
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une 2, 1964 
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Dear Mr, Hoover, 



My church, TJ^ Main St. Christian Church of 
is affilated with the National Council of Churches. 
I have been told several times recently that this organization 
is headed by a communist. Could you please tell me if this is 
true. I have small children that I am concerned about. 

Thank you. 
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Your letter of June 2nd has been received. 
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With reject to your Inquiries, information contained 
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accord- 
ance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available 
for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of help in this instance 
but trust you rill understand the necessary reasons for this policy. 
It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or do not have data in 
our files relating to the National Council of Churches. 



Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of 



Interest. 

MAILED*" 

JUN 8-1964 

COMM-FBI 



Sincerely yours, 
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Let* 8 Fight Communism Sanely! ^TTvv 

4/1/61 LEB Introduction P IV 

4/17/62 Internal Security Statement 
Faith in God— Our Answer To Communism 
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Hvm Jm Edgar Hoover 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D # C # 

Dear Mr* Hoover: 

Because of serious accusations against many of our Christian Churches and thalr 
ministers, and because I am a member of the Methodist Church which seems to be 
under most severe attack, I am hereby requesting that you answer the foliowin 
questions: 



1) Is there a serious Infiltration of Communism into the activities of the cler- 

& *&1S T ^ii5 , 3^lLS; traBt- in my data that you ta - CWCCCTin « 

2 l S ?°!!J J u 2? nen 5 and "P" 1 investigation, do you find that the National Council 
°t J h Ei!l lan C^"*" is infiltrated with Communist sympathizers and/or Commu- ' 
nists / - 
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3) What methods can best be employed to allay fears and suspicions which people 
have in regards to Communistic penetration of the Christian Churches of America? 

I would deeply grateful for your answers to the above questions, and I would be/' 
most appreciative if you would send any pertinent material which would be help-/'' 
ful in the struggle of defending our great Church, J 



Sincere! 
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Your letter of June 1st has been received. 

With respect to your inquiries, information 
contained in the files of the FBI must be maintained as 
confidential In accordance with regulations of the Department 
of Justice and is available for official use only. I regret I am 
unable to be of help in this instance but trust you will understand 
the necessary reasons for this policy. It is hoped you will not 
Infer either that we do or do not have<data In our files relating 
to the National Council of Churches. 
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loteeed is some literature I trust will be of 

VLBUM f 

wmm^J Sincerely yours, 



^/f" 



^ 



Enclosures (4) 

4-17-62 Internal Security 

4-1-61 LEB Intro 

"Faith in God — Our Answer to Communism" 

Let's Fight Communism Sanely! 

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Buttles, 
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Juno 1, 1964 



Mr* J* ttpir "Roarer 
Director, P*B#I# 
Washington, D«C* 

Dear Sir* 



w 



There hare bean many articles written and speeches made naming tha American 
^people of tha dangers of tha Infiltration of tha Communist Party into tha 
™Fetionel Council of Churehe* Tat «hen I question our ohuroh laadara on thia 

eubjoct, I*m told tha National Counoll of Churohe far out doaa tha good that 

tha had does* 

I happen to ba a Methodist, and religion (a worship of God) it wary important 
to ma and to my family. I have baooma quite concerned and oonfuaad orar all 
tha recent publioity concerning ay ohuroh and tha lational Counoll of Churoha« 

I am writing directly to you in hopes of raoairlng authentic information f 
your records about tha lational Council of Churcha* 



7a this or;*nle&tion ao Ccnmunlst infiltrated that it la a threat in 



to our ohuroh or to America? 



If so, i*iat la tha best way in which 



n any 
io fight' 



2X 



I will appreciate any information you oan aand to ma concerning thia matter 4 



Sincerely* 
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Your letter of May 21st has been received and 
I want to thank you for your very kind sentiments. 

I 

I With respect to your Inquiry, Information contained 
In the files ofjjthe FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance 
with regulations of the Department of Justice and Is available for official 
use only. I r&gret I am unable to be of help in this instance but trust you 
will understand the necessary reasons for this policy. It is hoped that 
you will not infer either that we do or do not have data in our files relating 
to the National Council of Churches. 

if Enclosed is some literature I hope will be of Interest. 

Sincerely yours, 
9. tdgst. Hum 
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Enclosures (4) 

Let's Fight Communism Sanely! 

"Faith In God— Our Answer To Communism" 

LEB Intro 4-1-61 

Internal Security 4-17-62 

NOTE: fl | Is not Identifiable in Bufiles. 
DFC:dehj(i(3) 




nA...- 



,y > 



Tale, ftooa , 
Holm 



lib,-* , (/ 




-?*/> 



MAIL ROOM I 



TELETYPE WIT I 






1 






ii. 

i 

I: 



t: 




•toy 21, 1964 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C 




Dear Mr. Hoover: 
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Biere has been so much information going around the 
last few years on th^ Nation al Council of Churches that I have 
been unable to distinguish fact from fiction. What is the 
F.B.I.'s official view of the H.C.C.?' By this question, I 
I mean is it or are the leaders thereof on any type of communist 
infiltrated list of organizations? Do you have any reports 
concerning the l.CC or its leader that I may have a copy of? 

Your continuation as Director of the F.B.I, past the 
normal retirement age is great news to me and all Americans. 

Very truly, 
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received. 



Your letter of May 24th, with enclosures, has been 




In response to your inquiry, I would like to advise ^ 
that information contained in the files of the FBI is confidential "£ 
and available only for official use, pursuant to regulations of the 
Department of Justice. I am enclosing a list of organizations 
cited by the Department as subversive under Executive Order 
10450. 

You may also be interested in referring to "Guide to 
Subversive Organizations and Publications" which was compiled 
and released by the House Committee on Un-American Activities. 
This booklet lists groups and periodicals which have been cited by 
various state and Federal agencies. A copy can be purchased from 
the Superintendent of Documents, U. 8. Government Printing Office, 
Washington, D. C. , for seventy cents. 

The material you enclosed is being returned herewith. 
Sincerely yours, 
X 




Enclost 

List of SubversiveDf ganizations 

Correspondent 's. enclosures (3) 
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See NOTE next page. 
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NOTE: Based on information furnished correspondent is not identifiable 
In Bufiles. Correspondent's enclosures were the January 13th issue of 
The Dan Smoot Report, a leaflet edited by Gerald L. K. Smith and a 
brochure by Carl Mclntire regarding th ^Natlonal Co uncil of Churches. 
Since the Bureau is familiar with all of these individuals, "copies were 
not made for retention in Bureau files. 
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May 24, 1964 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 



It 






The publishers of the enclosed "Hate" literature are 
certainly fostering suspicion and distrust of the major churches in 
this country and promoting divisive influences in religion. Are these 
organizations or publishers on the Attorney General's list of subversive 
organizations? I would appreciate a report. I daresay this is one 
aspect of "Freedom of the Press," but it is certainly a destructive 
influence. 



Sincerely yours, 
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May 27, 1964 
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received. 



Your letter of May 21st, with enclosures, has been 



With respect to your inquiry, information contained 
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accord- 
ance with regulations of the Department of Justice and U available 
for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of help In this 
instance but trust you will understand the necessary reasons for this 
policy. It Is hoped you will not Infer either that we do or do not have 
data in our files relating to the National Council of Churches. 
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Enclosed is some literature I hope will be of Interest 

Sincerely yours, 



1515 J 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Enclosures (4) 

Faith In God--Our Answer to* Communism 
Let's Fight Communism Sanely! 
4- 17-6Z Internal Security Statement 
A-. 1-61 LEB Introduction 
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Hay 21, 196U 



Director J* Edgar Hoover 

Department of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 



& 
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in a small comnunity of approximately 1600 people, nore 
I am faced with a problem that needs direction and facts* 

A local Baptist clergyman, vice president of the American Council of 
Churches in Ohio, has published two articles in the local paper that 
have definitely attacked the 'National Council of Churches, charging it 
as being "socialistic, prc^comriunistV" 

Such a statement as this definitely puts questions and even distrust 
in the mind s of some people. Since all three of the other clergymen 
inVHHB generally support the National Council, such articles tend 
to lead a few to think or even suspect that the National Council and 
Church in general are filled with Communists. 



Would 
of the 
withou 




fcesome statement relative to the problem? We 
^have enough problems working against evil 
out our energies proving our loyalty* 



I will greatly appreciate your comments.... 
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Cordially, 



RECA' 




/ Encl.: Newspaper clippings written by^he local Baptist clergyman. 
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Baptist Church To 
Hold Prayer Service 



In co-operation with the Amer- 
ican Council of Christian Church- 
es, the Immanuel Baptist Churrch 
Arcanum, will hold an evening 
prayer service Friday.«*£fihruary 



14 at 7:30 p. m. This service will 
be conducted by leading laymen 
of the Church with Mr. Harold 
Mundhenk presiding. 

The Immanuel Baptist Church 
believes that God's people should 
unite to pray for the salvation of 
souls, revival among the saints, 
the advance of the Gospel around 
the world and a return to the 
Christian principles upon which 
our great nation was founded. JI_ 
l ean not condone the . socialistic 
! r hilosophies of the National C oun- 
c il of Churches: her "red-car pet" 
tre atment of Commu nist a£cnta 
japping oc Moryympn- th» Myitfl- 



tinn tnr 4h» r^ooyniHnn of Rgd 



ant infidels as "brethren" in her 
ranks. Consequently, the Imman- 
uel Baptist Church finds it impos- 
sible to join in prayer with those 
whose aims are inconsistent with 
Truth and extends a cordial in- 
vitation to all who share these 
convictions to join with them In 
the special planned lor Ftiday 
•vening. 
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May 28, 1964 
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Honorable Lister BUI 

United States Senate * 

Washington, D. C. 20510 - 5 

My dear Senator: 

I have received your communication of M ? JS 

May 25th enclosin g the material relative to t he inquiry 
you received fromf -^^^^^^^— - 

Although 1 would like to be of service, 
particularly in view of your interest, regulations of the 
Department of Justice preclude my making information 
in FBI files available for general public use. I regret 
we are unable to help your constituent but trust you will 
understand. 

The enclosures you sent are being 
returned. 

| ml& *o ~~ j Sincerely yours, 

j rr.r p« | 3. Ei^irHDWIB 

Enclosures (3) 
1 - Mr. Jones 

NOTE: Buflle s indicate we have had coidial relations with Senator Hill, 
gj l^has also written the same letter to Congressman George 

^fiKf^^^beinghandled separately. The only reference we have in 
Buflles to | Wi* in connection with his communication of 

May 13th. „ , . V ' * • 
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Washington, D. C. 
May 25, 1964 
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Respectfully referred to 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investlgatior 

Department of Justice 

"WasM'ngt'6n™T)*.""C^ 7" 



for such consideration as the communication 
herewith submitted may warrant, and for a report 
thereon, in duplicate to accompany return of 
inclosure. 
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By direction of 




LISTER HILL 
U. S. S. 
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L^^J ftfey 21, 1964 



Senator Lister Bill 
Senate Office Building 
Washington, D*C» 

Dear Listen ■ - 

On hay 13, 1BG4 I wrote to l-r. J* Edgar Boover, Director of Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, oopy of which is enoloced, requestir^what 
inforaution he could give me regarding the activities of *^^^p^i 
Council of Churches and whether or not the leaders of these organi- 
£ at ion, now, or hrve boon affiliated with Cocnunist organisations. 
And whether or not they are aiding and abetting the Conmunist and 
Communist front organisations • 

It is ny report thct this is true and thrt it is a scandalous 
situation that the Protestant dencai nations continue to support 
the iiitional Council of Churches vfcen they are working, actually, 
against tho churches instead of for then. 

Also, enclosed it a copy of a letter received fron Kr. Hoover which 
seenis to be a form letter and was not signed, but was froa the office 
of the Director in which he tells ne absolutely nothing. I an in 
hopes you can j,et this information since he states in his latter 
that it is for official use only and I assume you are an of fioial. 
I would approeicte your getting all this information and setting it 
to me at your earliest convenience* 

Thanks in advance for your help* 



Cordially yours. 
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!'r* J» Sd^rxr Hoover, X&rector 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
?.ashin^tcn # £• C* 

Bear 23% Iloovor* 

I en. wondering if you vould personally help bo to 4 

conduced state in which ny nind nor rcct about the ori 




the i^c/cioaul Council of Churci*os end 
Coznunis« &nd Coi^ainist front a 
..ethodist and tho UetlioCict Church help 
/ Council of Churches* 2 *c v&ryA&vdly 
out the aocus&tlone e^ainstj^e Ku 
Sr.oot and by Sr* B5lly Jcr.cajff^r;£g qf 
XfrTonsgt fTon Tulsa f OVjahos a* 
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It has boon reported that tt 
vas then the federal Ccunci 
Intelligence Depar^^cst a& 
I. or Id .ar !!• And then 2 he 
rothor qy ISnistor that this 
Intelligence Dop: 
Counoil of Church, 
tains soao 240 
unfit for roadi 
true and do you 
line the ones b; 
It troulc be a p 






ice tc encour 

the iLtioaal 
ut this and 
>y 2£r« Tan 



hrra&aa Crusade 




Churches, vhich 
us tf^CwS by the 13a vy 
■vo cr^nirnticn during 
c;' church leaders or 
withdrawn, by the Xavy 
din- that the national 
ct of books thct eon» 
are by Coa-unist authors and 
ic* klono our youth* 2s this 
o boohc? Would you ples.se under* 
and send zj& a cony of this list* 



I have also heard that the Xstions.1 Council of Churches is new 
sponsoring an exhibit at the V.orld's Pair in Ko.r York in which 
they s!ao? a aovie depicting Josus Christ sb a clem. Is this truo? 

I an v^oleheartodly behind cy ehuroh and hope to help pronote it 
to a croator ore? ni cation for tho good of hus&nity* but you oca 
see that X an quite oonfused fron the s*ony reports thst I have 
£Ottcn» A very ftv>k anr».-or to tho questions rhieh I as asking 
and any further information you mi*£t have rejardin^ the Kstlonal 
Council of Churches end its aid to Co muni et and Con^unist front 
orfrnl cations would be greatly appreciated* 
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2 hero core confidence in you to jlre so the true ftcte en those 
<uostieas than anyone Z esa think of bectuse Z kso« you tit in 
c neutral position and have the rocpoot of the entire United State* 
>or»ttHtiGn, unions it is the Ccsrunist* 

I theaS: you very cuoh for your aesict&noe in this tatter end pleas* 
pardon xao bothering a ncji ti^t is ca busy as you to aaswur questions 
for co # but I suit get this confused etato of nind str&i£itoaod 
out» Kusy thanks it* advanoe for your kelp* 
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I have received your letter of May 13th and I 

want to thank you for your expressions of confidence in my 
administration of the FBI. It is hoped our future endeavors 
will continue to merit your support and approval. ... ... 






■:TT-T^7JSrirv 









With respect to your inquiries. Information contained _. 
in the files of the FBI must be maintained a6 confidential in accordance! \LV " 
with the regulations of the Department of Justice and is available tor .^\r£ TC ;- 
official use only. I regret I am unable to be of help in this instance - ;- '— I 

but trust you will understand the necessary reasons for this policy. = .^ 

It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or do not have data in ~~~ ~; "* > 
our files relating to the National Council of Churches and the matters ' *? 
you mentioned. .'...'..." 

Enclosed is some literature 1 trust will be of interest. ... ; r 

Sincerely yours, '_•-.. -J- - 7, 



Enclosures (4) 
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Your letter of May 22nd has been received. 






With respect to your inquiry, Information contained 
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accord- 
ance with regulations of the Department of Justice and Is available 
for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of help in this 
instance but trust you will understand the necessary reasons for 
this policy. It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or do 
not have data in our files relating to the National Council of 
Churches. 



to you. 



Enclosed is some literature I hope will be of interest 





Sincerely yours, 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Enclosures (5). f 

Faith in God^^bur Answer to Comm 

Let's Fight Communism Sanely! 

Communist Illusion and Democratic Illusion 

4/17/62 Internal Security Statement *---•'-•• 

4/1/61 LEB Introduction 
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May 22, 1964 






Mr* J» Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U. S. Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C# 



Dear It. Hoover: 
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I wish to make a personal inquiry in this letter ?bout the national Council 
of Ch urches of Christ in the United States of Anerica. in ther-hopes that 
ySr' wfn h«» able to give sojae information ebout this organisation's work. 
This letter should not be construed as representing any interests of the 
Denomination of which I am a part, but rather, is a personal revest. 
My questions are: 

1. Is the NCC deemed to be, in any way, subversive? 

2. Is the NCC considered to be such an organization that lenus aid to 
our nation in the fight against communism? 

Our Denomination has already determined, to its satisfaction, such things as 
what effect on Denominational Autonomy would be experienced if we were aembers 
of the Council. Therefore, I am interested in getting factual information on 
the questions set forth above. Ytj interest in so doing stems from what I 
consider to be biased and warped reporting in this section of the country. 
Therefore, I feel the need of your trustworthy co'aisel. 

If you can release this information, I would appreciate en immediate reply. 
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Sincerely yours, 
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Your letter of May 22nd has been received. 

With respect to your inquiry, information contained 
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accord- 
ance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available 
for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of help in this 
instance but trust you will understand the necessary reasons for 
this policy. It is hoped you will not Infer either that we do or do 
not have data in our files relating to the National Council of 
Churches. 

Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of 
Interest. I am also returning your stamped, self -addressed envelope. 
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Sincerely yours, 
Tta&r Hoover 
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John Edgar Hoover 

feat ■■■=' Director 

Enclosures (6) 

Faith in God — Our Answer to Communism 

Let's Fight Communism Sanely! 

Communist Illusion and Democratic Realt 

4/17/62 Internal Security Statement. 

4/1/61 LEB Introduction 

Stamped, self -addressed' envelope 

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. Her stamped, 

selfy&ddressed is being returned. -. , 
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TRUE COPY 




ay 22 - 1964 



Mr. J. "Edgar Hoover 
Washington D. C. 

Honorable Mr. Hoover. 

For several days now I have been thinking of writ ng 
you, knowing you are a well informed man. My husband and T are 
very concerned over the Natio nal Council of Churches (N. C. C.) 
and have read many items concenvng Us infiltration of communism, 
we belong to the Methodist Church and think they cater more to - 
N.C.C. than do most churches. All of our church material seems 
to come from the N. C. C. If what we read is true it seems bad 
that when we try to give to our church it must go through the N. C. C. 
channels & we are donating to the Reds, every time we help our 
church. I would like your views on th's subject that is so 'mportant 
to us and any other information you may have about this matter, however, 
we wouldn't want our answers to come from the N.C.C. we prefer your 
answers. We know Walter Ruether was the first Vice Pres. of N. C. C. 
so are interested in what you know about this. 

Anxiously waiting your reply - & thanking you. 
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May J8, 1064 



7 Honorable George Grant 



House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 10515 

My dear Congressman: 

I have received your letter of May 25th, 
with enclosures, r elative to the ri*niA«t w m have received 
for assistance fron4HM| Be* 

Although I would like to be of service, 
regulations of the Department of Justice require that 
Information In FBI files be Kept confidential. We are 
precluded from making such data available for general 
public use and I am, therefore, unable to help your 
constituent 

Although I wish I could give a more 
favorable reply, particularly in view of your personal 
Interest, I trust you will understand my position. The 
material you enclosed is being returned. 
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Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hflwfi" 




Enclosures (3) 

MOTE: The only record of ■ Pis in connection with 

his inquiry of May 13th. Our relation s with Con gressman Grant 
(Democrat-Alabama) have feeen good. Mls^Phas also written 
to Senator Lister Hill in connection with the same matter. 
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Congre** of tfje Vnf teb fetates 

£ou*e of Eepretfentatibe* 

Uaffcfngton, 9. C. 
Mzz/ 25, 1964 



DOMESTIC MAIM , 
ttJTIOM 
FAMILY FARMS 



r-tr. T*4*«n 

Mr. BHmont 

Mr. Mnhr 

Mr. Ca*pcr__ 
Mr. Callahan...-. 
Mr. Conrai! .. - 
Mr. IVI^arh . - 

Mr. Evans 

Mr. Gale .._; 

Mr. Rosen _ — 
Mr. SuUirsn — 

Mr. TavcL 

Mr. TrotUr 

Trie Boom 
Miss Holmes — 
Miss Gaudy 



Director 

Congressional Liaison Office ^ 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

The enclosed correspon dence M which i s self-explanatory, has gust 
been received from Mr. M jgtEPof Montgomery, Alabama, and 
it is being forwarded for your information and consideration. 

It will be deeply apprec iated if you w ould advise how I might 
appropriately respond t 

With best wishes, I am 




Z U£X~&rrV&t 
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V.S.t Please return the enclosursiywith your reply. ~ 
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Utny 21, 1964 



It. George Grant 
House Cwice Building 
..ashiajtcn, D.C» 

letr George: 

On iiay 15, 1964 I wrote to Hr. J. Dd-ar Hoover, Blrector of Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, copy of vhich is enclosed, requestig* liiat 
inform tiou he c^uld jivo ne re^rdir.j *h« activities of the »v.tlonal 
Council o f Chur^ies and vrhtther or cot the leader* of these or^ani- 
x/sion, n^v, or have teen af filiated jwith Cc:.^uniet or£cnixatioas. 
And whether or nnt they are aiding and abetting the Cosrsunist and 
Costnunist front organisations. 

It is ny repon that this i? true and that it is a scandalous 
situation that the Protestant denominations continue to support 
the Kctional Council of Churches v.v.en they are vrorkin^, actually, 
against the* churches ir^t^-ad of for thesu 



a letter received frcr 1±% Hoover ichich 



Also, enclosed is a cop;' ci 
eea-;s to be a fcr:.. letter and v.*as not si-r.ed, but Y/as frcn the office 
of the Idructor in which he tails ae absolutely nothing. I am in 
hop^s io\\ can fct this infers .ticn since he str.tes in his letter 
that it is for official use only and I essuae you are an official* 
I wculd appreciate ycur getting all this inforaction and petting it 
tc ta at your earliest convenience. 



Thnnhs in advance for ycur help* 



Cordis 11 y yours. 
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!ir. J. Ei;?r I-orrcr, Krcotcr 
rcfcrul Bureau or Irrrccti^ctlon 
rn-hir^tcn, £• C # 

facr !>♦ !!oovcr* 



X en t^sicrir^ if you v&uld personally holn so 1"/^-"? ~«^Vfr «i« 
csnTt^si ct^tc- in \.:.ic:i ny tlnC ncr rest about f.o critio^Nif 
tLo H-tion-,! Council of c:v-irc::cs cn/I its ..cj^*-<cc to cncouN 



It Lac been reports th&t ^>/- w*ci^-i>rv.u^*i\ v ^: w/:urc**cyc # v;.;c;. 
tk:s then ths ^cScrc.l Council fcf Chvrc::^. Y— ~ Cited bv the !tev;' 
Ir.^clll-or.co fccpcrtnsnt ts iuir; n subvcr.ltvo crc&nlsntioa during 
;.crld Ir !!♦ /u3 t:.en I :scl J u fr~ en.// z-J c:;urcl; lowers cr 
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Intelligent:: r-c^: r^p^^ui igs ^trrf ^-^-:!^ Oct CiO liticzzl 
Council or Z\\^CJ&t*2^.£.'z£z c r*---U£ lie- or bcoiis tlvt ccn- 
tniue con^ 2±2 ifc~t =^=y c> v v:.lc;. trc b: Conuu:.irt cuthcre and 

*Z— • ^ -C. rw-^-j. , Wv ^—*J w..«|.t «*•—. j * — w A.tow H - Cw. JTwUto.** A** to.*, to 

true ur.*: to ycu\\-Vw c llz^Jzh tlicic bsc-xt l.oul^ you plciLr under- 

-, :urj.c vCpjUcrs an2 cc^d c-c a copy of XiSn lie'** 



II co tfco on-s b; A 
It t:v-lto be u rrc> 



I h-vo tlzo hocrd t/.^t tl;o !i.tlcr.-l Ccurcll of Churches is wcr 
rronsorlr- uz c-'.tobit tt t!:o YorId % s Tr.ir in £w Ycr^ in xrMch 
t:.oi' ct.ow a ttoDTio £oric*-inj Jccuc Christ co & clcro* Is tiiic trua? 

I c=i %iiOlo f .etortec!iy boMn2 t^ f c*»urc:i tni ho?o *o help pronto it 
to t csreater or^nlsuticn fcr the ^cod of hu.~nity # but you ccin 
r:o tljct I cji quito c^-toTuCtoC frc-: t^o r.ray rcurorbs tLct I bavo 
*:c^ton# L v^tj fsr^toi onr.;cr to tlio <yiOto'c5on3 w*ic.: I ca col-ir- 
tnJ tny furtl.or iafor--itlon you ti^.t hs>vo ro^crJin^ tlio litionil 
Council of C:xrc:ics and its tifi to Cor^uniut uni Ccn^unlct frc-i 
orjizJ rations taulti bo greatly appreciates* 
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I u-.v© :-Drc ce^iCssos la ;-cu to j£vo cc t':.o trus facto oc theso 
^ucc'^lcss tl-.ua tn;«0S3 I oaa IhisI: c? bocruco I fcaoar you «it lu 
* noutrtl position fca! fcrro tfr.o rospoet oT tho es&iro UaitetJ Statos 
nc^ulstioa, unless it ie tLo Cc:rvuxict» 

I tl:ta^ ;©u vcrv cuch for your assistive ia t':ic tetter ctiS ploeTeo 
parccs =!!: b&tl-.crir- c ir.s fcyit ic as bus;- cs you to css^r ouoctioss 
fcr r.? # but I suet cot this ccsfucoa trttvte of Bind etr&ichtoao3 
out* Ji»sy V.tTL'j* in cdvtso© for your kelp* 



Cordially yours. 
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Dear 
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I have received your letter of May 13th and 1 
<want to thank you for your expressions of confidence in my ' 
administration of the FBI. It is hoped our future endeavors 
will continue to merit your support and approval* , ... _ 

With resoect to your inquiries, information contained 
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance u 
with the regulations of the Department of Justice and is available for ^ 
official use only. I regret I am unable to be of help £ this instance . 
-but trust you will understand the necessary reasons for this P°»cy. _^ 
It is hoped you will not infer either that we to or do not have , dafcr ta i ;, 
our files relating to the NaUonal Council of Churches and the matters , 
you mentioned. .-*"---. ^ 

Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of interest. ^ ^ 

Sincerely yours, 
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Your letter of May 21st, with enclosure, was 
received as Mr. Hoover was preparing to leave the city. 
He asked me to thank you for sending this material to him. 

Sincerely yours, 




MflUXQM 
COMM-FW 




Helen W. Gandy 
Secretary 
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NOTE: Bullies reflect correspondent was sent an in -absence in October, 
1962. Enclosure to her letter was a pamphlet bearing the headline, 
"Themational Council of Churches and the • Bloody Race/Var' Planned 
this. Summer!" This publication is highly critical of the National CounclL 
of Churches. 
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Hon. J. Edgar Hoover 
F.B.L 
Washington, D. C. 

My dear Mr. Hoover: 



1/ 



Enclosed is a copy of a letter by Dr. Billy James Hargis 
of Tulsa, Okla. , who has fought evil in our country for about fourteen 
years. 

Besides the Civil Rights and the Council of Churches evil 
planning as told in Dr. Hargis' letter the Black Muslim movement in our 
I country is a terrible wrong against our freedom. They want to not only 
cause trouble in Mississippi but in other Southern States and take over 
the property of white people. You probably have read of the hatred being 
taught the youth of the muslims. 

I believe the National Council should be stopped— should have been 
stopped long ago by churches quitting their contributions. 

Thank the God above that our President wants you to stay on 
for another year. 



destroyed. 



Please help save the Southern States liberties from being 



Yours sincerely, 
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The National Council of Churches 

and the "Bloody Race War" 

Planned this Summer! 



Dear Christian Crusader: 

This is the time to strike a blow for Christ's Gospel and freedom by breaking the back of the 
Jatioial Council of Churches financially. The communis t-fronters socialists »*tb£Ugl- 
caUv apostate leaders of »" > —Ta\J ^ir* of Protestantism (which I contend should be 
called the National Council of Churches of Karl Marx since its -trouble-making left-wing so- 
cialist ic policies in no way represent the Christ of our Bible) has announced its support of 

an Invasion of the "nthlinl -f -y — *■" — " *"*"«* agitators which could well 

or\ ng Too" what Harvard Q u ivers ity^news^per, "The Crim son", calls "a massive, daring, 
probably bloody assault" on a sovereign state — Mississippi. 

il am enclosing with this newsletter an editorial written by a great friend of Christian 
Cruslde? George Shannon, entitled " Churches Fuel Racialjjo roar" which exposes this highly da. - 
gerous plan to inspire a possible bloody revolution in-cTTsTuthland this summer instigated by 
the National Council of Churches.) 

As one minister remarked to me the other day, "These liberal preachers have J "* 6 '"* ""* ;" 
That thev have - crazy with their socialistic and revolutionary schemes that will divide our 
Jeoole and throw u "the mercy of a United Nations' occupation force which undoubtedly will 
oe oemanlled by the liberals to maintain peace within the U.S. in event of a new civil war 
between now and the elections in November. 

Add to these revolutionary schemes of our leading Protestant ^^"^^^.^^^/^H '" 
u „ Mlll)fBn n r to pass the obvious socialistic proposal called the Civil Rights Bin. 
Although "hey'are'defying the laws of the land thatgovern "tax exempt" ^-ch-rela ted groups 
Such al themselves, which clearly prohibit lobbying by such groups in the Nation's «P^» a 
smaH army of lobbyists representing the National Council is sta king the corridors on Capi ,1 
Hill button-holing Senators, coercing them to support the so-called Civil Rights Bill. 

in keeping with its official socialistic-communistic social cre^d, "j*^ ca " s '% ^J^ 1 ' 
ishment of private property, the National Council of Churches is throwing its full «£•£ _ 
behind this bill which would virtually eliminate the use and enjoyment of P'Jvate^ property 
the fundamental and Scriptural American right that distinguishes this country from slave 
states like Russia and Cuba. 

Furthermore, this Civil Rights Bill, which is strongly «;WO«.d * th. ^^J^lchU 
Churches, is . dire threat to individual freedoms of both colored and white cltltt-s, *«J^ 
purports to assure. It is a bold and unconstitutional grasp for power and is totally unwar 
! ranjted either by good judgment or circumstances. 

VI (Christian Crusade has received 10.000 informative, legal reports on ^"j** J^il.* 1 
^» the National Council is determined to ram down the th J~" •* !« J"J"EJ 2 tnis Bill to 
(1) the cruel and naked facts concerning this proposal; (J) the «!»"«"* LIS. of tar I 
the Communist Party Platform of 1928; (3) how the Bill fulfills many o f th e demand s of tarl 
Marx's "Communist Manifesto"; (4) the pro-communist records of some of the ™^" ^J^. 
porters of this Bill. etc.. etc. This yltal.reEOi^ prepared by great legal minds « *«ens 
of the Constitution of the' United Sta teHnT. gainst socialistic-communistic encroachments. 
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SPEAK1NGM 'UR GREAT V1CTC V FOR CHRIST AI^ IOUNTRY . ' • 

In the past thirty days my te„ and I have held great Chris tit.. Crusade Rallies in South 
Carolina, Florida, Georgia, Alabama, Illinois, Minnesota, California, Idaho, New Mexico and 
Arizona. The Crusade Rallies in Miami and St. Augustine, Florida, and Dothan and Birmingham, 
Alabama, broke ail records for supporting and underwriting new radio stations. 

Realizing that we will win or lose this battle in 1964, ChrisLian Crusade Is going all out to 
reach the American people with our anti-communist and anti-National Council of Churches oes- 
•saze. We were able to add 55 new stations to our radio chain last month and as of this date 
it looks~ as if we will add 100 new stations to carry our daily and weekly broadcasts this" 
month alone"! Our goal now is to add another one hundred stations this month, making a total 
'of 255 newstations added to our network in 90 days. 

We have offered thousands of American radio stations our daily broadcasts on a new basis. We 
must reach the uninformed with our message -- new people who are uq^ already in the fight. 
WE CANNOT PAY REGU LAR COMMERCIAL RATES . We have written these stations throughout America 
pointing cut the importance of every station using its facilities to get the facts to the 
American people. We will pay $40 a month (in advance) to those stations that will carry our 
daily broadcasts, or $20 a month (in advance) to those that will carry our half-hour broad- 
casts on Sunday. Many, many stations are accepting. . .every day's mail brings new acceptances 
...Our phones are busy with calls from station managers accepting our proposal. 

YOU... yes, you — our friends who underwrite this work with your prayers and gifts -- can 
reach as many*as 25,000 daily with our broadcast with a gift of ONLY $40 a month. This chal- 
lenge was accepted by many Crusaders in Miami. Our friends there pledged $100 a month... 
$50 a month. ..$25 a month. ..$10 a month. ..$5 a month. ..some more, some less, and thus under- 
wrote TWENTY-FIVE STATIONS FOR ONE YEAR! Thank God! (The volunteer Chairman of our Greater 
Miami Christian Crusade Committee, Dr. Maylon Watkins, Pastor, Metropolitan Baptist Church, 
called roe this week to tell me that Miamians will underwrite an additional 25 stations. ..m£^ 
ing 50 stations underwritten there alone. ) Birmingham Crusaders underwrote 17 stations at 
'$40 a month for a full year at a great Rally there. 

God is moving. People are realizing the URGENCY of our message and the lateness of the hour 
...and they are doing, prayin g and giving . This is indeed the secret for victory In this 
battle agTinsT anti-Christ forces*. (I am enclosing clippings from Miami, St. Augustine and 
Dothan newspapers to show you the enthusiasm generated in these communities this month by our 
Rallies. We know that God is using your Christian Crusade more today than all the yesterdays 
combined.) 

Dear friends, we need help. While 1 am on the road getting these new stations underwritten, 
please be faithful with your financial support by mail. Our mail is down again. Come on, 
lolks... please, please stand with us in this battle for Christ's sake. We are fighting to 
preserve the Christian testimony and for the lives and freedom of our children and grandchil- 
dren. Stand with me. Stand up for America! Give. . .give. . .give. Even if you have to borrow, 
place as much as you can in our hands this month to do battle for God and country on your 
behalf. 
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Our Anti-Communist University at Hanitou Springs, Colorado, will open for its sinner sessions 
June 7. Dedicated youth will be coining to the Rocky Mountains from all over the land to be 
trained to do battle with us in this Christ vs. anti-Christ war. We need scholarships ($100 
pays for their room, board, tuition and text books for a two-week session) to give to deserv- 
ing young people who earnestly want to attend but must have help. Oh, dear friends, help us 
influence these youths* with training that will sake them leaders for Cod and country on their 
high school and college campuses. 

1 am convinced that by radio this year we can encourage enough Christians to destroy the mon- 
strous National Council of Churches* machine by withdrawing their financial support of this 
outfit and pulling their churches out en masse. (In the last few days 50 Louisiana Presby- 
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•^erian* Churches and 25 His si 
ouncil.) Our only hope is 




Disciples 9 Churches have 
ch uninformed Americans v 






out of the National 
Acts. ..with the truth. That's 



jr. ddi clonal millions. . .Stand with us now. =c — ' ■«•.. reach __ 



>on receipt of the biggest gift you ca n rush to Christian Crusa de. Tulaa 2. O klahr^ riltht 
f. >v t x wane c o_ gend you a tremendous package of vital ma teiL.1: (1. th. ^t^^.*l"!?:l^ U ht 
^port on the Civil Rights Bill; (2) the Seconded "Reading LI.V of tnTSt^TSolcil 
U Churches whlc* it suggests as «aafe for children", which attu.ll> recommend. SoL^T 
,iown communist and pro-communi.t author, such as Herbert Aptheker (editor of thre«L.m«... 
•olitical Affairs" monthly magazine). W.E.B. DuBois (founder of JaJcP .S Jd»Uteo^Zuni. t 
<rty member), DuBois' wife. Shirley Graham, and that author of the blasphemous ™Lf^J 
e Christ" and "Put One More 'S' In the U.S.A.". Langs ton Hughes (the ^SZTZZIS .£?« 
s books, more than any other author); (3) a full-length book by a great Co^tutioa.1 
wyer. Earl Lively, entitled "The Mississippi Invasion", undoubtedly one of the ™r Eh i 
& esentations of the liberals' declared war on the South and the shamefCl mf.treat^nt of T 
|eat American. Edwin A. Walker, by. I'm afraid, a politically.motivnS^r^^er:!. 

W is so vital that I hear from you within the next few d«v* n** a*** «_•. 

£nt could well He destroyed by lack of sacrificial support of all fond a mT! . 

*; MOO, MOO, $300, $200. $100, $50. $40, $25, $20, $10° $5? 4 «" M fr'sT £/£ *£'. 

? r. t l "o a it r S: h yiur .mo" "" *" "" **& " "" ta «" ->— «~P« 

|TJ£ "e'ti^^l aTio-ChrlsT' '*"* '" " ^ *~ '"">"" " ~ -"*• 

artner in Awakenl/ig, 

Jilly James Hargis (J 

Underline II Chronicles 7:14 in your Bible.. .this 1. Cod'. pre.cription for TOTAL VICTORY. 



Churches Fuel Racial Uproar 

af^*a* — ___ all. * 



of Missi< «ipp ; ^^Yf 1v>rn 

tlDftri InPi ^taxe tins snnimpr hy t fcZ 
National rmyriLtf-rtMiiTliPi the 

lional Asocial ion for the^Advance- 
ment of Colored People, the Student 
Non-Violent Oo-ordin.itin<r Commit- 
tee and other intesxationist, i-ace- 
ajpUttin? jrroims. 

The National Council of Churches 
has announced it will send a "task 
Vi} xe " ? r ™* n «d money into the 
Mississippi Delta to wage war on 
what it describes as "persistent" 
poverty and racial injustice. The. 
Delta wroiart -in r n y fty . «.st^ 

itCJlc eni of t he rr\%t a n d th e W nrl rl 

I «r JTHininlll"- in par cent Officials of 
?% t,,e Nal «>»» Council of Churches 
i S. fT* •jwnnjr into this project with 
the fronk acknowledgment that 



(Reprinted from The Shreveport (U.) Journal) 

.they expect to become involved — 

|»n the Negroes' side — in clashes 

l«tueen white and Negro residents 



of .Mississippi. 

Complementing this racial agita- 
tion will 1* what The Harvard 
UTimson — Harvard University's 
daily newspaper — has described 
«s an invasion by militant youns 
Nesrroes of the NAACP and SNCC 
In its issue of March 11, The Crim 



sive. daring, probably bloodv, «s- 
wuilt on the racial barriers of Mis- 
sissippi ... 

"The 1964 plan . . . calls for an In- 
vasion of 'over 1,000 Peace-Corps- 
t.vpe volunteers.' in order to ♦shake 
Mississippi out of the Middle 
Afe..'" 

So there yon have it. There is the 
explanation of why the National 
Council of Churches is lobbving 



-„„ ,» t-ihnimm ♦ — rn a Z, "" '-« u,M:,, m *-nurene« is louovng 



SNCC worker and Harvard student 
recently released from jail in Jack. 
•on . statement that "Negroes 
might .tart killing the white peo- 
p, U n .M'M'w'PPi pretty soon." 
Yes, Weaver is quoted as sir. 
ing. "if we wanted to get a small 
Mau Mau going, it wouldn't be diffi- 



of the infamous eivil rights bill in I 
the senate. J 

No longer content to sponsor nelr 
mild interracial activities as Hs an- 
nual observance of "Race Relations 
Sunday." the National Council of 
Churches now espouses an integra- 
tion movement which it expects to 



cult . . . "Might be a nice" summer end indolence. 

SH ass.- "^ ■- ?• -s ffisaaa aBHag. 

1 lus summer will witness a mas- want? ^ — # 
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NCC Portrays Christ As Clown? 
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"IMPOSSIBLE!", no group would por- 
tray our Lord as a clown! 

This would be the normal j cacti' 
most Christians after hearing Dr. «ii»y 
James Hargis lash out at the National 
Council of Churches before 300 residen. 
of St. Augustine and St. Johns County la$t 
night. 

Hargis told the astonished cro»vu thai 

n the new $4,000,000 display pl.-ced in the 

New York Worlds Fair by the KCC, .. film 

eontinually shown, called •Tumble" 4 ?r- 

trays Jesus Christ as a clow . 

PROTEST LODGED 

The head of the governing body of the 
World's Fair lodged a pretest with the 
NCC, according to Dr. Hargis, which was 
answered with: The NCC doesn't feel 
that the Worlds Fair Committee has the 
right to tell us what we can 'show in our 
exhibit." 

If Dr. Hargis* information is correct, 
(and we have no reason to doubt that it 
is), then all Christians and churches had 
better re-examine their roles within the 
National Council of Churches. 

w.rr.; c hrAn.pht.nat that the NCC op-... 



through various Frotestant denominations 
in our country. 

You may or may .not agree with Ur. 
Billy James Hargis* approach to the 
NCC* many failing and pro-communistic 
leanings, however, you owe it to your 
church and yourself to hear what he has 
to say. Regardless of approach the im- 
portant fact is that Christians lie advised 
that there are shortcomings within the 
structure* doctrine and philosophy of t>e 
National Council of Churches, and that im- 
mediate steps are taken to do something 
about it. 

FOR THE RESIDENTS OF HASTING.** 
who have an opportunity tonight to hear 
Dr. Hargis talk on the NCC we urge you 
to attend, regardless of your faith or re- 
ligious conviction. 

For residents of St. Johns County who 
missed Dr. Hargis* talk at the Mark Lance 
Armory last night .... we urge you to 
•ake the short ride to Hastings tonight to 
hear this message. 

A good American. Christian, and Hot- 
idian. bv necessitv must«be an informed 
individual. RTLLY JAMES HARGIS HAS 
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Tour letter of May 20th has been received. S -£ 

With respect to your Inquiry, Information contained 
In the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential In accordance 
with regulations of the Department of Justice and Is available for official 
use only. I regret I am unable to be of help in this Instance but trust 
you will understand the necessary reasons for this policy. It is hoped 
that you will not Infer either that we do or do not have data in our files 
relating to the National Council of Churches. 

Enclosed Is some literature I hope will be of interest. 
Sincerely jrgurs, 



HGT" 
Pomwth 



y 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Enclosures (4) 

Let's Fight Communism Sanely! 

"Faith In God—Our Answer To Communism* 

LEB Intro 4-1-61 

Internal Security 4-17-62 

■\ NOTE: Correspondent Is not identifiable in Buflles. 
^PFC:dehC> ^ /I J^ " ' 
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J. £6 gar Hoover, Idrector 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 



, .'/ 



Dear Sir: 



6" 



As you know the National Council of Churches, because of its 
official position concerning civil liberties, racial equality, 
and other statements, is often called "Communistic in nature n or 
"co.ununist infiltrated." Could you share with ns r;hat information 
your office may have concerning the results of investigations made 
of the Council concerning communist infiltration? Some responsible 
answer to these charges would be greatly appreciated by our group. 



Thanking you for your help I am 



Sincerely yours, 
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Tour letter of May 24th has been received. 

With respect to your inquiry, information contained 
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance 
with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available for official 
use only. I regret I am unable to be of help in this instance but trust you 
will understand the necessary reasons for this policy. It is hoped that 
you will not infer either that we do or do not have data in our files relating 
to the National Council of Churches or the World Council of Churches. 
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Enclosed is some literature I nope will be of interest 

Sincerely yours, 
3 X tt^ 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Let's Fight Communism Sanely 1 

"Faith in God— Our Answer To Communism 

LEB Intro 4-1 61 

Internal Security 4-17-62 H w \\ \ 
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The F. B. I. 

Washington, D# C« 

Gentlemen t 

If you have made any study at all of the World Council of Churches 
and the NationaLJ^wiQil .«£ Church** I would appreciate a pamplet 
or any information in any form en yewr findings* 

The National Council is being attacked, I feel in an unfair manner, 
and I need to know all that I can about the subversive activities, 
if there be any, in connection with the National Council* 

Any help that you can give me will be greatly appreciated* 
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received. 



Tour letter of May 18th, with enclosure, has been 



GD£ 



With respect to your inquiries, Information contained o 
In the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential In accordance ? 
with the regulations of the Department of Justice and Is available for 
official use only. I regret I am unable to be of help in this instance 
but trust you will understand the necessary reasons for this policy. 
It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or do not have data in 
our files relating to ue^aUonalCovncil.of Churches and the Committee 
of Christian Laymen, Inc. , of Woodland Hills.' 

With regard to the document you mentioned, it is sug- 
gested you may wish to contact the Chairman, House Committee on 
Un-American Activities, Room 225, Cannon House Office Building, 
Washington, D. C. 20515. 

«*- 1 
v > Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of interest, 

along with the material you forwarded. 



t» 








Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hcaraf 
John Edgar Hoover 




Enclosures (5) 

, Let*s Fight Communism Sanely! 

' 4/1/61 LEB Introduction 

i/ll/B2 Internal Security Statement 

Faith in Freedom 

DTPxal {Z) £A /L/ See note next page 
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NOTE: Correspondent and Christian Current Event Study Groups are 
not identifiable in Bufiles. Enclosure was a flyer of the Committee 
of Christian Laymen, Inc. , of Woodland Hills, which is affiliated with 
the American Coalition of Patriotic Societies, Inc. , which is well 
known for its "rightest type" literature. 
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* '; TRUE COPY 

|> : . May 18 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation. 
Dear Mr. Hoover 

As a true and loyal American who loves our 
Country and freedom very much have been attending Christian 
*.r Current Event Study Groups. In these study groups we have been 

told that some clergymen in the Nation Council of Churches 
were Communist. I have reports on this that are supposed to 
be documented facts. I have tried so hard to get proof of this 
N^ but so far have not been able to get any. I even ordered two 

Government Documents from Washington DC. but diden't get 
them. So I'm writing to you as my only hope of getting the 
proof. Will you please write me and tell me if this report I'm 
';£* sending you is true. Also where can I get this document "Investi- 

jp gation of Communist Activities in the New York Area 9 '. Part 5 House 

v$ Committee on Un-American Activities. And what would be the 



price. 

Mr. Hoover please answer this soon. I just 
don't want to be brain washed. It's so important to me to know 
the truth. 



k 



_ ., Thanking you in advance 

if 

§S Sincerely Yours 




¥ 

M P. S. I would like to have the report returned 

i 

» < 






eport returned 1 
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A "Paul Revise" Musaob—Sind to a Fkibko— Smad thk Alarm— Don't Dikaw 
"- ' Thet .mijjst Party Praises The StaL Jf j£» Affiliate Of 

'. The Nati«sal Council of Chtrches of Christ 

The statement h a complete and exact copy as taken from 7 he tForker, an official publication of the Communist Party 
issue of October 20, 1963. 

•The International Convention of the Christian Churches (Disci pi « of Christ) h deterring of the highest praise hj all 4Winotr.fi 
Americans for warning its 2,000,000 members again* the Ultra-Rightists, who use Anti-Communism to carrj oat their mctsMUi? a»nn 

But the Church leaders did more than warn the members ol their congregations. They issued a document telling (fcesa htm So identif) 
these enemies of the people. The church members were told to Stse the utmost diicretion' with these groups which; 

t. Accuse anybody who disagrees with them of being Communist*, pro-Communists, dupes of Communists, plnhot, and who claim any 
thing they disapprove of is pan of Worldwide Communist plot 

X Claim that all problems facing the world today are bring caused by Jews, Catholics or Negroes. 

S. Support segregation and racism. 

4. Slander leaders of fecal Churches, Church agencies or the National Council of dutches. 

5. Insist that their own economic philosophy is the only Christian one. 

The guidelines set up by the Disciples of Christ for identifying the Ultra-Ri^ht will be useful for all Americans In dealing with ml? 
element*.* (So says the Communist Party, U.&A.) 

The Communist Party apparently feel that the position stated above also represents the position of the National C**nc\ 
of Churches inasmuch aa /. Irwin Miller, president of the Natiofial Council of Churches is a member of Disciples of Christ. 

Can you imagine a Church organization with some 2,000,000 members not even mentioning the danger of Communisn 
which in process of enslaving one-third the worlds population ha* killed an estimated 60,000,000 people in Europe and Asia 
Not only that they have echoed the words of Gus Hall, head of the Communist Party in the United States, who saU: 
•The danger to the U.S. is from the F.B.I., the Ultra-Right and Militarists" — The Worker (10-21-42). 

The Above Statement Follows The Communist Party Line 
Not for one momrnt do we believe that the 2,000,000 members of Disciples of Christ would approve the above statcmrn 
if thry had had an opportunity to vote on it individually by secret ballot. The chances are that about 1,999,000 of the mem 
bers did not know that a handfull of their leaders were even taking Mich action. 'l*hc action of the convention should be ft 
pudiated, President Kennedy has been assassinated since first printing. 

Eighty-one Communist Parties of the world met in Moscow and on December 5, 1960 they i«sufd a Commmnist Man. 
festo. ITiis Manifesto called for the destruction of the growing Anti-Communist movement. They specifically called for con: 
p'ete elimination of Anti-Communist programs in schools, the military and from public meetings. The Manifesto equate 
Socialism with Communism as different phases of the same movement. One suggestion was to lump together all opponents o 
Communism (mild or tough) and brand them with such objcctional labels as Right Wing Extremists, Ultra-Rghtisis, Fm< 
ists, Birchers, McCarthyites, etc. if you wish the whole story secure from U.S. Government printing office the pamphle 
"The New Drive Against The Anti-Communist Program (a report of hearings before the Committee on The Judician 
United States Senate — released July 11, 1961.). 

)C Prominent N.C.C. Clergymen Honor Identified Communist 

On October 15, 1963 a birthday party was held at Carnegie Hall to honor"flr. Harry F. Ward, an identified Con 
munist, who wrote the "SoejaljCreed" first used by both the Methodist ^Church msiS by iht^Federal Council of Churche 
predecessor to "the National Council of Churches. According to Tocsin — leading west coast Anti-Communist weekly, sue 
notables as Dr. John Bennett, Bishop James Baker, Bishop fohn Wetley Lord, Dr. John A. MacKay, Bishop Wain 
Mitchell, Bishop FJgar A. Love, Rev. Henry Hitt Crane, Rev. FJward L. Peet, Dr. Ralph Sockamu and many, man 
others were among the sponsors. The Worker, Communist publication, of October 15, 1963, states: 

_ "Dr. Ward is a link between the Christian Socialist preachers of the late 19th century, who sought to end the Churches neutrality 
*~ in the class struggle (or subservience to the capitalists) and the pastor* of the 20th century, who have joined in humanity's struggle for 
peace and a decent life of brotherhood. Many Christian ministers who cast their lot with mankind were inspired and taught br Dr. 
Ward. He mobilised the Churches in support of the Unionists. He helped set up the American Civil Liberties Union In lt20, becoming 
Its first chairman. He became a firm advocate of friendship with the Soviet Union. We are going to be at Carnegie Hall this Tuesday 
evening, October IS to wish this grand man many more birthdays. We (the Communists) are sure w« will ate you there." (Secure 
our Pub. 70 for a complete report on Dr. Harry F. Ward). 

The National Council of Churches h indebted to this, identified Communist, for its SoejatJ!?spel according to testimor. 
by Joseph Z. Kornfeder. (See our Pub. No. 70). A Communist writer nTThTtForker ofjitly 10, 1962 sees little different 
between the position of Social Gospel clergy and the Communists. He states: 

•They (the Clergy) may call It the "Kingdom of Cod on Earth": Marxists call k the Cooperative Ooamowealf n ; what matters 

names, if we mean the same concrete things.**? 

"* The headline in The Worker of October 22, 1963 b: "Churchmen Assail Move to W*ter Chil Rights Bitr. T! 

first sentence under the headline states: "Tht National Countil •/ Churrhrt of Christ last week called oo the Keumtdjtimh 

* titration, etc." After reading the above b it any wonder that the Communist Ptrtf praises an organization with 40,000,0( 

members which b doing so much to further Communist objectives? The above b N£.C. thinking; b it abo touts? If su< 

thinking b truly representative of N.CC's 4(1,000,000 membership then thb nation will fall to the Soviets by 1973 at Khni 

hehev has predicted. It b up to the man in die pew. 

Copies mailed to the PJB.L and Che House Committee on Un-American Activities 

, . .— -•* X^oMMirrtB or CmitTM* .Laymen Ikc. or Woodland Hills 

>dg'2< PX). Box 285 

AfJftt& _^rl Woodland Hills. CAUioaMA 

IT MY <d tfn - M Pt Corporation) 

„/ * r^*' .. lUptodooios aethoriatd If peeper credit givca 

Affiliated with ta« Americas CMlttfaa a* Patriotk Sadcttoloe.— I«l Orecticut Ave. I 
Publication 79 (1-13-64) — revised 4th printing ENCLOSUR&IND $1.00 FOB 50 COPIES. 
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May 25, 1964 





Your letter of May 16th has been received and 
I want to thank you for your generous remarks concerning my 
administration of the FBI. It is hoped that our future endeavors 
will continue to merit your support and approval. 

With respect to your inquiries, information 
contained in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential 
in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is 
available for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of help 
in this instance but trust you will understand the necessary reasons 
for this policy. It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or 
do not have data in our files relating to the organizations or 
Individual you mentioned. You may be assured, however, that this 
Bureau has not issued a statement either in support of or against the 
National Council of Churches. 



interest. 



Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of 




Sincerely yours, 
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Enclosures (4) 

Let's Fight Communism Sanely I 

4/1/61 LEB Introduction 

4/17/62 Internal Security Statement >^\*"' : 

Faith in God— Our Answer To Communism /y 

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in^ufiles. 
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Mr, J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureeu of Inv9stiga 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 




tion ^^*i' 



In recent year we have been hearing mor^ & more from various 
Croups and organizations concerning the^Natipnal Coun.cti_.qf Churche 
being infiltrated with Communist, supporting communist causes and 
subervisive f roups. Sir, as a member of the Methodist church, 
a Christian and a Patriotic American, I am requesting your depart- 
ment's help, for myself and some of the members of my Church, 
in answer to the following questions. * 



1. 



2 ,' 



3. 



4. 



5. 



Is the National Council of Churches infiltrated with known 
communist or communist sympathizers? 

- Are the;/ known to have supported communist causes or sub- 
versive proups which are not acting in the best interest of 
/the United States Government? 

Is' Harry F. Vard a >nown communist and is he now or has he 
ever been connected with the National Council of Churches? 

Is it true that the Federated Council of Churches was branded 
subversive by Navy Intelligence in 1935? 



Have you ever stated publicly 
subversive organization? 



that the National Council was a 



TVe are deeply concerned over this situation and will greatly 
appreciate any information or suggestions you may offer. 

I would like to take this opportunity to personally thank you 
for your lifetime of service and devotion to our Country. It is 
my opinion that there are few living Americans today that have 
the love and respect of all our Citizens as you have and truly 
you deserve it. <- — 

,, r - '"/>£/-? J sincerely, 
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May 22, 1964 
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been received. 



Your letter of May 18th, with enclosures, has 






OD 



With respect to your inquiry, a representative of 
this Bureau did talk to a group of church leaders such as quoted ln*—< « 
the article yon forwarded; however, they were not given any o 

information from our files to substantiate their conclusions. Data ? 
in our files must be maintained as confidential in accordance with 
regulations of the Department of Justice and is available for 
official use only. Therefore, I trust you will understand why we 
did not furnish any information to this group, and our inability to 
furnish such data should not be used as the basis for inferring 
either that we do or do not support their views. Any conclusions 
drawn by them were strictly their own. 






to you. 



Enclosed is some literature X trust will be of interest 




V 



Sincerely yours, 
9 a Edgar fteowr. 

John Edgar Hoover 
; Director 
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Enclosures (4) 

Faith in God--Oujf ;Attswer to Communism 
447-62 Internal Security Statement' . 
Let's Fight Communism Sanely 1 
^ 4-61 LEB Intro 

Vv DTP^med (3) 



(see Note page 2) 
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NOTE: No derogatory information appears in Bufiles concerning 
correspondent. Her enclosures pertained to the obvious public 
controversy concerning the infiltration by communists. The article 
she referred to quoted the Episcopal group as meeting with, a 
representative of the FBI and were not able to discover any data 
which would support the charges against the National Council of Churches. 
This organization and controversy are well known in Bufiles. 
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May IS, 1964 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

The Aiken, S. C. UNITED CHURCH WOMEN unwittingly opened 
"Pandora's Box n by issuing an invitation to one of the local 
churches to join our organization, 

? pp ?5*3 tly » one of the ob Joctions to Joining with us was 
that it IfLJrn integrated group. One of the reasons given was 
that the NATIONAL COUN CIL OF SHURCHE S has been accuser!? being 
infiltrated by communists. ~"~ 

Another incident which added to the furor was a newspaper 
article telling of Dr. Charles S. Poling* s announcement of his 
withdrawal from the United Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. Dr. 
Poling also insinuated that the National Council of Churches is 
overrun with communists. * 

The John Birch Society has an active chapter in Aiken and 
I have been told that Mr. Jackson, author of the second letter 
enclosed is a member. I have not confirmed his membership in 
the John Birch Society, however. These letters appeared in our 
local newspaper, n The Aiken Standard And Review", recently. 

I am White, a Southerner and a Protestant. I feel that the 
report of my denomination (Presbyterian U.S.) as stated in the 
official magazine, "The Presbyterian Survey 1 ', (quoted in letter 
#1) is a fair presentation of the benefits to be gained by being 
a member church of the National Council of Churches. I believe 
the report also revealed that the study of possible communist in- 
filtration of the N.C.C. conducted by the Episcopal Church, deter- 
mined such an allegat^^ be^ljey ^ ^ ^ j,. r . ^ 

I think it is crucial for our country to maintain its opp- 
osition to communism and I am convinced that it is vital to the 
life of The Church to extend its witness to all tutm mmoii whgjl— ' 
such a witness may entail unpopularity or sacrifice. 

« MAY 86 »64 

Can you or your Department help us in clarifying this ques- 
tion? We realize that it is futile to attempt to ■ e ha nge the" UJJln- 
ions of extreme rightists who are seldom objective about any issue, 
but there are many sincere persons who are confused by the contro- 
versy • The excerpts quoted in Mr. Jackson* s letter (enclosure #2) 
from the hearings before the Committee on Unaraerican Activities, 
House of Representatives. 86th. Congress, 2nd. session, February 
25th., I960, are especially puzzling to many of ua*^ T*£r^fC<f,3/ 
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Editor - ; / 

Aiken StantmnrPTW Review 
Aiken. South Carolina 
Dear Sir: 

In your April 30. 19G4 issue, 
you published in your Open 
FoAml Column a letter from 
Ur! Harry A. llardt. Clerk o! 
Station, South Aiken Presbyter- 
ian* Chureh and an article from 
Presbyterian Survey. Uoth the 
letter an crtlcle was very mis- 
leading concerning certain state- 
ments regarding to the infiltra- 
tion i»f Communst influence in 
related church groups and cer- 
tain issues concerning the Air 
Re»:ce Training Manual of I960. 
The letter ami article was high 
on opinions but very slmu on 
fact* and documented evidence 
from authorii.it tve sources. 

71 e letter and aiticle claimed 
that political cMrcmists nave in- 
sinuations that Communism had 
fnf|lii Jed the National Council of 
the C'h'ii ches of Christ in the 
United States and other church 
prouM. The truth: Pane "J 303 nf 
•'Issues Presented By Air reserve 
Center Training Manual/' Hear 
tag before the Committee on Un- 
American Activities. House of 
Representatives, Eighty-Sixth Con- 
gress Second Session. Fchiuary 
25. 19C0 state^^.Thus far of 



the leadership of the National 
Council of Churches ol Cihbt in 
America, we've found ©* er 103 
persons in leadership e> parity 
with cither Communist-fi »nt re- 
coil's or records ol service to 
Communist causes. The eagres- 
ate affiliations of the leadership. 
Instead of being in the hundreds 
as the Chairman (Chairman Wal- 
ter ol the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities) fir«l in- 
dicated, is now. accordng to our 
latest count, into the thousands. 
ami we have yet to complete 
our check, which would certainly 
suggest, on the basis of the auth- 
oritative sources of this Com- 
mittee. (House Committee on Un- 
American Activities) that the 
statement that there is infla- 
tion of fellow travelers in church- 
es and educational institutions is 
a complete undcr-statcment." 

Duiing his March 6, 19R1. testi- 
mony before a House of Repre- 
sentatives Sub-Committee on Ap- 
propriations. Mr. J. Edgar Hoov- 
er stated: "They (the Commun- 
ist:.;) have infiltrated every con- 
reive hie sphere of activity: youth 
groups, television, radio and mo- 
tion picture industries, church 
and school, educational and cul- 
tural groups, the press, national- 
ity minoiily groups and civil 
and tM.ltieai units/' Please note. 
Mr. Hoover said "every eoneeiv- 
able sphere of activity/' includ- 
ing the church. Yet. the editors 
of Presbyterian Survey had the 
audacity to quote the Episcopal 
recoil declares, "The mem- . 
bcrs of our study committee ^ 
nvM vith personnel of the House t 
Committee on Un-American Acti- 
vities and the F.B.I, but were n»t 
able to discover any fact or re- 
cord that would support auch 
charges. We conclude they ore 
false/* 

The Presbyterian Survey claim- 
ed the Air Force apologized for 
the existence of the Air Reserve 
Training Manual. Howrvcr. in 
testimony before the House Com- 
mittee on Un-American Activities 
on February 25, 19G0, Se. rctary 
of the Air Force Ihidley C. 
Sharp testified that "we have 
not m the Air Force apologized 
to Mr. Wine that I know el." In 
Page IX'1 of hearing. Mr. Wine 
being the associate General Sec- 
retary of the National Council 
of Churches. 
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Edlloi _ 

Aiken SUndtrfi * ™ 

Atken, South Carolina 

pear Bfrj-' • — — 

to your April U, Ml Issue. 
ami published an article under 
the beadUni •'Dr. Poling With- 
draws From United Presbyter* 
Ton CamW en page SB. The 
artkle putlcuUrty attack! the 
.Vatlont! Council el Churches 
iNCC) w *vi»oaa U*e United Pres- 
byteries Church, U. ••_,** 
(Northern Presbyttrlsn) !>**• 
eupport The article apeaki _ef 
the Ousn* writing with the toe- 
cos ef evil end eustnustes that 
the HOC to Infiltrated wttb 
Communists, _ 

Tne Presbyterbn Church TJS 
Presbytertaa) -•— 
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:*«. eecrfUry'et **J^J* .;„ 
World Missions In NsShvflle. Clt-.. . 
tog the Wtowtng ewamplee: *»^\ . 

to "the ' field ot "mess com- * 
muaicattooa, ,ene-ibird at the ... • 
banian race "can be reached by 
the Radio Voice at the Gospel, —- 
a radio network opened to Feb- . 
rusry M3 la EthlopU by the - 
HOC. This artwork beans the ? 
'gospel to more than SO Asian ;, 
and Abkaa aaUon^ln .w*»a. . . 
languagea ovary ewnjr;jet?,*ha"V* 
•av and ntetrt. This to en ex- 
pensive undertaking which our:. „ 
church eimpiy could -no t *• ■•-— '-. 
auoM alone. Bui cooneratfvvflbr #dMMk 
we. carry an audfa J"»jjt£*7=" 
through RAVEMOOa ibe NOP^-~ - 
.agency Box mess commualce* — 




gim support to the HOC. The 
GeneraTCsstmbty. the Mghtat 
court ol the Presbyterian Church 
has auted . that although * 
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cussed this article and tts poet- 
hie influence an those who read 
tt To give your le aders th e; 
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„^„ World Service, on 
agency. In a world 
thirds of the neeon 
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About ♦* war, 

- worlds poptiUu 
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/T^Churce O S. be aobU sbed to the 

' \. Al****** Standard nnfi 4Jctlcar s 

/ V. its entirety. V- * ';.:.- "."--. 

' Yours truly* v ♦** J ' 

HtrtyA.HaratCfaak'ofgcsatop 
South Aiken Freabyterton Church 
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AIKUV 8tANDAKI» AND BEVItW, llmwday April 80, 1904 

What QC Church Does LLfcte NCC 

fce t a wl trsse r ^P 4 . Member* of the Presbyteriaiflpr denominations, and U 

^"^" ^^^ staff havA aUhhaiI mmA an^tlM am nif^ W* 4k.l. ■.—- — 



"executive secretary of the Board 
of Church Extension, "Many 
things now being effectively done 
In our church were developed 
by other denominations and then 
shared with our representatives 
who hold membership in the 
NCCs Division of Home Mis* 
•km*, its Central Department of 
Evangelism, its ^Department of 
Missionary Education, and other 
program units." 

Christian education 
Dr. Marshall C. Dendy, execu- 
tive secretary of the Board of 
Christian Education, points out 
that the denomination's affilia- 
tion with the NCC provides edu- 
cational help and materials and 
'encourages our staff in ways 
we cannot find anywhere else." 
Staff members receive training 
through conferences, camps, and 
schools where they meet with 
leaders from other denomination 
aid study with some of the 
mo*t capable instructors In the 
field of Christian education in 
the nation. 
In this area, also. _ Pr esb: 

-exert 1 an" in 
"Xluence far beyond their num- 
erical strength in the nation as 
a whole. The impact of the 
Covenant Life Curriculum In the 
NCC has tn*cn tremendous, ac- 
cording to a Christian education 
leader from another denomina- 
tion. 

From the beginning, Presby- 
terian women have participated 
In the piliry-making group, the 
Board of Managers, and have 
served as members of each of 
the several department commit- 
tees of United Church Women, 
another NCC department. 

"Leaders in Women's Work in 
the Presbyterian Church US 
were instrumental in organizing 
the United Council of Church 
Women, which was one of the 
thirteen organizations that went 
together to form the NCC in 
1950/* says Miss Evelyn Green, 
executive secretary of the Board 
ef Women's Work. 

Mrs. Murdoch Macleod was a 
member of the Presbyterian 
Board of Women's Work when 
she accepted a call to be gen- 
eral director of the NCC's Unit- 
ed Church Women and still 
maintains her membership Id 
the Presbyterian Church US. 



Members of the Presbyte 

staff have planned and written 
materials for interdenominatlon* 
al occasions such as World Day 
of Prayer, sponsored by United 
Church Women and observed by 
thousands of Presbyterian wom- 
en along with other Christiana 
around the world. 

A recent study of the NCC 
by a commission of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church called 
attention to the diverse com- 
munions that work together In 
the National Council: "Many 
points of view must be consider- 
ed in the council's planning, and 
many traditions must be repre- 
sented as it does its work. In 
the nature of things. It is not 
a neat and tidy organization; it 
is a parts lar— ge part— of the 
visible Church of Christ as it 
exists today, bewildering in Its 
Changes are made constantly 
for better coordination of Its 
activities. Its officers soUdt 
the views and criticisms of the 
member churches as they con- 
tinue to reappraise structure, 
program, policle: 



denominations, and that such 
groups, by their very nature, 
must be free to consider all 
issues and draw their own con* 
elusions reached by study groups 
believe that, in the future, con- 
wiU appear more often as study 
and findings papers and less in 
the guise of authoilativetype pro 
nouncementa. 

In I960 the NCC came under 
widespread criticism because of 
charges of communism made in 
a U S Air Force manual, later 
withdrawn with apologies to the 
NCC. Since that time, charges 
of communism have been made* 
or insinuated by political extre" 
mists. The Episcopal report, qu 
ed above, declares, 'The me. 
bers of our study committee m 
with personnel of the Houf 
Committee on Un-American A* 
ivities and the F. B. L b 
were not able to discover ai 
fact or record that would si 
port such charges. We eu» 
elude they are false." 

Occasionally, literature produc 
.f^Utotwiho— NGC- comes "tbder 
fire in various places. But It is 



*?v** 









Some of the problems of the 
NCC have been inherent with 
its newness. Although widely 
divergent churches have been 
ab'e to subscribe to its philo- 
sophy and purpose, there have 
been "growing pains" as the 
churches learned from exper- 
ience what authority and funct- 
ions they could assume together. 

One of those growing pains 
has been administrative. Be- 
cause the departments and divi- 
sions have raised most of their 
own budgets and have been dl- 
reefed by departmental and div- 
ision committees rather tenuous- 
ly related to the General Board 
snd the General Assembly, they 
have been controlled hi only the 
most general way by those po- 
licy-setting representative bodies 
A recently adopted plan of re- 
organiation la expected to cor- 
rect this snarl. 

Another growing psin has been 
public relations problem ewaW VS?fV 
ed by various study groups whose' %Vi * 
conclusions have been seized net -• \ ' 
representative of the NCC, de- 1 * ** 
spite repeated official attempts 
to make clear that study grows 
held tinder NCC auspleA are 
composed of people sent by mam- 



repeatedly pointed out that m*nv 
ber denominations are not com- 
pelled to use the literature. As 
a matter of Ironic fact some 
of the books most roundly crib©. 
sed In the South have been 
written by Presbyterians US! 

Dr. Dendy, summarizing Pre- 
sbyterian participation in the 
NCC, said: "We are strengthen- 
ed by the consciousness of this 
fellowship with our brethren in 
Christ. ..We desire.. .to contribute 
our influence and services to the 
strenthening of the total work 
to which wt as a church are 
committed." 
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Your letter of May 15th has been received. 

With respect to your Inquiry, Information contained 
In the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance 
with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available for 
official use only. I regret I am unable to be of help in this Instance 
but trust you will understand the necessary reasons for this policy. 
It Is hoped that you will not infer either that we do or do not have 
data In our files relating to the National Council of Churches. 



Interest 




Enclosed is some literature I trust you will find of 



Sincerely yours, 
9. Edgar Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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4-17-62 Internal Security Statement 

4-1-61 LEB Introduction 

Faith in God — Our Answer to Communism 

Let's Fight Communism: Sanely I ■ 
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable In Bureau files. 
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Dear Mr. Hoover- 



Li- 
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We are having a hard struggle in the deep South with 
a strong anti-clerical feeling from the laymen. Much of the venom 
now is on the*tJational Council of Churches which they claim is full of 
Communism and teaching the youth of this country this philosophy. 

^ould you give me any kind of report from your 
department on The National Council of Churches. I certainly would 
be most grateful. 
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Sincerely yours in Christ, 
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Tour letter of May 13th has been received. 

With respect to your inquiries, information 
contained in the files of the FBI must be matotatoed as con- 
fidential to accordance with the regxlations of the Department 
of Justice and is available for official use only. I regret I am 
not able to be of help to this Instance but trust you will under- 
stand the necessary reasons for this policy. It is hoped that 
you will not infer either that we do or do not have data to our 
files relating to the National Council of Churches. 

Enclosed is a copy of the list of organizations 
which have been designated as subversive by the Department of 
JusUceVarsuant to Secutive Order 10450, along with other 
literature I trust will be of interest. 

Sincerely yours, 
9. Eflgar ftaflMF 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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May 13, 1964 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sirs: 

I am In the process of doing research on the subject of 
communist infiltration into the National Council of Churches, 



Could you please Inform me as to the present status of this 
organization in comparison to that of I960 when the Air Force 
Uanual warned that communists, their dupes and sympathizers 
had taken over its leadership. 

If there are any government publications that would help 
me in this research I would appreciate ktaowing of them. 

Also, do you have available a list of so-called communist 



/, 



"front organizations"? If so, may jl please have a copy 



Your candid answers to the abo 
appreciated* 
Thank you. 
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Your letter of May 13th has been received. "" 

With respect to your Inquiry, Information contained 
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance 
with regulations of the Department of Justice and Is available for 
official use only. I regret I am unable to be of help In this Instance 
but trust you will understand the necessary reasons for this policy. 
You may be assured, however, that this Bureau has not made a state- 
ment either In support of or against the National Council of Churches. 



Interest. 



Enclosed is some literature which I hope will be of 



Sincerely yours, 
j. Edgar Hoo«« 




John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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mr. J. Sdgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
9th Street at Pennsylvania Ave* 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover; 







I served as! ^_ ___-^^_^__^^^ 

to the TD4th General AssSfflBly or trie Presby- 
te rian uum 'ch in the United Stated, meeting at Kontreat, 
North Carolina, April 23-28, 1964. 

One of the actions taicen by this Assembly was to 
strongly support the continued membership of our denomi- 
nation in the National Council of Churches of Christ in 
the U.S.A. Since returning home from the Assembly I 
have received numerous comments from my fellow Presby- 
terians expressing their disapproval of our church's 
continued membership in an organization that had been 
denounced by the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

I will appreciate it very, much, sir, if you will 
tell me of your opinion of the 'National Council_pf_ 
Churche s and whether or not, as a result of an investi- 
gatlon by your department, that there is any basis to 
the charges that the Council is either communist in- 
fluenced or infiltrated with members, or ex-members of 
the Communist Party, or other organizations sympathetic 
to the Communist movement. 

This is a matter of serious concern to all Chris- 
tians, and one that I feel should be discussed discreet- 
ly by all of us and with especial care that the state- 
ments we make are well supoorted by fact. 
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Your letter of May 12th, with enclosure, has 
been received. "* 

With respect to your Inquiries, information contained 
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance 
with the regulations of the Department of Justice and is available for 
official use only. I regret I am unable to be of help in this instance 
but trust you will understand the necessary reasons for this policy. 
It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or do not have data 
in our files relating to the National Council of Churches. 

With regard to Dan Smoot, he was employed by the 
FBI as a Special Agent from March 23, 1942, until June 15, 1951, 
when he voluntarily resigned. His personal ventures and his opinions 
and comments are strictly his own and this Bureau is unable to comment 
on these in any way whatsoever. 

Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of interest. 



Sincerely y ours , 
&BtentltbbnQ 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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NOTE;. Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. His enclosure was a copy 



** ££rZZ=T S\« a Dan£m*>t RjjporL, DTP:jba (3) 

$ c "V^M\ n wwp teletype wnV:i ^j* - ' _ 



V t 



<:* 



# 



y 






TRUE COPY 




J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 



12 May 64 






. . I would appreciate information about the 

^'National Council of Churches. Do you consider it to be infiltrated 



C communists. 



documented. 



This Dan Smoot Report seems to be pretty well 
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What is your opinion of this particular Dan Smoot 
Report & The Dan Smoot Report generally. 

Thank you for any information that you can give me. 

Yours very truly, 
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THE 



Da ti imoot Report 

Vol. 10, No. 2- (Broadcast 438) January IS, 1964 Dallas, Texas 




DAN SMOOT 



NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 

In a speech at Grand Rapids, Michigan, on January 6, 1964, Senator Barry Goldwater, saying 
that a "mind fed by communism" produced the assassination of President Kennedy, declared: 

"To anyone who blames America for the tragedy which struck in Dallas, I say you libel our 
people and purposely misread our politics. It was not a mind nurtured by American philosophy 
that turned to violence .... 

"Mark this well — the day we permit anyone to equate protest with hate, we will set the 
stage for one-party tyranny and the end of open debate. To anyone who says that honest op- 
position breeds hatred, I say you lie — that you pervert the very basis of our government. ,,n> 

America urgently needs leadership which expresses such wholesome national pride and such 
simple, forthright accuracy in evaluating momentous events. Compare the tone of Goldwater's re- 
marks — in a fund-raising political speech — with that found in the pronouncements of America's 
"religious" leaders just a month before, when the National Council of the Churches of Christ in 
the U.S.A. met in its Sixth General Assembly at Philadelphia, December 1 to 7, 1963. 

Much of the speech-making at the Assembly was devoted to commentary on the assassination 
of President Kennedy. J. Irwin Miller, retiring President of the National Council, said: 

"And now in this last shocking week, like birds of ill-omen, all our fears, our unharnessed 
hates, our selfishness which we have tried to rename 'Liberty* — they have all come home in one 
dreadful act, and have forced us to our knees in shame . . . .""' 

In a formal "Message To The Churches," the Sixth General Assembly of the National Council 
of Churches said: 

"With the loss of our President we .... tee ... the disclosure of mounting hatreds in the 
nation which threaten our very structure as a democracy .... In recent days we have looked up- 
on the incredible horror of hate in our nation the full extent of which remains unknown .... 
Surely we are under the judgment of God." 1 " 



THE DAN SMOOT REPORT, a magazine published every week by The Dan Smoot Report, Inc., mailing 
address P. O. Box 9538, Lakewood Station, Dallas, Texas 75214; Telephone TAylor 1-2303 (office address 
6441 Gaston Avenue). Subscription rates: $10.00 a year, $6.00 for 6 months, $18.00 for two years. For first 
class mail $12.50 a year; by airmail (including APO and FPO) $14.50 a year. Reprints of specific tern] 
copy for 25f; 6 for $1.00; 50 for $5.50; 100 for $10.00 — each price for bulk mailing to one person. Add 
2% aales tax on all orders originating in Texas for Texas delivery. 



Copyright by Dan Smoot, 1964. Second class mail privilege authorized at Dallas, Texas. 

No reproductions permitted. 
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*:.. The Reverend Dr. Franklin K. Jttell (official 
/ of the National Council who ha^^communist- 
: front record) alleged that criticism of the Na- 
tional Council comes from " America's spiritual 
| underworld" and compared it with "attacks"" 
| x . which can be found in communist newspapers 
| : and in the "captive press under the Nazis." m ." 



^ The ^racial question** in Ac United States - 
l^was the principal topic of discussion and action 
|£ at the National Council's Sixth General Assem- - 
<3bly. The Assembly endorsed all provisions of the; 
^■proposed Gvil Rights Act of 1963, including 
ff specifically the controversial * public accommoda- :? 
f-tions" section. It demanded that Congress "take 
l^every step necessary" to pass the Bill. It urged all 
^ Christians" ll> - wi lit/ ciiti^or^ttlcgfaplrtlicir Tcj£7~ 
'-'fese?it?.t!ve5* asd it 5cnt busloads of Assembl** 
<}t delegates to call on U. S. Representatives in 
*| Washington and demand speedy voce on the 
^measure/" v : --■*-■ --. •■*.—■ ■- — -• ** * 

The National Council of Churches represents 
^church organizations whose total lay membership 
[Ms estimated at 40 million. The implication is that 
$40 million American Christians approve of lob- 
bying, on the part of their churches, for the Gvil 
^Rights BilL 1-1 The implication is false. TTie Na- 
tional Council of Churches utilizes the prestige of 
40 million American Christians and of their 
inches, but does not express their will. It ex- " 
tresses the will of officials who control the 
ational Council. Indeed, many activities of the 
are objectionable, if not repulsive, to die 
illions of Americans whose church donations 
elp support the Council. - - • ■•*■• | *>■«■• >y • 
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was losing pubia^upport. A change of name-^-"" 
but not of policy^leadership — was effected. In 
November, 1950, the Federal Council merged 
with 7 other church organizations'*' and formedL 
the National Council of Churches. The old Fed- .. 
eral Council leaders became the leaden of the^ 
National Council. The Federal* Council Bulletin 
"for December, 1950, officially~annbunced mat 
"All the work of the Federal G>undl vM~con?~; 
tinue under the new auspices. ,,,n ~ ' * "~ -•- s * ! **« 

. This "constituting convention" was held "in^ 
Cleveland, Ohio. Delegates of 28 church denom- _ 
inations took their whole church families into the" 
National Council. Thus, denominational diunh-"^ 31 
es with a total membership of something like -28__- 
million people became members of the National 
"Council ~cw~Churches"*by me arbitrary action ox a~ 



\ J- 



The question was never submitted to individual 
church congregations for approval or ratification. 
Today, the National Council represents the hier- 
archy of 33 cooperating Protestant and Eastern 
Orthodox denominations"' whose total lay mem- 
bership is estimated at 40 million. 
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The Council Created Itself 



5 The Federal Council of Churches was organ- 

I Sized in 1908. By the middle thirties, it was so 
Iheavily infiltrated with communists that the Office 
- fj>( Naval Intelligence branded it a subversive. 
? &roup. m -,.,,,... ........ . : • 

9 By 1950, pro-communist extremism in the 
VCouncil was so apparent that the organization 



The Repulsive 

" T r ' ' ' : -* • •■'••■'-:-: --- : - : " 
An 1957, the department of racial and cultural 
relations of the National Council of Churches 
published a 40-page pamphlet entitled "The Ne- 
gro American — A Reading List" It was a recom- 
mended reading list of 240 books for church 
people — both children and adults. 

On Aprii 20, I960, United States Representa- 
tive Donald L. Jackson (Republican, California) 
discussed the National Council's -reading list in 
a speech to the House. Some books on the list 
contain passages so filthy that Mr. Jackson, in def- 
erence to good taste, refused to put sample pass- 
ages into the Congressional Record. He told of a 
California housewife who, trying to alert timer 
adults, quoted passages from some of the .books, 
but was told by Postal officials that the material 
was too obscene to mail. Mr. Jackson did, how- 
ever, discuss a few of the authors: . 
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* (1) One of Victor Perlo's books is on the Na- 
tional Council's reading list. The book was pub- 
lished in 1953 by International Publishers, major 
communist book-publishing firm in the United 
States. Victor Perlo, a communist, was at one 
time head of a Soviet espionage group inside the 
U. S. Government.' 1 "' 

(2) One of Herbert Aptheker's books is on 
the National Council's list of recommended books 
for church people. Aptheker is one of the chief 
theoreticians of the communist party in the 
United States."" 1 

(3) The late W. E. B. Du Bois was for many 
years the leading negro communist in the United 
States, a hero of international communism. A 
few years before his death, Du Bois told an audi- 

_cnce of Chinese communists, in Peking, that the 
United States is an enemy of Africa, saying, "Be- 
ware, Africa, America bargains for your soul." 
He urged Africans to "arise" and join the Soviet 
bloc. Commenting upon the trial of Julius and 
Ethel Rosenberg (Soviet spies), Du Bois said of 
the American people: 

"We are the murderers hurling mud. We are 
the witchhunters drinking blood." 1 ,tt * 

In a poem praising communist China, Du Bois 
wrote these lines: 

"Down then, religion and church . . . away 
myth and miracle, creed and dogma. Rejoice, 
honesty, God lives again! But not your God, 
Europe and America! Not that, not that; No 
Christ to kill, no faith to fan. What China 
worships is a man. A workingman." 

One of W. E. B. Du Bois f books is on the Na- 
tional Council of Churches' list of "best" books 
"safe to recommend for children." 

(4) Shirley Graham, wife of the late W. E. B. 
Du Bois, was also a leading American communist. 
The National Council of Churches' reading list 
recommends six of her books."" 

(5) Gene Weltfish, who has an extensive com- 
munist front record, was dismissed from Colum- 
bia University in 1953 after she had accused the 
United States of waging germ warfare in Korea. 
The late Ruth Benedict also had an extensive 
communist record. A book by Weltfish and Bene- 
dict is on the National Council of Churches* 
recommended reading list.""* 

(6) Gunnar Myrdal is a Swedish socialist. His 
son is an official of the communist party in 
Sweden. Myrdal's book, An American Dilemma, 



criticizes the United States Constitution as **im- 

J Tactical and ill-suited for modern conditions.* 9 
t accuses the Founding Fathers of intrigue 
which made the "Constitutional Convention . . . 
nearly a plot against the common people." An 
American Dilemma is on the National Council 
of Churches' recommended reading list for Amer- 
ican church people/ ,#> 

(7) E. Franklin Frazier, a writer for commu- 
nist publications who has been associated with 
dozens of communist fronts, has two books on 
the National Council of Churches* reading list. 
One of the two books- The Negro In The United 
States— has been favorably reviewed in at least 
two communist party newspapers, the Daily 
Worker and the People's World."** 

(8) Alan Lomax has been associated with 15 
or more communist fronts and has been active 
as an entertainer at communist meetings. A book 
by Alan and John Lomax is on the National 
Council of Churches' reading list. (, *> 

(9) Benjamin A. Botkin, who has been associ- 
ated with 15 communist fronts, has one book on 
the National Council's reading list, 11 *' 

(10) Langston Hughes, for years a leading 
communist,"" who wrote the blasphemous poem 
"Goodbye Christ,** has 9 books on the National 
Council's reading list."" 

W illiam Graham Cole wrote a pamphlet en- 
titled Called To Responsible Freedom: The 
Meaning of Sex In The Christian Life. The Of- 
fice of Publication and Distribution of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches (475 Riverside Drive, 
New York 27, New York) published the pam- 
phlet in 1961 for The United Christian Youth 
Movement. 

There are words in this National Council 
of Churches pamphlet which I will not, in re- 
spect to the good taste of my readers, repeat in my 
Report; but I have extracted enough to reveal not 
only a preoccupation with erotica, but a falsifica- 
tion of the meaning of Scriptures. The pamphlet 
is written as a dialogue between the author -and 
a teenager, in a style and language which the au- 
thor, apparently, considers suitable for American 
youth. 

Here is some of the author's counsel to the im- 
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aginary teenager about sex and Worn and the 
Word of God: 

"We are asking you co take a look at what 
the Bible has to say about this whole problem 
. . . . You may be surprised to discover how much 
sense this dusty old book makes. For instance, I 
am sure you think the Bible takes a dim view of 
sex in general — all that jazz about *Thou shah 
not' and anybody who even thinks about sex is 
already guilty. The fact is, however, that the 
Bible as a whole is not only strongly in favor of 
sex, but also surprisingly frank about it ... . 
There is no suggestion anywhere that anyone 
should be celibate .... 

"Jesus had his greatest difficulty with a group 
of characters known as Pharisees .... If they 
were around today (and some of them are!), they 
would have your relationships with the opposite 
sex regulated totally. Holding hands in the back 
seat of a theatre would be permitted as would a 
chaste good night kiss at the door, providing only 
the lips met without further bodily contact. You 
could neck in a parked car for six minutes and 
thirty seconds, but no longer, and there would 
be carefully detailed rules about what you could 
and could not do ... . 

ii* "Well, both Jesus and the Apostle Paul were 
^seeking to set men free from this sort of legalistic 
'^bondage .... 
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, V £ "You're being pulled in two directions today. 
£|One group says to you, 'Be free!* No rules, no 
^ holds barred, anything goes. On the other side, 
'"rigyou are told, *Be responsible! 9 Live according 
^w the rules of society, the dictates of your par* 
ems, and the faith of your church. Now 'the 
^Christian life* occupies a point in no-man's land 
^between these two opposing camps. It says a 
3*4 yes and a no to both sides. For the Christian there 
^are no Jaws, no rules, no regulations . . . . But 
Sethis does not mean that the Christian is irre- 
sponsible, selfish, and capricious. He must al- 
Ij^ways be concerned about the effect of his actions 
/Von those around him .... 

?j "Do you think there are definite rules govern* 
i§-ftg your behaviour on a date? If so, then you 
f^ran stop right here. You have no problem. You 
^Iknow all the answers .... But if you are just 
5|js little bit unsure . . . then we can continue our 
liscusston .... 

The trouble with most of society's codes of 
||f«xual morality is that they are almost entirely 
Concerned with the group, forgetting about the 
\ >ieeds and the problems of the individual .... 

^ "Officially, Western civilization has for some 



time now ban t^ all sexual activity . . . before 
. ' marriage and decreed that monogamous fidelity 
until death shall be the standard governing all 
men. It has tried to block irresponsible sexual 
activity by building up walls of guilt and shame 
and anxiety about the whole business, seeking 
to frighten the young into conformity with the 
rules. The net effect has been to make people 
feel that sex is 'dirty,' unclean, shameful - som* 
• thing nice people never discuss and seldom do 
except in strictest privacy and then primarily for 
purposes of parenthood. 

"It is against this shadow of silence and shame 
that many a modern has revolted .... This re- 
volt is, of course, correct. Sex is a God-given fact 
of nature .... 

"Our culture declares that all sexual activity 
within marriage is legal, proper, and good, 
while any such activity outside marriage is illicit, 
sinful, and wrong. This is to ignore the personal 
dimension of life .... You and I know perfectly 
well that there are many marriages that are 
simply matters of convenience, that such sex as 
goes on within in them is selfish, exploitative, 
and evil. We know further that there is sexual 
contact between unmarried couples that is moti- 
vated by love and which is pure and on occasions 
beautiful .... 

"The real essence of immorality, from the 
biblical standpoint, is for one human being to 
treat another as a thing and not as a person .... 

"The crucial Question to be asked about any 
sexual contact — from holding hands to complete 
intercourse — is not so much what is done as what 
is meant. A relatively mild necking session can 
mean a crude and selfish abuse of a person as a 
mere object while a more intense type of petting 
can mean that two human beings are expressing 
a genuine and deep love for each other. This » 
why the attempt to set up elaborate rules govern- 
ing dating behaviour is so silly. Is it all right to 
hold hands but wrong to pet? Society seems to 
say so, but then society has only its external con- 
cern. It cares little or nothing for any motiva- 
tion, only for results .... But as Christians we 
are very much concerned with inner motiva- 
tion .... 

"In the personal, individual sense, then, what 
justifies and sanctifies sexuality is not the ex- 
ternal marital status of the people before the law 
but rather what they feel toward each other in 
their hearts. Measured in such a way, holding 
hands can be very wrong indeed while intimate 
sex-play can be right and good. ... -^ m . 
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• "Christian freedom .... involvVT inner trans- 
formation, a free acceptance of the law of love 
.... When you live by that law, there is no 
bondage and no struggle but spontaneous self-ful- 
fillment . . . . You are not bound by detailed rules 
of behaviour, telling you it is 'all right 9 to go so 
far in expressing affection for a member of the 
opposite sex and all wrong 4o go farther. No one 
outside yourself can tell you that — not really. 
That is a decision you must malce for yourself 
in each concrete situation. With one person it 
may be wrong to do an) thing at all because it 
would be false and cheap, while with another 
y'ou may find yourself entering into a gradually 
deepening intimacy in which you discover your* 
self ....;; • ■•-• ' r '• '; . 

'You have got to make up your own mind* in 

-the best light xttyxyarwra conscience; ^at jt#u* 

own standards of conduct are going to be, and 

then do your best to live up to them* No one else 

can tell you. And face it, you may be wrong .... 

"The Christian faith is based en forgiveness, sc 
this is not our real problem . . . . the Epistle to 
the Hebrews would have us continue to run the 
race, looking to Jesus the author and perfector 
of our faith, rather than look back in remorse 
over the times that we stumble ....«** 



'Pfc 



*"i 



The Objectionable^ 

X here is probably no activity of the National 
Council of Churches more objectionable to most 
Americans dun the Council's debunking of 
American patriotism and its relentless propaganda 
for a one-world socialist super-state which would 
eliminate not only the independence of our Re- 
public but our identity as a nation. 

Years before the Council adopted its present 
name, it was clearly on record as an advocate of 
reducing America to the status of a province in a 
socialist one-world. - .-.:—; -_ — - 

Ota March 16, 1942 9 Time magazine reported 
fee highlights of a report adopted by 375 dele- 
gates of the Federal Council of Churches attend- 
ing a National Study Conference held that month 
at Ohio Wesleyan University. The report, sub- ; 
mitted by die Commission to Study the Bases of 
a Just and Durable Peace, called for: 



"Ultimately, *WPorld government of delegated 
powers.* Complete abandonment of U. S. isola- 
tionism. Strong immediate limitations on na- 
tional sovereignty. International control of aU 
armies & navies. A universal system of money 
.... . • . Worldwide freedom of* immigration. Pro* 
gressive elimination of all tariff and quota .re- 
strictions on world trade ... . A 'democratically 
controlled 9 international bank 'to make develop- 
ment capital available in all parts of the world 
without the predatory and imperialistic after- 
math so characteristic of large-scale private and 
governmental loans.^^^-••| H ^.;;^ 1 *l^*^;J^^: 

J- The conference condudedt: ^f?^^^^ 

"Many duties now performed by local ami 
national governments 'can now be effectively" 
—carried -rot -only -fey wterRatwnal kusLcaltj . * ' In* 
dividual nations . . . must give up their. armed, 
forces 'except tor preservation of domestic ordef 
and allow the world to be policed by an imer% 
national army & navy ^ JU V :-~-Zt7r~ 



"The ultimate goal: 'a duly constituted world 
government of delegated powers: an international 
legislative body, an international court with ade- 
quate jurisdiction, international administrative 
bodies with necessary powers, and adequate in- 
ternational police forces and provision for"*< 
forcing its worldwide economic authority/ m ' 
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L hree years later — 1945 — the Federal Goun- 
ril of Churches^ was one of 42 national non-gov- 
ernmental organizations invited to send delegates 
to the international conference, at San Francisco, 
which founded the United Nations.'"' Support 
for the United Nations, and for efforts to 
"strengthen" and expand U N functions, - has 
been a major policy goal of the National Council 
of Churches since the Council was formed/"'. The 
UN represents a step toward a one-world socialist 
super-state, which is a primary goal of the Coun- 
cil (just as it is the primary -goal 4>f the interna- 
tional communist conspiracy).-^ ~ -.-r-r. 
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The United Nations is a godless organization 
in which no Christian would ever be permitted 
to testify officially to the saving grace of Jesus 
Christ; in which no Jew would be permitted to 
expound die principles of his own religious faith. 
The governmental principles expressed -In ih^ 
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United Nations Charter are alien, and sharply 
inimical, to the governmental principles expressed 
in the American Constitution and Bill of Rights. 
Yet, large numbers of American Christians and 
Jews — and Americans of other faiths or of no 
faith — believe that the UN is a noble organiza- . 
tion deserving praise and militant support. Re- 
sponsibility for this wide-spread ignorance can be 
attributed in large measure to propaganda of the 
National Council of Churches (together with that 
of other "religious" organizations, Jewish and 
Catholic, which cooperate with the Council's 
political ecumenism). 

National Council officials realize that mass sup- 
port for world government can never be created 
in the United States until Americans abandon 
their national pride. Hence, debunking patrio- 
tism — subtly inculcating the notion that love of 
one's own country is somehow evil — is an insist- 
ent refrain in the National Council's pronounce- 
ments. This fact can be seen in speeches of Coun- 
cil officials at the December, 1963, meeting of the 
Sixth General Assembly. America is a land of 
hate, violence, and bigotry, whose people have 
shown insufficient concern for the rest of the 
world: this is a theme which can be found in 
major speeches to the Sixth General Assembly of 
the National Council of Churches. 

(christians generally feel that their faith lays 
upon them a responsibility to share their material 
blessings — to give aid to others in need; but giv- 
ing is an individual responsibility, which must be 
discharged voluntarily. The decision to give 
(when, how much, and to whom) must be made 
by the individual, prayerfully and in response 
to his own conscience. When the federal gov- 
ernment confiscates the earnings of people for 
"giving*' to someone else (at home or abroad) 
it not only violates the Constitution, but also robs 
individuals of the means of giving in response to 
conscience. 

All of this should be obvious; but die Nation- 
al Council of Churches distorts the obvious. The 
Council supports every totalitarian welfare-state 
and foreign aid program, with the spurious argu- 
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ment that "we" as a nation have a Christian re- 
sponsibility to help others less opulent. Some of 
the Council's most ludicrous misrepresentations 
of Scriptures are in its arguments for foreign aid. 
Note this passage from "The Message To The 
Churches" adopted by the Sixth General Assem- 
bly of the National Council: 

**As churches, we must actively support the 
United Nations and adequate aid for developing 
nations .... bearing in mind our Christian in- 
junction to feed our enemies as well as our 
friends and neighbors." 

Robbing Americans of the fruits of labor for 
aid to godless dictators abroad is a Christian com- 
mandment? 



What To Do 

The National Council of Churches is a pow- 
erful political and legislative lobby for socialism, 
hiding behind the facade of a Christian name. As 
a "religious" organization, it enjoys tax-exemp- 
tion, which means, among other things, that con- 
tributions to the Council are tax deductible. 

On page 7 of Instructions for Preparing Your 
Federal Income Tax Return Form 1040 for 1963, 
the Internal Revenue Service says that gifts to a 
religious or any other organization are not deduct- 
ible for federal income tax purposes if the organ- 
ization "conducts propaganda or otherwise at- 
tempts to influence legislation." Was the Nation- 
al Council not attempting to influence legislation 
in sending busloads of people to Washington to 
lobby for the Civil Rights Bill, and in urging all 
church people to lobby for it? If die Internal Rev- 
enue Service would apply, to the National Coun- 
cil of Churches, this rule which it enforces upon 
tax-paying citizens and other organizations, the 
National Council of Churches would die from 
want of revenue. The organization is not legally 
entitled to its tax-exempt status. 

The people, through Congress, could compel 
the IRS to require National Council compliance 
with the Revenue Code; but it is unlikely that this 
will ever be done. . *,.-• 
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In a Resolution adopted .wts Sixth General 
Assembly, the National G*Bil of Churches 
urged ill churches (in their corporate invest- 
ments as well as in their purchasing and contract- 
ing) to institute an economic boycott against all 
business firms whose employment practices are 
not pleasing to officials of the National Council.' 1 " 

Church members could use this same weapon 
of economic boycott. If your church supports the 
National Council, a portion of everything you 
give to your church goes to the Council. If all 
Church members who do not agree with policies 
of the National Council of Churches stopped 
their church giving until their churches with- 
drew from the Council, the National Council of 
Churches would probably die very soon, from 
lack of support. This can be done. In a small way, 
it has already been started. 

You who want to help should make maximum 
effort to get copies of this Report, and similar 
material, into the hands of church people through- 
out the United States. 



FOOTNOTES 

(1) AP dispatch from Grand Rapids, Mich.. The DsiUs Morning 
News, January 7. 1964. Section 1, p. 1 

(2) Press Release C69 GA, National Council of Churches. De- 
cember 7, 196}. 4 pp. 
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cember 6, 1963, 8 pp. 

(3) Press Release G70 GA. National Council of Churches. De- 
cember 7, 1963. 2 pp. 

(6) For detailed discussion of the. Civil Rights Bill, see this Re- 
port, "Civil Rights Act of 1963." July i, 1963 

(7) Remarks of U.S. Representative Clare £. Hoffman (R.. Mich). 
Congressional RecorJ (daily). March 3. I960, p. 3993-4 

(8) The Encyclopedia America**, 1961 Edition. Volume XIX. 
p. 729 

(9) The Triennial Report, I960, ot the National Council of 
Churches lists the following 33 "Member Communions," on 
page 261: 

1) African Methodist Episcopal Church 

2) African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church ._ __. . 

3) American Baptist Convention 

4) American Evangelical Lutheran Church . 

3) Armenian Church of Amenta Diocese (including Dhhi-mt 
of California) 

6) Augustana Evangelical Lutheran Church 

7) Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ) 

8) Christian Methodist Episcopal Church 

9) Church of the Brethren 

10) The Evangelical United Brethren Church 

11) Five Years Meeting of Friends 

12) Greek Archdiocese of North and South America 

13) Hungarian Reformed Church in America 

14) The Methodist Church 

13) The Moravian Church in America 
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WHO IS DAN SMOOT? 

Born in Missouri, reared in Texas, Dan Smoot went to SMU in Dallas, getting BA and MA degrees in 1938 and 
1940. In 1941, he joined the faculty at Harvard as a Teaching Fellow in English, doing graduate work for a doctorate 
in American Civilization. 

In 1942, he left Harvard and joined the FBI. As an FBI Agent, he worked for three and a half vears on communist 
investigations in the industrial Midwest; two years on FBI headquarters staff in Washington; and almost four years 
on general FBI cases in various parts of the nation. 
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In 1951, Smoot resigned from the FBI and helped start Facts Forum. On Facts Forum radio and television pro- 
grams, Smoot spoke to a national audience, giving both sides of controversial issues. 

In July, 1955, he resigned and started his present independent publishing and broadcasting business — a free- 
enterpriie operation financed entirely by profits from sales: sales of The Dsn Smoot Report, a weekly «•£»'»«• 
and sales of a weekly news-analysis broadcast, to business firms, for use on radio and television as an advertising ve- 
hicle. The Report and the broadcast give only one side in presenting documented truth about important usues - mt 
side that uses the American Constitution as a yardstick. The Report is available by subscription; and the broadcasts 
are available for commercial sponsorship, anywhere in the United States. 

If you think Dan Smoot is providing effective tools for Americans fighting socialism and communism, you can 
help immensely — by helping him get more customers for his Report and broadcasts. 
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16) Nation*'* Baptist Cunvcntion v. Anient* ^ 

17) N«ti«u] Baptirt CooveotioiL U-SA, Inc.:; . 

. U) FtuUddphi* Yetrly Meetii* of the Religious Society 

of FfioMb 

If) fetish National Catholic Church of America . _ .*_.« 
" -JO) ftnhyteriafi'Owrch in the United States irrrrl*"— Tiir- 
^ Jl) Protestant Episcopal Chord* -; ^^ZZZ* '^T?^Z1!LZZ — 

22) Reformed Church in America 
-■■■ 25) Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of America - — / - 1 - — • 
^ 24) Russian Orthodox Greek Catholic Church of America _._ 

25) Serbian Eastern Orthodox Church r . - 

x. 2 6) Sctath Day Baptist General Conference " " ~ ; , ~ ~"« 

27) Syrian Antiochian Orthodox Chords * r " ~" ^ * 

28) Syrian (Orthodox) Church of Anboch .."---.: 

.29) Ukrainian Orthodox Church of America J * 
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.-.* . 32) United Presbyterian Church in the U5JL^ ^j.^^. ^ 
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" (10) Remarks of U. S. Representative Donald L )ackaoo (R,7 
Calif.), Compenloud Record (daily). April 20. I960, pp. 
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(15) Report to the President on the Results of the Sou Premeiu* 
Cowferewee, Department of State Publication 2549, Jooe*2&- 
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'"* THE DAN SMOOT TELEVISION BROADCASTS ARE PRODUCED ON_ 
FILM HENCE, WE HAVE \6 MM SOUND FILM RECORDINGS COVEiJNG ^ 
ALL SUBJECTS DISCUSSED IN THIS REPORT. THE FILM IS NOW f 
AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC. WRITE FOR FREE FILM CATALOGUE.- 
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Washington officialdom uses your taxes for programs that are creating vast cesspools of waste and corruption . 
— and dragging our Republic into the quicksands of socialism. What can you do about it? - . 

Yon can help educate and arouse the people who elect men responsible for harmful programs of gwernmenc 
When «ough other Americans know an/ore as you do, political action to restore our Republic wdl come. 

If The Dan Smoot Report was instrumental in bringing you totbe point of asking «h«)ww ffiJ^S ' 
.Ting the country from mushrooming big government, Sere is a checklist for you: »" J">"«*J**£^» 
•ubacfibe to the teport? Have you sent tnem reprints of a particular issue of the *'P°"']**vt J™ ,b ^™f? * . 
SanSmoot film? Have you ever suggested a Bound Volume of Tbe Don Smoot *<portU* use bf *£**£ - 
^ttrsTatudeots, writer* Have you read and passed on to others any of the Dan Smoot books- Tbe Imvutble 
Government, The Hope Of Tbe World, Americas Promt*? .......*. 
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1962 Bound Vcdti 
4963 Bound Vole 
Tbo ImoitibU Government 



Tko Hop* Of The World 
Amrrire* s P r o mise _ ^ r ; 
Kim Catalogue ".- 

Reprint list ■ 



6 months— $ 6.00 

1 year —$10.00 

—$10.00 
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—$2X0 
— $ JO 
— Free 
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FROM 



SUBJECT: 



Mr. Mohr 

C. D. DeLoach 



DATE: 



May 13, 1964 





May 13, 1964. 



'called and spoke to Kemper in my office on 



He stated that Dr. ChartesVPolling was going Jo speak in Orlando tomor- 

Irow night and that he has given out brochures stating that the National Council of 
Churches are the "apostles of deceit and subversion." 

[said that this has split the community and caused a 

great deal of dissent among the "fine" people of Orlando and that they plan to publish 
the Director's Introduction to the Law Enforcement Bulletin dated April 1, 1961, 

Iin the Orlando papers tomorrow. (Copy of this Introduction is attached and it is the 
one which warns against vigilantism and spreading of rumors and gossip without 
having the facts. ) 



1 advertisement 
indicated. 
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I wanted to know if they could add a statement to the 
lad approved the use of this Introduction for the purposes 

Kemper advised thel |that the Introduction was in the 

public domain and he certainly was Ireetouseit^ Kemper pointed out that the 
Director's statement speaks for itself and that in view of our position as a law enforce 
ment agency that we could not be mterjectedJnto^^trictlylocal situation by the added 
endorsement that he desired to make. The| ^aid he completely under- 

I stood and added that the situation has become intolerable in the area and he is faced 
with the situation of churches and groups bejp#feplit asunder. He stated he would not 
use the added endorsement. - - * J - 

RECOMMENDATION: ^^ 
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Enclosure' t*^ fif(/ 
1 - Mr. Sullivan u 
1 - Mr. Jones 
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^fetitrlk fiate* Brpnrtmrnt of Btirt 
9*2>eral Bureau of Itttrcatisattott 
Soslf tti0ton 25, B. 6. 

AprU 1, 1961 



TO ALL LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS: 

America, historically an impregnable fortress against 
tyranny, is engaged in a mortal struggle with world communism. It is 
time for both citizens and governmental authorities to confront this threat 
in a calm, realistic, rational, law-abiding manner. 

The ingredients for communist coups in nations which have 
fallen under its spell always include a populace shaken with fear, hysteria, 
and confusion. Above all, however, is the danger of irresponsible 
counteraction by citizens who lend impetus to communism through inept 
attempts to fight this insidious menace. 

The leaders of worldwide communism proclaim that even 
America can succumb to the "rules of revolution" conceived by Karl Man 
and galvanized into the first successful communist revolution by V. I. Lenin. 

Lenin said, "The more powerful enemy can be conquered 
i>*i only by exerting the utmost effort, and by necessarily , thoroughly, carefully, 

$$ attentively and skillfully taking advantage of every, even the smallest, 

;r ;j 'rift' among the enemies. ..." 

.j^| There exists today in our land a vital "rift" which the commu- 

j£J nistfl are exploiting. Unfortunately, this involves certain people across the 

<v] country who engage in reckless charges against one another. The label of 

"communist" is too often indiscriminately attached to those whose views 
differ from the majority. Those whose lives are not led according to what 
one segment of society might decree to be the 'toorm" are too frequently 
challenged as "Reds." 



Attributing every adversity to communism is not only 
irrational, but contributes to hysteria and fosters groundless fears. Commu- 
.f 3 nism is, indeed, our paramount adversary, and it leans on its credo of 

' ^| invincibility and a concept of historical inevitability to accomplish its ends. 

The way to fight it is to study it, understand it, and discover what can be 
done about it. This cannot be achieved by dawdling at the spring of knowledge; 
it can only be accomplished by dipping deeply into thoughtful, reliable, and 
authoritative sources of information. 

¥$ The Job of curtailing and containing communism is one for 

¥?$ legally constituted authorities with the steadfast cooperation of every loyal 

citizen. This is neither the time for inaction nor vigilante action. We must 
unite as a people, we must understand our basic American heritage under 
law, and we must face the communist menace with deliberation, quiet courage, 
and knowledge. These are the qualities which communism shrinks from— 
these are the qualities against which communism can never succeed. 



Very truly yours, 



-«? Nphn EdgAjHoover ;^ \ f- ' " ' 

£; Director /• * . . •■ 

(R.printw) from ttw FBLLw BnfcffttU'irtTfollttln. April, 1961) 
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I have received your letter of May 13th and I 
want to thank you for your expressions of confidence in my 
administration of the FBI. It is hoped our future endeavors 
will continue to merit your support and approval. 

With respect to your inquiries, information contained 
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance 
with the regulations of the Department of Justice and is available for 
official use only. I regret I am unable to be of help in this instance 
but trust you will understand the necessary reasons for this policy. 
It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or do not have data in 
our files routing to the National Council of Churches and the matters 
you mentioned. 

Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of interest. 

Sincerely yours, 




Enclosures (4) 

Let's Fight Communism Sanely! 

4/1/61 LEB Introduction 

4/17/62lInternal Security Statement 

Faith in God- -Our 'Answer to Communism 

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
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I-.r. J. Edj/ir Hoover, Director 
p ntlerp.l Pur«»ou of Investigation 

■'•.sMn^ton, D.C. 
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Te^r **r. Koo*'f»rt 

I .'in wondering if jou v?ould *v»rsoni;lly helj- ne to j_.ot out of the 
coK^Bftd st::le in which my m:iid nor rost nbout the criticirn of 
the "otiopa} Council of Churchoe snd it* eotivlties to encourage 
Communist and Commun? st front movements in our Country. I am a 
itethodist and the Itethodist Churoh holps to support the National 
Council of Churches. I pn very gravely oonoorned about th? s and 
about the accusations against tho !Ip.tional Council by i;r. Dan 
Snoot and by Dr. Filly J-jnes HargiF of the Christian Crus^do 
;.\ovenrtnt from Tulsa, Oklahor.fe. 

It !rs been reported *hot the National Council of Churches, **Mch 
was thon tho Federal Counoil of Churches, was cited by the Navy 
Intelligence Department as being a subversive organization during 
World liar II. And then I heard from one of my church leaders or 
r-thor my Minister ti.pt this indictment r/as withdrawn by th* Navy 
Intelligence Department. It is ny understanding that the Rational 
Council of Churches reooi;riends a reading list of books that con- 
tains some 240 books, rainy of which are by Conriunist authors and 
un r it for reading by any Christian, let alon« our youth. Is this 
true and do you hive a list of those books? Would you n lea so under- 
line the ones by Communist authors *nd send me o copy of this list. 
It v/ould bo o great help. 

I have also heard thrt the National Council of Churches Is now 
sponsoring an exhibit at the World's Fair in New York ir wit i oh 
they show a movio dcpiati^ag^i 








Jesus Christmas a down. Is this true? . . 
ay churoh and liope to nolp prooote it 



} . 






I am vholehosrtedly behind my churoh and Hope to Tiolp promote 
to a greater organizntion for the good of humanity, but you oan 
see thrt I am quite oonfused fro*n the many reports thpt I have 
gotten. A very frank an3rror to the questions which I am ««Wn^ 
. *nd any further information you mi^ht have regaTtrntg ^Fe TfaHTional 
; .^Council of Churches and its aid to Communist and CpRiui^aft ^ont 
f\ organizations would be greatly appreciated. 2 '• ,,, ' , " 
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Mr, J. Edgar HooveiJK Pago ? mTj 13, 

I 1 Mve more confidence in you to give bk» *>e true facts on these 
I questions than anyone I orn think of because I know you sit in 
I a neutral position and have the recpect of tho entire United States 
' population, unless it If the Conmunist* 

I thank you very much for your assistance in this matter and please 
pardon me bothering a man that as busy as you to answer questions 
for me, but! must get this confused stnts of mind straightened 
out. Fany thanks in advanoe for your help. 





.*•'. 



Cordially yours. 
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Your letter of May 7th has been received. 

With respect to your Inquiry, information contained 
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance 
with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available for official 
use only. I regret I am unable to be of help In this Instance but trust you 
will understand the necessary reasons for this policy. It Is hoped you 
will not infer either that we do or do not have data in our files relating 
to the National Council of Churches. 

Enclosed is some literature I hope will be of Interest. 

Sincerely yours. 





a. 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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"Faith In God— Our Answer To Communism" 
LEB Intro 4-1-61 
Internal Security 4-17-62 
Let's Fight Communism Sanely 

NOTE: Cor&fej}pndent Is not Identifiable In Buflles. 
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I'Tr'-rrl ?;ur"^u rj' Ir vorti ; lien 

Dear Kr. lloovnr: 

Tl r officii] beard ci our chur-"] ir vcr\ ^irturh^d 

c 

rv^i cn.-'-vrt rn.Tni-rrr ^rtic] r rrnnorrin- t:^ : 1 :> r^ 1 * 
Council o f Chur chec, 

Ti^e Social Concerns Co™ni?ticr of cur cl.urcl ir 
<:pn<:urtin^ p. rturiy of H.Jr ccuncil. T l ? r co-ifMcn wcultf 
3.j!-f if ] no' 5f thrre is u^y covmunict inf j ltjwi j * n iric 
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Tour communication of May 8th, with enclosure, 
has been received. 

Q In response to your request for data regarding 

the JSallonal_CtoWjc41.eti3iur^es, I am unable to furnish any 
comment Inasmuch as Information contained In the files of 
the FBI Is confidential and available only for official use. 
pursuant to regulations of the Department of Justice. I know 
you will understand my inability to be of aid. 

I am enclosing some material on the subject of 
communism, Including my remarks before the House Sub- 
committee on Appropriations on January 20, 1964. There Is 5= 
no charge for this data; therefore, the check you enclosed Is "* 
being returned. K 



Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar TTocftSr 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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wasa check for $1 which was returned to him. 
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J. Ediger Hoover, F.B.I. 
Washington, D. C. 




6-7- 64. 



Dear Sir: 
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Our T.V. Station, Channel 53, Fresno, Reported 
this eve about your book of 1964, on Communism. He did not 
mention any price, So I will just inclose $1.00 Check now & if 
it is more, I will mail it to you. I would like to have some 
pamphlet . or so on the N. C. C. I learned to know iffally that is 
all left-wing stuff, and it is just to bad that we have to mess with 
that Literature in our Churches. I am a S.S. School Teacher & use 
only the King James Version, etc. like the S.S. Times. So it 
causes confusion in the classes etc I still remember what that 
Kruscheff said if he could win the Churches in the U.S.A. there 

? — 



would not be a shot fired. Cant we see it 
we can about it. I am trying my best. 
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Your letter of R'ay 5th has been received. 

With respect to your inquiry, information contained 
In the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in 
accordance vath regulations of the Department of Justice and is & - 
available for official use only. I regret I am unable to be of Lei? "* 
in this instance but trust you will understand the necessary reasons "- 
for this policy. It is hoped you' will not infer either that we :*o or 
do not have data in our files relating to the V/orld Council of Churches 
or the National Council of Churches. ^L 

Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of interest 

Sincerely yours, 



MAILE020 
i ^ 1964 



' — * Join Ed^ar Eoover 

Director 
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Let's light Communism Sanely 1 

4-1-61 LEB Intro 

4-17-62 Internal Security Statement 

''Faith in G^d- -Our Answer to Communism" 
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— NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in*Bufiles. 
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May 5, 1964 




Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I should like to have as much information as 
is permissible for your office to issue on the 
activities of the World andTiali^naljCouncilof 
Churches. 

I hope you will see fit to do me this favor. 

Sincerely yours, 
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h , ' May 13, 1964 
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;;; I have received your letter of May 8th, with enclo- 

§:| sure, and I want to thank you Zor your interest in my book, 

§S "Ma* Lcrs of Deceit " 

ilj With respect to your inquiry, information con- 

&> taini- x the files of the FSI must be maintained as cor.fiden- 

^ tial :.: accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice 

J! and ~ available for official use only. I regret I am ui^ble to 

f% be oi help in this instance but trust you will understand tee 

necessary reasons for this policy. It is hoped you will not 
infer either that we do or do not have data in our files relating 
to tie organizations you mentioned. 

Enclosed is i.cme literature I trust will be of 
interest, along with the staisL.i-d, self-addressed envelope 
ff you .»o thoughtfully for warded. 



Sincerely yours, 



MAILED 20 (y 






n< '(;;/' ILBterttoowr 



<*?rf 



/ r" ***"'• waver 

Ls John Edgar Hoover 



H » — ii.' I / Director 



&™!Z. En . osures (5) I }. S ™ W i- 

*'?!?- — 8 — Lee * Fight Communism Sanely 

||iu— 4/1/61 LEB Intro - i' I'. 

4/17/32 Internal Security: AES-BUECil- 



SoST-ZZZZ "Faith L» God-Cur Answer to Communism" 




o 



%hzZ . i . &&rP:tcl (3) % s 



NOTE: Correspondent cannot be identified in Buttles. 



^JgT4M/ 251964 ^-v ^W 

$&<J&t , IUU/MX*1lU TELETYPE 0WtL_I ™ 



/ •*/ 



P 



<f 



i 



TRUE COPY 




May 8, 1! 
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J. Edgar Hoover: 

I have finished reading your book entitled "Masters 
of Deceit", and feel it certainly should alert everyone who 
reads it, as to the dangers of Communism. I have grandchildren, 
being brought up to love the Lord and honor him with their 
lives, and I can think of nothing worse than them being brought 
into such a godless, evil regime. Certainly, we want to do all 
we can to keep that from coming to pass. Now, we have been 
hearing through seemingly accurate reports that the Communists 
— vhave infiltrated the World Council of Churches, and also the 
C-l*ational Council of Churches. As church people we would like 
to knowlTitlstrue, and what we can do, if anything. I know 
you are a very busy man, but we are very sincere in our desire 
to do what we can. I know of course we should continue to pray, 
and spread the gospel of Salvation. 

Sincerely & prayerfully, 




Am enclosing self -addressed envelope 
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Tour letter of May 5th has been received. 



Ho 
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With respect to your Inquiry, Information contained x 1 
In the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential In accordance 
with regulations of the Department of Justice and Is available for official 
use only. I regret I am unable to be of help In this Instance but trust you 
will understand the necessary reasons for this policy. It Is hoped you 
will not Infer either that we do or do not have data In our files relating 
to the National Council of Churches. 

Enclosed Is some literature I hope will be of Interest. 

Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar ffedfe 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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FROM 



. \ UNITcD STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memoranaum 

Mr. W. C. Sullivan,^,/' 

Mr. F. JL. Baumgardner/-,/ ^/^ 
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, ToImmi . 
Belmoet 



SUBJECT: 
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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 
(INTERNAL SECURITY) 



DATE: 5-8-64 

1 Mrt^Belaost ' 

1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. Baumgardner 
1 - Mr. Kleinkauf 

,/ 



Co* per _ 
Callahan 
Conrad _ 
DeLoocti . 
Evan* __ 
Gal* 



Sullivan 

Toval 

Trotlat __ 
T#W. Roo« . 

Holmes 

Gaudy 



L 



KieinKai 
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Memorandum Baumgardner to Sullivan 3-25-64, captioned as 
above, advised we were having the names of the new national officers 
of captioned Council searched through Bureau indices and a 
memorandum would be prepared analyzing whether any of the officers 
of the Council are under Communist Party (CP) domination or control* 

A review of Bufiles concerning these new national officers, 
who were elected in the latter part of 1963 for the Triennium 1963 - 
1966 does not disclose that any of them are under CP domination or 
control or that they have been CP members, either j>ast or present. 

The following is the list of the .new_national officers :_ 

President-Reuben HrMueller Recording Secretary-Rev, W.J. Harper 
Treasurer-David Ba/KTassat ><ficKnight ^ 

, v General Secretary-Dr. R.H. EdwiirEspy 



.£ 



/ 



\ Vlce-Presidemts at Large - 



Associate General Secretary-Rev. David R. 
y/uunter 



Arthur S ^lemming 

Andrew W/rCordier 

Rt. Rev. WilliamsCrittendeh 

Archbishop^! akovos 

Arthur S«fLink , 

Rev. Malvin H^ypLundeen 

Vice-Presidents for . Divisions - 
Rev. Harlie L.>Qmith 
Rev. Norman JJtBaugher 
/ / 

No information of a subversive na 
concerni ng any of the a bove officers except 

Mac. i',!' ^ ** ^^ 

100-50869 / -/) " - 

JHK:chs:mJh^v^ <J,t' 

^^^^ATTAniU^ - 
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Robert MifMance, M.D. i 
<Hjohj#Rogers v j , # 

' Mrs. S. Emlefe<5^okes / ; 
Mrs. Theodore F.^Vallao*/ 
Bishop William J> Walls 
Mrs. Frank C.^figginton 



Rev. John CoventrypSmlth 
Rev. Paul. O^Madsen 
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Memorandum to Mr, W. C. Sullivan 
BB: NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
200-50869 




ACTION : 

For information. We are remaining alert for any 
indication of communist infiltration or penetration of the National 
Council of Churches and you will be advised of any pertinent ' 
information received. There is attached a pamphlet of the 
National Council of Churches which lists the new officers for the 
Trlennium 1963 - 1966. 
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May 6, 1964 
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*»nt to thank yJul^ ?£?2lEZ letter * A P'" 2W. and 
admlntotration of the m! ^teToni'S"?" «""*"*>* »y 
-Ul continue to aerlt ™; iu^J^^^- .nde/™, 

«" the fite, of £*££££ ^LT^' formation contain* I 
accordance wtth the T^St^^^ « confidential to - 
ta available for official wSto wZ22?2?* « Ju » Uce «° :: 

Policy to recommend Utmtor?'.^^"*' tt to contrary to mV S ^ 

Bureau, i ngret i^SSStota S^ "»»«o-rtSS^ 8 

«™«t you will onderahuSX B e^TJL te,P ta ""• lMtiule « but . S 

» to hoped you will notinf^ e "SS "»•«• ** «hto policy, g !? 
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interest. 




Enclosed to .ome literature I tn,.t will be of 

Sincerely you», **&? 




J. Edgar Hoover 
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/fr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover; 



■} . 
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I am writing you as I thought perhaps you could help me 
obtain the information which I desire. Several articles haoe 
come to my attention lately with reference to the World Vide 
Council of Churches antrNational Council of Churches and 
their infiltration and control by Communists. As a member 
of a church which supports boths of these organizations, I 
would like to know the truth concerning these organizations, 
whether they are subversive etc., and I am at a loss to 
know where to find the truth. I would appreciate it very 
much if you could recommend reading material and also if 
you can furnish any information the F.B.I, might have on 
same. 

I would also like to express my sincere appreciation for 
the fine work you have been dotng in attempting to inform 
our country of the dangers within our government and 
country today. I realize this must be a tremendously frus- 
trating Job in view of the irresponsible attttudes on the 
part of many Amerctans today. 

Sincerely, 
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May 5, 1904 



Honorable O. R. Matthews 
House of Representative* 
Washington, D. C. 30516 



My dear Congressman: 

I have received your letter of May 1st 
enclosing the communication from 
of J ^Florida. You may be certain we appreciate 

your bringing this to our attention.". «• ; •'*'-*'' *** r ••>■-■• 
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Sincerely yours, 

9. Edgar Hoover 

NOTE: I Icannot be Identified in Bufiles. In view of the 

nature ofl ^communication, it does not appear that we 

should makealy^ilueof the fact that the news clipping she described 
was not enclosed by Congressman Matthews. 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 
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I am 



tse find co rrespondence 
Florida, 
your attention for 
:ion which you may deem necessary. 

With highest esteem and kindest regards. 



D. R. MATTHEWS, 



DRM/jlr 
Enclosure 
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D. It. Matthews 

Congress of the United States 
House of Representatives 
'.'ashing! on, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Matthews: 

Than!: you for your quick response to r.y letter of March 5 
concerning nnti-Comnuniat lectures in St. Join's County. 

Until no" I have been uniblo to obtain my rc-rspmcr 
clippings or nanes as you requested. Horrcvcr, c^losc-i in 
this letter is a newspaper clipping concerning the cnti- 
Co::r»ur»i5t lectures to which I rcferc in r.y lotler of !>rc!' ^. 
Naturally, since I am a licthodist and nr. re-ring ny f- "tccri 
year eld daughter and twelve year old son in the Ket^odist 
C.-surch, I an concerned about the accusations Har -is is hur>ir~ 
at the Methodist Church. If these accusations &^^l rrc ~ 
true, I foci J^x Ze.^rr Hoover should invr.-sticafec tiic Methodist 
Church and tac MTatlonnl Counc il of Churches. Ho- -ever, if 
they nrcn«t true, i feel JlarcI2^fio1T!7i"oc~i"vcofc!*g.ntca. 

„ ,. L \ '^alnCi I appreciate your qjic': response to «■ letter 
of March 5. 



Sincerely, 




Iiousc.ifc C& Mother 
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Your letter of Way 1st has been received. 
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a »v ... . ^ithrespect to your inquiries, information contained 
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance 
with the regulations of the Department of Justice and is available fori 
official use only. I regret I am unable to be of help in this instance 
but trust you will understand the necessary reasons for this policy. 
It is hoped you will not infer either that we do or do not have data in 
our files relating to the organization and individuals you mentioned. 



Interest. 



Enclosed is some literature which I trust will be of 
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Sincerely yours, 



TtoOWr 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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May 1, 1964 



Mr. J* Edgar Hoover 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 

Can you give us any information concerqing infiltration 
of or influence by communists or sympathizers in the Tfetional Council 
of Churches - f ormerly known as the Federal Council of Churches 
until 1950. My husband and I are concerned as our congregation is 
faced with wheather to join. 

Also if you have any information on the credibility 
of those who have publicly opposed the N. C. C. such as Major Edgar Bundy, 
Billy James Hargis, Dr. Charles Poling, J. B. Mathews, Carl Mcintire, 
Myers G. Lowman, William Denton, Gerald L. K. Smith, Gerald Winrod 
and Merwin K. Hart. Ail the above mentioned except Dr. Poling are 
mentioned in a pamphlet put out by the N. C. C. They are portrayed as 
noisy detractors of dubious character. We would be very appreciative 
of any information you can give us to help clarify this matter. 
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♦« »k ,, , ' tove , received y our lc tter of April 28th and want 

to thank you for your kind remarks concerning the *BI and for your CO r": 

interest in my book, "Masters of Deceit." = 
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i.#ii4 * ^ ^? Communist Party in this country has attempted to 
Urfiltrate and subvert every segment of our society! However, toe 
Party's efforts are being thwarted by the FBrs internal security 
programs, by investigation, arrest and prosecution of Party funcUon- 

^iSo^v y ^ lde8pr !f * mtelll « ent V^lc opposition to the communist 
philosophy. These achievements are being accomplished through order- 
ly, legal procedures. «. «••»•• W uw 

•*- ^ * Despite the above, the world communist conspiracy and 
its advocates in the United States continue to operate against the welfare 
of our country. It is Important that our citizen? educate themselves 

^?i C JnSf^ e *"? ?*!"" 0f tola "thelstlc PhUosophy in order that they 
will be able to resist its eroding influence. At the same time, opposition 
to communism must be careful and constructive, and kept within thedu? 
ll°°T m£ W ; lt te not enou * h t0 *• mwel y W««t communism We 
^anl^^Togr 78 ^ ittpert0rtty ° f 0Ur form ° f iB ~ il 

M .» «S - AY t 6 f J**? 6 * to "terature ' trust you will find of Interest. You 
Sfi?J!l-- h Jf refer t0 my tote8t book » " A *«<* of Communism." 
IS!f Jf^^Ifi! 18 . an anal y fll8 of international communist practices and 
contrasts totalitarian methods with life in a free country. It mas 'be 
available at your local library. . :| . : «w* y 

- J ^r^^Oncersly yours, 1 _^ 
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Enclosures (5) 

f*et's fight Communism Sanely! 

The Communist War Against Human Dtenitv 

Do You Reaily Understand CommTlso ? 

The Communist Party Line 

Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion 

letter has been brought to th7atten«^ «?{!£* t0 to w co "«*Pondentfs 
put out by the National CounSl bJSI^ °I *•*•*•»» before, ft is 
of ChrisUan Soc^M^e Kf^f^ ^S? 11 Churcn <*. Department 
This contains n^lSSJL!^^ 9 •"ft*"" Ycr * N «* York 
Director and the FBI are menti^l ft. ^/-^own right wing figures. The 

manner. Dr. ft£a3£5?2d£ C^fiSf totb0tiot tamdiw » ta »y 
Bureau. na *"• Carl Mclhtire are well-known to the 
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John Edgar Hoover 
Dear Mr. Hoover: 
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April 28th, 1964 



discourage you'rX^dig't b eX S , e v '; tS ,! engtb *~ - ' 
not an antagonist a reacUc^r. a nlh, ty : *° ^^ wi "> I am 

people have of downgr^e^nprf^^ 16 ^ over *• tendency 
Wctions of patriotism i a g m \ P n rc°l W ' ^ ° n *•* strong c 0n _ 
do not advocate communism ilcT"""' 1 ' Orally, because I 
jnany People are. I ha^eTducIted „ ™?J I""* 6 in "* P^tical views as 
through reading materia! wr m e „ i ^ n - C ° mmunism and its iTeat J 

such as yourself (Masters i1£5hS ^^£ are athoritST j 



many problems! b« iffi^ "T^ "* 8urfac * of a few of our 
« countries in Churches and fn f ° *?■ to do is lo ok around in oL 

3 ^J.^^^^^^^^ ** ^finitet.bv^ 

I to all America. investigations and hearings have proved this 

| a Gentleman whots £own ?$£%£»* >»<* * my home and 

fj "communism on the man" -t. «, . m8; operation aboUtirm" • 

|| Oeon Scauson. I tru?y P be i& e rl » 5?"? ? pes * Herb tick and 

|| eo»Mry back together . tolSJ • 2 "*?'«*«"<* to pulltag ^ . " 

human righu and Uss g0 ^'^U^ol * 4 ° ** *m£Li 
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. belongs to . chu«h u» d er ^1*Tr "T "» a relaU ™ ""o 
was entitled "Sowing «SjS£m^SS^-°' K a «S^»- This paper 
appointed by the coieU Ate, rea5 m * tn£ „' T™*" > " •«■&. 
I wanted to cry. It seems evervUi?nt A^i f per ' ' elt so defea ted 
few months was suddenlTto™ *.«! J? . een Workin « for ">e past 
was caused by a threat disn™srt7s' 'wf y 8taUd ,hat ""• "dissension" 
people are usually shown u!. !!lSf „ anti-communism". U stated 
their attention M^vSTuJS^^"" ' aboliu <>»" to gain 
doubt about their churches r pro * Tan '. P«*« seeds of 

Schwarz, whom^hateTgrelfar.^" f &H Mctou " ^d Dr. **ed 
fused that I wonder s'omXes j5"3KTi a^on' beC ° me " ^ 

| for their people^ifsfie^t!'^^ and Joaded •» cautions 

|l belive I could be so wrong * g Fve been locating, I cant 

people in V^JuSiS^SX °' Cburcbe8 influences ao man, 
is the greatest threat to 11"^^ a^f^' anti-communism 
will it all end, and they deflnHelj Xed ""??!" by thetr •■«*«• where 
danger In dlsquise. y "" anti-communism" as a great 

f\ above thoughts.^ itTg to ",£*££ !£}» ° r ad "" « to my 
fg or bets to be honest. I would ZrS se ' feel ! «"> trust your opinions 

§ ' «« a year I „m, for ^Ktt'lT " "*> U l »»» to 

& material or reccommend the same. me Some readin *" 

£ this letter and Sj^cSE&TtoSL"* f W m ° re ,ime to <=«"«*«* 

|3 babies under three yearVl find uL, ? ° ne or two »■«•• bu t with three 

|g answers. I want you to know myresniTJS J ?" rlte 80 »«>ne for a few 

I ?"»»« of Investigation and paXuIar^ to ™u *£'" »°° ' 8 Wlth «*• FederaI 

|j tor the Ume and patience. rucu,arl y » J™, Mr. Hoover, thank you 
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fe Yours very truly 
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PLAINTEXT 



5-5-64 



TELEGRAM 
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WITH RESPECT TO YOUR TELEGRAM OF MAY POUR, 
INFORMATION IN OUR FILES IS CONFIDENTIAL PURSUANT TO JUSTICE 
.DEPARTMENT REGULATIONS AND IS AVAILABLE FOR OFFICIAL USE 
ONLY. IT IS HOPED YOU WILL NOT INFER EITHER THAT WE DO OR DO 
NOT HAVE DATA IN OUR FILES RELATING TO THE NATIONAL COUNCIL 
OF CHURCHES. 

JOHN EDGAR HOOVER, DIRECTOR 
FEDERAL BUREAU t>F INVESTIGATION 
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bullies. Reverend per check 
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J EDGAR HOOVER 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION WASHDC 
THE STATEMENT IS BEING MADE HERE THAT THE NATIONAL COUNCIL 
(r_CHUB CHE S IS COMMUNIST INFILTRATED AND COMMUNIST CONTROLLED, 
IS THIS TRUE OR IS IT NOT TRUET PLEASE WIRE BACK COLLECT 
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Your letter of April 24th has been received. 

With respect to your inquiry, information contained 
In the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accord- 
ance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available 
for official use only. It is hoped you will not infer either that we do 
or do not have data in our files relating to the National Council of 
Churches. 

Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of interest. 




Sincerely yours, 
0. Edgac Hoowe 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Let's Fight Communism Sanely ! 

LEB Introduction 4- 1£ 21 

Internal Security Statement 4-17-62 

'Talth in God— Our Answer to Communism" 
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April 24,1964 
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Federal Bureau of Invest igstion, 
Weahlngton, B.C. 

Deer Sirs i 

Kcoently we have been hearing ohargee 
that the National Council of Churohee Is infiltrated 
by Connuniate, or the Communiat dootrlnea. Occasionally, 
the oharge la made la auoh a way aa to imply that the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation sherea thia suspicion* 
of the'ftatlonal Council of Churohee. 




Have you and your agent a not frequently 
atated that the Christian ehurehea furnish the 
atrongest possible bulwark egeinat Coamuniea in 
America? Have your investigations not eleared 
the Vetionel Council of Churobea of any auapielon 
of disloyalty 4r subversion to/of Amerieen ideslsT 

This oherg* it •<> frequently made that 
we do need to have a statement which would proteot 
the ohurehes of Amerieen from irresponsible use of 
the prestege of the Federabl Bnreeu of Investigation 
to undermine our ohurohee, end subvert the loyalty 
of aoae of our beat member a* 

We would appreoiate very much your kind 
attention to thia matte*. 
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April 28, 1964 
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I have received your letter of April 20th. 

The files of the FBI are confidential pursuant 
to regulations of the Department of Justice. For this reason, 
I am not able to comment in the manner you requested con- 
cerning the National Council of Churches, ft is hoped you will 
not infer either that we do or do not have data in our files re- 
garding this organization. 

Sincerely yours, 
t, Edgat Hocw* 
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.PR 2 9 1964 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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April, 20, 1964 



J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 







•V* 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 

o 

The National Council of Churches contacted our 
church to use their" mateViair for World's Day of Prayer program. 
I am concerned over the Council, and some of our members feel we should 
learn more about the organization. Mr. Hoover, is the Council closely 
allied with Communist Activity ? Any information you might send will be 
carefully studied. 



Thank you, 



Yours very truly, 
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UNITED STATEfr~3yERNMENT 

Mzmoramtum 



DIRECTOR, FBI 




datk: 4/28/64 



UoM : SAC, PHILADELPHIA (65-0-3111) 
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Bureau's reply of 3/^/^^ercffl^^t^rc^raslJHMMBany 
Information regarding th£-*National Council of^fflWnes . . 




For the completion of the Bureau's files, I am 
enclosing Xerox copies of two letters received from 
Reply was made to him re -quoting paragraph two of th! 
Bureau's letter of 3/26. 

It appears probable that I 1/111 continue to 
correspond with the Bureau and/oi^Bxs office. It is 
noted that his letter to the Bureau of 3/21 reflected that 
copies were being sent to various other people. It is 
quite possible that refusal to comply with his demands for 
Information will lead to unjustifiable complaints. Accord- 
ingly, his additional correspondence is being furnished to 
the Bureau since his thinking is evidenced therein. 
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hia indices contain no pertinent information 
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April 24, 1964 



Phone 150 






Mr, J, Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau Of Investigation 

500 TJldener Bldg«, 

phila.. Pa. 19107 



I- 
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Deer Sin 

Recently I wrote to you requeetlng information on the National 
Council of Churches and their subversive activities* 



We hare made an intensive investigation into the llogro demonstrations 
and according to the paper a few days ago you corJTirrjod cur finding a. 
There are ohuroh conferences who do not yet belong to zhe National Council 
of Churches but are leaning in that direction, ignorant of what is really gcing 
on with the N* C. C. leaders. 

I have been writing to one particular church conference whose members 
were participating in Negro demonstrations, 1 think your article in the 
paper will put a stop to this, however, I can not get it across to these 
conference leaders tho terrible influence the National Council of Church 
leaders are under 9 and I am badly in need of something from you before 
more churches are ignorantly drawn into the N. C. C. This particular 
ohurch conference offioials in their correspondence a few days ago were 
enthused that they were meeting with seme Baptist Brethren from Uussia. 
It is our understanding that the good Russians are not permitted to leavo 
the country and the ones that are permitted to leave are doing so for the 
interest of the Kremlin, 



P 
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So, will you pleas* send me iafon&atioa as to the subversive activities 
of the S. C# C. 

. _ __ Most sincerely yew a. 
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April 26* 1*64 



Phone 150 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
S00 TTideaor Bldg., 
Phila., Pa. 1W07 

Dentlemem 

We have been making our own investigation of the subversive 
activities of the loaders of the National Council of Churches. 
According to Pulton Lewis, Jr. last night, he confirmed socio of • 
our findings that these leaders are not representing their membors. 
There are some churches who do not belong to the National Council of 
Churches but are leaning in that direction, they are ignorant of the 
activities of the N. C. C. 

frill you please send me a list of the National Council of Church 
leaders in Pennsylvania or United States who are eard carrying Communists 
that I may be able to prove the N. C. C. is Communist inspired. 

Your prompt reply will be groatly appreciated. 

Very truly yours. 
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PSi Please send me any material you may have on the National Council 
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I have received your letter of April 22nd, and it is a pleasure 
to enclose material about communism I hope will be of interest to you. 
We do not presently have copies of my testimony before the House 
Subcommittee on Appropriations available for distribution but my comments 
beginning on page 5 of my speech, 'Taith in Freedom, " pertain to the same 
subject. 

In connection with your inquiry regarding the National Council 
of Churches, information in the files of the FBI must be maintained as 
confidential in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice and 
is available for official use only. I trust you will understand the necessary 
reasons for this policy. 

Perhaps you will want to read my books, "Blasters of Deceit" 
and "A Study of Communism, " which were written to help Americans gain an 
Insight into communist strategy and tactics, both in this country and abroad. 
Copies may be available at your local library. 

Sincerely yours, 
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John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Enclosures: - 

'Taith in Freedom*' 

Let's Fight Communism Sanely I 

"Faith in God— Our Answer to Communism" 

Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 

One Nation's Response to Communism 

NOTE: Correspondent cannot be identified in Bufiles. A minister of 
Christian Education in the Baptist Church may be either ordained or not. 
Since there is no indication that correspondent has been ordained, he -is 
being addressed as Mr. rather than Reverend. 
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April 22, 1964 
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federal Bureau of Investigation 
J. Edgar Hoover, Director * 
Washington, D. C. 

Gentlemen: 

Hare you pamphlets available on the activities of the Communist party, 
its brief history, success, etc, in imerica? 

I am especially interested in the main points of the report released 
recently by Wr. J. Edgar Hoover on the influence of Communism or its 
infiltration or lack thereof, of the leaders and movements of negro 
freedom organizations. 

Also, hare you any information appropos the charges of communism in 
th^tTational Council of Churches? 
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Thank you for your attention. 
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April 28, 1964 







The letter of April 20th signed ty you/ and your 
husband has been received. 
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With respect to your inquiry, information contained 
In the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accord- 
ance with regulations of the Department of Justice and Is available 
for official use only. It is hoped you will not infer either that we do 
or do not have data in our files relating to the organization you 
mentioned. 



Enclosed is some literature which I trust will be of 



Interest. 
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Sincerely yours, 
^ EOgar Hoomk 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Enclosures (4) 

••Faith in God— Our Answer To Communism* 1 

4/17/62 Internal Security Statement 

4/1/61 LEB Introduction 

Let's Fight Communism Sanely 1 

MOTE: Correspondents wrote in March, 1963, for information on 

communism and wets, furnished Bureau reprint.- material, none of which 

is being duplicated, and at that time they were not identifiable in Bufiles. 
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: Dear Kr. Hoover, -r. ,-—-—.-— 

We realize you are a busy man and *e don't lika 



— r— to intrude on your tine, cut felt this : of ,*uff io.* e ^ ._^._. :^. .^ — r~ 
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Cur ch 
Churches and 



hur-ch is a member of the lUtlpnal Council bf_ 
nd has just recently rej.lace the King James . 
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ma] Council of Churches has been investigated by ,;„; 






.nization or u 



y eltherhduse of .congress and—— :~~li„'. 
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your oi ^ci: 

if so, how can we obtain copies of sach? 

Can the Federal 3ures.u of Investigation give out 
any statements of there own investigations en inqueryS 

Thank you for ar.y help you can £ive us* 

Keep ^r the good work. 



Sincerely yours, 
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April 29, 1064 
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Your letter of April 22nd has been received. 
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With respect to your inquiry, information contained 
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accord- 
ance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available 
for official use only. It is hoped you will not Infer either that we 
do or do not have data in our files pertaining to the National Council of^ 
Churches,, and you may be assured this Bureau has not issued a 7 ^ 
report such as you indicated. — , ? ' • 

Enclosed Is some literature I trust will be of interest. 



MAILED 20 

APR 2 9 1964 




Sincerely yours, 

x Edgar Hoora 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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4/1/61 LEB Introduction 

4/17/62 Internal Security Statement 

Let's Fight Communism Sanely I 

"Faith in God— Our Answer To Communism 



- is* 



i&f 



= NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable ^h Bufiies. 

- — . •■* MUSI I *°UU r l ■.... 



til 

;SiAEO-0«¥EUO- 






*oouGZ) teletype unit CZ3 






t 

I 



-r ^>- 






£ 




J* Edgar Hoover 
Director, P.B.I 
Washington 2$, D. C 





22 April 196I| 
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Sear Mr. Hoover: 

I hdve'been told many many tines that several of 

the leaders in the ^rational .Council of Churches afre Communist, or 

Communist influenced. This is of course, a most difficult question 
unless it is one that id not classified. 

In regards to the above question, I haw be n told 
that it is a matter of record that the FBI have proven that there 
are communist leaders in the National Council of Churches and that 
one may secure a copy of a report made by the FBI regarding these 
facts* I would most certainly appreciate your reply to this uestion, 



Thank you 






Sincerely 
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